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PRE ELEASE

Otisville Church Names
Centennial Committee

OTISVILLE — Sub-committees were named at a
meeting of the centennial committee of the First
Presbyterian Church, last week at the home of
Glenn Patterson, chairman of the commuittee for
the 100th anniversary celebration, the centennial
will be observed the week of Sept. 11.

Committee chairmen chosen included the Rev. L.
B. Smith, program speakers; Mrs. Shirley
Sausville and Mrs. Harriet Francisco, preparation
of church journal and advertising; Arc%ie House,
honor roll; Mrs. Laura Patterson, invitations; Mrs.
Elizabeth Shand and Mr. and Mrs. Henry Holley,
collection and display of church historical objects;
Mrs. Myra Newkirk, history; Mrs. Carrie Writer
and Mrs. Florence Walker, Sept. 14 dinner
committee; William Walker, seating; and Mrs.
Edna Crandall, publicity.

(Unknown source - possibly the Middletown Times-Herald)

The Centennial was celebrated over two Sundays in September 1955
(Sunday bulletins begin on p.13)



Otisville - Mt. Hope

Presbyterian Church

Church Pastors 1855 - 1955

*

Rev. Moses H Wilder
Rev. William W. Page *
Rev. William R. S. Betts
Mr. F. W. Farries *

Rev. F. W. Farries **
Rev. Robert Craig

Rev. J. Service

Rev. Sylvanus R. Queen
Rev. Robert J. Diven
Rev. F. E. Taylor *

Rev. Jacob Klaasse
Rev. John S. Laing
Rev. Luther B. Plumer
Rev. J. Lewis Evans *
Rev. Grant Sension *
Rev. Edward Musselman
Rev. Henry G. Stammer
Rev. John S. Laing

Rev. Merrill R. Nelson
Rev. Victor Alfsen

Rev. Merrill R. Nelson
Rev. David R. Kennedy

Rev. Lary B. Small

*stated supply
*ordained & installed 5.19.1868

March 13, 1858 — May 2, 1859

May 1859

December 1862 — April 1865

May 1865- April 1868

May 19, 1868 — Feb. 1, 1871

May 1, 1871 — March 31, 1884

Oct. 15, 1884 — March 1892
September 1, 1892 - July 1, 1895
September 19, 1896- July 25, 1898
October 1898 — September 1903
September 1904 — May 1906
November 17, 1907 - April 30, 1914
August 1, 1914 — September 16, 1917
May 8, 1918 — December 1, 1919
December 1919 — May 1920
November 1, 1920 — March 16, 1923
July 1, 1920 - November 30, 1924
December 1, 1924 - May 31, 1941
October 30, 1941 - Jue21, 1942
October 4, 1942 — August 15, 1943
January 16, 1944 - October 7, 1945
February 12, 1947 — March 3, 1951
November 1, 1953 — May 31, 1957



Inside cover (p.2) is blank as were Lhe back covers

Cover of the Centennial Booklet




GREETINGS

This Histurical Booklet baw been prepared to commeszio
rate the One Hundrodth Anni y ol the lounding of the
Otisville-Ms. Hope Preshytevian Church, farmarly known ss the

Fitat Prowbyterien Church of Diisville, New York, I has o twe-
fold purpoee

Fursz, az & souvenir to thowe who are siceady fnmilinr with
the: colorinl history of the church. Sacondly, as a swwres of infar-
mation tn those who have besn afliliated with the dhanch for

some time bat have never had en epportunity 1o find et mre
about i,

Much sof the success of thie journal is due 10 the {riendly
es-of jon of busi and prolessivnal peeple who have tuken
advertising epazz, und in Friendly Boosters. You cen belp thein
und the church by showing your appreciation,

Spuce does not perwit us to mention individuaily all those
whe bave had a hand in the preparation of the § L Howeves,
we particularly want ko thank M. Shirley Sausville, sed Mrs.
Herries Franciscw, Co-chaitmen of ke Journal Committae, for
their untiring efforis to make the joumal a success.

