
Clothed With Christ – Peace part 2 
 

1. After last week’s lesson on peace, several contacted me and asked 
for a second lesson after I referred to the backpack illustration I have 
used in the past. We listen to your voices – and that is why OSHC is 
here in the first place – so, let’s look at peace and its enemies.  

 
2. It all started in the Garden of Eden. There, we walked with God in the 

cool of the evening. He was God and we were His people. Sometime 
later, the devil entered in and told us that we didn’t need God; WE 
could be gods! We could decide what was good and what was evil. 
(and if we claimed to need God, we would merely need Him as a 
cipher that confirmed our decisions) 
 

3. This broke our relationship with God but it also broke our relationship 
with every other person on the planet for, if we are all gods deciding 
what is good and evil, we will inevitably clash with others who see 
differently.  
 

4. There was, suddenly, no peace; there was war on earth and between 
earth and heaven.  
 

5. Our rebellion had changed our universe – by setting ourselves at its 
center. All things were seen from our perspective rather than from 
God’s. We were not, as in the reading today, fixing our eyes on 
Jesus…though we often claimed we were, mistaking ourselves for 
him.  
 

6. To maintain this kind of farcical coup, we had to add all kinds of awful 
structures around our psyches. In the metaphor from last week, we 
added them to our backpack. And, ever since that day of rebellion or 
the day WE began to rebel, we have struggled under the weight we 
are carrying.  
 

7. In Hebrews 12:5, we are warned not to allow any to fall short of the 
grace of God and to never allow a root of bitterness to take hold in 
our lives. Bitterness is the stagnant pool left behind when anger is not 
used properly or when forgiveness is not given.  
 



8. Bitterness, the holding of grudges, and refusing to forgive are all 
unnecessary weights…and they do not help us. It is rather like trying 
to kill your enemy by drinking poison. They remain unharmed while 
we eat ourselves alive.  
 

9. Take them out of your backpack. And when you find they are back in, 
remove them again. That isn’t unusual – it is human.  
 

10. Mark 11:26 warns us that if we do not forgive others, God will 
not forgive us. In fact, Jesus says that our forgiveness is predicated 
on our forgiving others (it is actually stepping out of God’s place and 
letting Him back in).  
 

11. In First Corinthians, Paul has to continually warn that church 
against its prideful stance and the Bible is covered with warnings 
against pride. Pride is unwarranted because it seeks to elevate itself 
against another human. There is nothing prideful about being the 
world’s fastest human or in gaining that skill or degree. You can be 
pleased with an accomplishment and share that with others without 
being prideful.  
 

12. (it’s Doctor… at FHC). You can even be prideful in your piety: 
no TV, FB, vegan, etc. Be careful. Satan is sneaky. Don’t lie and 
deny when someone points out something you did well. Thank them 
but don’t make that thing your identity,  
 

13. Phil. 2:14 tells us to lay aside all murmuring or complaining. A 
quick read of the Exodus story will show us that God just really, really 
doesn’t like complainers. (again, observation, made in grace and 
humility, is not complaining) Complaining and murmuring is acting as 
if you knew better than God how to run things.  
 

14. First Corinthians 13:5 tells us that love is not easily provoked 
and that is a good thing because God is love and if He were easily 
provoked there would be no hope for any of us. It is His patience that 
we rely on to save us and He has directed us to have that same 
patience with each other. So…anything in our nature that causes us 
to be easily provoked needs to be removed from our backpack. 
 



15. Not sure if that applies to you? Quick question: do people tense 
up or relax when you enter the room? When you ask to speak to 
someone, do they relax or panic? Can you name 5 things you just 
can’t stand? Three pet peeves? Maybe you are more easily provoked 
than you first thought.  
 

16. You get the idea. Take some time to stop, breathe, pray and 
ask: what is on my back? What am I carrying that I need to release? 
Am I carrying so much garbage around with me that I have no 
strength left to carry my brother or sister?  
 

17. And, just like the direction on a shampoo bottle: repeat, 
because we are humans and humans have the tendency to grab 
what rightfully belongs to God. Let God be God and let us be His 
children, rejoicing in His patience and grace and determined to share 
the same with others in His Name.  