LARY BAKER 3MALL

100th Anniversary Journal 1955

Otisville-Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church
p.3




(From the 100th Anniversry Journal)

A history of the Church's first 100 years
by Myra Newkirk

At a point where Otisville now stands, a village was
commenced at an early date, which for many years was known as
Deerpark Four Corners. It was the chief place of business for
the surrounding region. A Presbyterian Church was erected at
about the center of Plains Cemetery in 1791. This church flour-
ished until 1822 when the population of the settlement was
drawn to Mt. Hope by the construction of a turnpike there.

The village of Mt. Hope at this time became the second
largest town in this region, and the people there who had once
been connected with the Deerpark Four Corners Presbyterian
Church came together and started a new society. A portion of
the members of the old church could not agree to the change and
withdrew from the congregation.

A new church was erected in Mt. Hope in 1833. The
Deerpark Church was allowed to go out of existence and the
building went to decay. What remained of this old church was
torn down, and the timbers were used to construct a barn on the
farm of Joseph Mitchell.

In 1845 the New York and Erie Railroad was extended to
the village of Otisville, which for a time became its termunus. The
consequent growth of the village rendered it desirable that pro-
vision should be made for the spiritual wants of the people.
Measures were taken to establish here, again, the stated ministra-
tions of the Gospel.

An Otsville society connected with the New Jersey Con-
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church was organized and a
place of worship was erected in 1848. Several of the famihes
once connected with the Deerpark Church (but separated from it
because of its removal to Mt. Hope) united with the Methodist
Church. But in the summer of 1854 some of these people who had
left the Presbyterian Church began again to turn their attention
to the church of their fathers.



These seven heroic women and one brave man met to-
gether and on the 8th day of April 1855 formed the First Pres-
byterian Church of Otisville:

Mrs. Pamela Cook, wife of Avery Cook
Mrs. Sara Ann Dodge, wife of A. S. Dodge
Mrs. Keseah Dunning, wife of B. W. Dunning
Mrs. Sophie Gerow, wife of William Gerow
Mrs. Frances Loomis, wife of Ephriam Loomis
Mrs. Esther McBride, wife of James McBride
Mrs. Charlotte Beyea, ®wife of Daniel Beyea
and B. W. Dunning

Thus was fulfilled the Prophecy of Isaiah, fourth chapter, first
verse, which says, "Seven women shall take hold of one man."

This group interested others in the enterprise and a build-
ing was started where the church now stands. Land for the struc-
ture was donated by Ephrniam Loomis. A high hill had to be taken
down, and the building was completed in 1856. The first preacher
in the new church was Rev. T. D. Wood. The first pastor to be
installed was the Rev. William Betts in 1862.

At about this time, previous to the building of the first
schoolhouse, the District School, as it was called, was held in the
basement of the Presbyterian Church for three years. Among the
students who attended there were Joel Northrup, Joe Fields,
John Fields, John Carwithin, and Horton Easton.

The Rev. Betts served the church untl 1865. He was
followed by the Revs. Farmies, Craig, Service, Queen, Diven,
Taylor, and Klasse.

In 1899 the project of the union with the Mt. Hope
Church was begun. At that time it was voted that Otisville pay
two-thirds of the pastor's salary and Mt. Hope one-third and each
receive his services in the proportion. At that ime the minister's
salary was $600.

In 1905 the finances of the church were very low. Two
woman (Grace Boyd and Lulu Northup) were given authority to
canvas the congregation for funds to meet the financial needs of
the church. Their efforts were successful. In 1907 the Rev. John
S. Laing became the pastor and it was soon decided to carry on
without the financial aid of the Mt. Hope Church.



By 1910 there was a membership of 111 and a Sunday
School that numbered 112. In 1914 the Chrishan Endeavor
Society had 70 members.

In the year 1914 Rev. Mr. Laing asked to be released
from his labors in Otisville. After that came a succession of
supplies and pastors among whom were Revs. Luther Plumer,
Lewis Evans, and Grant Sension. In 1920 Rev. Edward Mussel-
man took up the task. He remained three years. Then in 1924,
Rev. Mr. Laing returned as pastor and continued to serve for
seventeen years. In 1924 a kitchen was added to the church and
since then has been well furnished with modern equipment and
conveniences.

In 1932 the First Presbyterian Church of Mt. Hope con-
solidated with the First Presbyterian Church of Otisville. Since
then it is known as the Otisville-Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church.
The old edifice at Mt. Hope was sold to the Otisville Grange in
1934. In 1941 Rev. Laing's wish to retire was granted.

During the following summer the pulpit was supplied by
various persons. In the fall of 1 941 the Rev. Merrill R. Nelson
took over the pastoral duties. He remained for only one year and
was succeeded by Rev. Victor Alfsen. After a short stay he, also
left to take up mission work 1n Alaska. At this time Rev. Mr. Nel-
son returned and an arrangement was made with The Howells
Congregational Church whereby they would share the services of
our pastor. Mr. Nelson remained for one and one-half years and
then departed for Minnesota to work in the Home Mission Field.
At this time the title of Pastor Emeritus was centered on Rev.
John 8. Laing in appreciation of his long and faithful service in

the Church.

In 1946 came the Rev. David R. Kennedy. He remained
until 1951, serving our church and Howells Congregational, as
well.

After the departure of Mr. Kennedy an agreement was
made to have union services with the Otisville Methodist Church,
alternating the services in the two churches. Rev. Robert Bower-
g, the Methodist pastor, cooperated willingly until 1952 when
he was transferred by the Methodist Conference to another field.



In 1953 the Rev. Lary B. Small was appointed as acting pastor of the Otisville-Mt.
Hope Church by Hudson Presbytery. He has conducted the spiritual life of the church
efficiently and with marked success. All organizations of the church are flourishing and
1ts membership is increasing.

Indeed, our church has progressed a long way in the past one hundred years, and
with the help of Almighty God and the continued determination and faith of us all, we
believe it will continue to be an inspiration and help to the community for many

years to come.

Rev. John Laing and
Rev. Lary Small at the
Centennial Celebration,

Church ’Cenfennia/.
Attracts Visitors

OTISVILLE — A buffet luncheon
will follow the special Centennial
service at the Otisville-Mt. Hope
Presbyterian Church next Sunday,
bringing te & close the week-long
celebration,

After the reception following last
Bunday's service, motion plcture
films of the church and Otisville
residents were shown by Mrs, Carl
Mitchell, i

Centennial guests this week have
been Mrs. Hattie J. Tate, with
her daughter and son, of Brooklyn:
Mrs. J. Van W. Smith, visiting
with her sister, Miss Lydia Wade:
Mr, and Miys, Clifford Parsells and
dauvghter, Lynn; Mr, and Mrs, Wil-
liam Weinberg of Sayville, N. .

Mr. and Mirs. Blake Newkirk of

Newburgh; Mr. and Mrs, J.olm1

Eump and Mr. and Mrs. Jaceb

Turfler of New York City; and|
Mrs, Tra Smith and son of Mon- |

roe. .

The Rey. John Laing, the |

church’s pastor emeritus, of Brad-
enton, Fla, with Mrs, Laing, are

slaying with their daughter, Mrs. |

!

Jean Mitchell

Pastor Refdrhs

REV. JOHN S. LAING

The Rev. John S. Laing, pastor
emeritus of the Otisville-Mt. Hope
Presbyterian Church, now 92 and a
resident oi Bradenton, Fla., has re-
turned to the church for tomorrow's
centennial celebration. Mr. Laing
was pastor from 1907 to 1914 and
1924 to 1941. '




AANGLETOWN TIMES HERALD, MIUISSOUDWN, 8 ¥, PRUZAS, SEPTEMPER 5 10

. Laing, Now _9‘2;792;@!,“:15_ to Otisville
For Centennial of Presbyferian Church

From the Middletown Tiimes-Herald,
Sept. 9, 1955
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.Honors Members
For Long Service

 Specal motpsition for loag ser- |
vice to Whe church was made 1o
_swme of e ealer commumpioants 81

| wils — mewrly 80 yemrs each; 1o : —
W Mi motd Mre Stanton Rockwell, | Interior of Otisville Presbyterian ¢. 1900
wis for years have regularly|

genersl chebmas of
pirersary eomoxtiee: Mra Shirley
Baueville and s Harriel Fran-
cito, co-tlauTen of the anniver-

Walker, wha cerr respondibie for
tee atmiverse:y dianer which fol-
loved the setce and fer ihe

View from across Main Street Note the two entry doors.
over-
The sanctuary had a balcony.

i
4
H ]

¥
:

i
ke
]:

:
i
k]

S




This photo was taken
from the top of a
railroad car.

The church was built on property
donated by Ephraim Loomis. The
building was completed in 1856. Loomis'
barn in the photo was destroyed by a
fire and rebuilt. This barn collapsed
under heavy snow after the Church
Centennial.

BELOW: a locomotive derailment just
above the church's Main St. parking lot

Carriages could drop off
worshippers at the door.
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From Church Bulletin, September 11, 1955

ONE HUNDREDTH AI'NIVERSARY SERVICE
OTISVILIE - 1iT, HOPE PRESEYTERIAN CHURCH

Sunday, September 11, 1955, 11 A, X.
GUEST OF HONOR

Rev, John 8, Laing, Pestor 1907 ~ 1914;
1924 - 1041

— —

- e

Organ Prelude "Holy Hour" Rand
Call to Worship, Invocation, Lord's Prayer
Hymn 11 "Come, Ye That Love the Lord"
Responsive Reading 524

Gloria Patri

Seripture Reading Rev. Robert Bowering

Prayer Rev. John 8, Laing
Choral Response

Anthem "rift up Your Heads®" Emerson
Offertory "Quietude" Mallard
Doxolo

Hymn 424 "Now Thank We All Oupr God®
Sermon The Rev, David R, Keonedy

Pastor 1946 - 19061
Hymn 219 "Paith of Our Fathers"
Benediction (Con; rezation Seated)
Choral Amen
Organ Postlude "Exalt His Name® Cooke

Pollowing the service, reception
down~-stairs.,



From Church Bulletin, September 11, 1955

YOTICES

Memorial flowers have been given today
as follows:

In memory of Louise Corwin, by her sister,
Mrs, Sylvia Butzoy.

In memory of ¥re, 2, L, Walker, and Mre.
Kenneth Walker, by Lr, and Krs. Harry Yoe-
Wwans.

In memory of Mrs.E. L. Walker, by he
husbend and family. ‘
The Pulpit Scarf and Bible Narkers being

used for the first time today, have been
glven by Edna and Fred Crandall, Cpl. Har-
old L. Benton, and Remon Benton, lb memory
of Harold L. Fenton 8r,, and Richard J. Ben~
ton,

Following the service today, all are in-
vited downstairs for an hour of fellowship
and a bite to eat, |

The second Centennial Service will be held
next Sunday et 11 A, X. The preacher will be
Rev. David R, MacTnnes, Executive of the
Synod of Wew York. A buffet luncheon will
be served downatairs after the service, Ve
hope you will come back next Sunday.




From Church Bulletin, September 11, 1955

Our Dwelling Place

OMEWHERE we must come to rest, Qur fearful and
feverish spirits, buffeted and bewildered, must find a

home. Sidney Lanicr, in From the Marshes of Glynn,
declares:

As the marsh-hen secretly builds on the watery sod,
Behold | will build me a nest on the greatness of God. . . .

In the early part of the last century a young man wan-
dered at sunset ome day .among the Massachusetts hills,
lonely and fearful of the future, He had just left home to
find work in his chosen profession. Suddenly against the
crimson sky he sees a lonely bird, winging its solitary way
southward. He watches it till it is gone. But the moment is
not gone. For William Cullen Bryant this instant became a
guidepost for life. If an unseen power would guide a lonely
bird, it most certainly would lead him too. You recall these
lines from To a Waterfowl:

He who, from zone to zone,

Guides through the boundless sky thy certain flight,
In the long way that { must tread alone

Will lead my steps aright.

Centuries ago the Psalmist in” the ninetieth Psalm reas-
sured himself and his people, “Lord, thou hast been our
dwelling pface in all generations.”

Every Sabbath millions of people wend their way to a
village church, a wayside chapel, a soaring temple, to hear
the words of eternal life and to meet Him who is the Living
Word. They go to find rest for their souls, a home for their
spirits, an abiding dwelling place.

We come to Him who reassures us, “Come unto me . . .
and T will give you rest.”

“a, S itka Tn USA.
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OVE EOYDREDE AKIVERSARY SERVICZ
U"‘Im . EOFE ¥? mmm OMR
sma.y. Stmsber 18, ms, 11 A, ¥,

uiw. Lary Baimr 8wall Kinister
frs, Dracc Houss : - Crganisk

Proalude Andaonts 15'!1-;::3' stult.l
ﬂn to Norship, Invoeatian [} Pn»:lrr
Hyvmn 4 5 ?501 Jur Es'.l{) :
allpmntu Reading *s31
Slaria Patri
Serinturs Resding Rav, John 8. !.lips

Prmr ir. laing

Chorsl Response ,
intham = I WAll Lift Up Bine Syas. Lens
Oﬂ'aﬁm Se Thou ¥y Stey © Glark
Hyan oy "royful, Jeyful, We ' ﬁu"

Seron The Rev, David S, Mac
Bxecutive nt the Syuod d‘ Tew 'Il‘:ﬂr

g::: llQ rgh- chnnhil One qum"
ttw teon:,ugttim .‘.'nlr.od)

"o:-s.s; mm sm lmna Esyaer

Buffet dimor snd scotal hotir dovmstairs
after the service, to which all are inwisad
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Meny of the flors: pieces todey have Leen
i,ivan momory of lowed ones departsd, or
n honor of loved ones still living, They
are 23 follows

By the Patterson chlldren, in memory of
thelr father, Horasce Patterson, snd in bemer
of thelr muther, Laura Patterason ess By C14r-
ford and Agella Farsslls, in honor of thei-
mothsr, Lulu Pergells wwe ¥r, and Frg,
Joseph Bronner, in memory of their papents,
Yre aud Jps, Josanh BEronnar Se, and r. and
Ers, Fred Cross #4¢ By lra, Fred Newlkirk snd
femily, in msmory of » Nowikirk's husband,
Ir, Fred Wewkirk oos By ¥r, and Frs., Arohie
fouse, In memory of Mr, fonme's parents, ir.
wnd Uirg, Willlam House #&» By Ur, Droje Og-
Cerdahl and Mirs, Doria Osterdahnl funnalls,

in memory of Mes, Osterdshl, wife and mothsr,
and Carl Osterdshl, aon and brothepy s By
Frenk J. and Cerrdie Y, Writer, in memory of
lir, Tiriter's parente, Benimsin H, and Ella
E. ¥riter »ae By tirs, laurs Franoisco end
fanmily, in memory of i'ss. Prencisco’s hus-
tend, Ur, ¥ilal Francimoo ##% By ¥p, and Mro.
Honaiﬁ Talker, in mamory of lirs, Vslker's
parenta, Coorge and Anna MLillep ®34 By Jre,
Joan Eitehall end kirs, Jean Doty, in WemOr Y
of ¥rs, Kitcholl's mother, Mra, john 8. Lein-
and husband, ¥», indrew i'itchell.

The boquet of red roses have besm iven
by tha n's Associatlion, in honor of
ali the clder members of the ohureh
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The Restored '['3(’”0!1‘;\',31.])

HIE S HOLE vl

‘\.‘!

[RETTIREL I PO ST A | PR
woare created oo a4 G notivg dis b flon -
ppweth s batber o cbdidrem of God, Bue the fansily
Bohad e broken. Nation i pited vt nation, reoc g
caie ches dzacoss class, ard Loen crocd srmnse oriod, Mar
ol st basie divinctom Do i i beog o messber o
e class ot mankind, wnds to ooaggerste subordinae dis-
patiees amd e § iyt Hal @ omen.

Toresting o Bead b broken felowships of the warld
i uroe at need of the |
Thewe ane people v Beliews Tear van ot 3 nadone and
pooele are deaid cavnsg’y ol each other dhey ouphie o beban

Anid e armaeongs i¢oon! betus b soaletde covedh 1o

cootcede that thic may b s catne o peace, for vean i a
ne chldren may cooporate in the tasks of the hosetdd
Fiocaus by fear puniment fromthieir tadkee szt ne poa

sooperate i the work of b bty of rators bocasne thes
toar the strcnet™ f onc rrember, Bus af o boar ondy bolds
v ocheere it sever comemtel Foar onde 2recde o ontwars
copapvictome and at fast g eechless Bravad whie ar apv -
ment may sor the woorld adtre,

Cray Chyistan faitd: cigers with o roogdans nary e e
man & covmvanal Ide on carth, Mom cam cor st
orbv i God, e P sighe, s are a8l of oqual ¢ o8 varnal
vtk Thi He confirmed when He gacs Hic onls Poganen
Qo Jorzs Cheist to pay oo the Croes the saere baghy sy
frrewory ene 10w frave e with God throvgh Jesas ther
w inwsoagable corcilary wothat we must seck o restore o
ta saal'ip with cne aactdure This i v e‘xp{iu!‘a R
s repnd v chooe, e gn the tasl And woodbis Gl v

Sz @ mee vt el

cebappriaad of 2 yeon, wnd o Han
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Centennial Celebration in the news

————

Church Cen_fénnia-l
Attracts Visitors

OTISVILLE — A buffet luncheon
will follow the special Centennial
service at the Otisville-Mt. Hope |
Presbyterian Church next Sunday, '
bringing to & close the week-long
celebration.

After the reception following last
Bunday's service, motion picture
films of the church and Otisville
residents were shown by Mrs. Car)
Mitchell,

Centennial guests this week have
been Mrs. Hattie J. Tate, with |
her daughter and son, of Brooklyn:
Mrs. J, Van W. Smith, visiting
with her sister, Miss Lydia Wade:
My, and Mrs. Clifford Parsells and
daughter, Lynn; Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam Weinberg of Sayville, N, .
Mr. and Mrs. Blake Newkirk of
Newburgh; Mr. and Mrys. John
Eump and Mr. and Mrs. Jacob |
Turfler of New  York City; and|
Mrs, Ira 8mith ‘and son of Mon-
roe. °
The Rey. John Laing, the |
church’s pastor emeritus, of Brad- |
enton, Fla, with Mrs, Laing, are |
slaying with their daughter, Mis. |
Jean Mitchell. A

Mrs. Grace House, organist

Pastors gather after Anniversary service:

L - R: Rev. John Laing, Rev.Robert Bowering and
Rev. Lary Small

Hostesses: L. (unknown) and Mrs.
Lary Small on right.



Pastors through the years

Rev. Paul Boger and family,
April 1967 to April 1971

Rev. Jacob Klaasse and his family
served in Otisville from September 1904
- May 1906



Rev. Jim Stuckey at wedding ceremony
gives the blessing

Rev. David Kennedy & family
February 1947 - March 1951

Rev. Merrill Nelson

Rev. Lary Small, | 8%t Ocicbon 1545
November 1953 - May 1957 anuary 1944 to October
Pastor during the 100th Anniversary.






