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So.  Maybe you noticed... 
That I have been gone...

For the last two weekends. 


Janet and I... took a little trip...

To see our granddaughter... Isla. 

 
And yes... it was wonderful.

And yes... just like every grandparent...

Who has ever walked...

God's green earth.

 
We think she's the cat's pajamas. 

Lovely.

Funny.

Smart. 


Even a little naughty. 

Which she gets from my mother.

Which obviously skipped my generation...

But gets carried on...

Through our daughter's legacy.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Anyway... this is one photo of our time together.  [1 Bus]

Having fun playing with a big yellow bus.

And singing over and over again... 
The wheels on the bus... 

Go round and round. 


And then... this next photo... 
We were in a pizza restaurant... 
Waiting for our food.


And I'm not sure what happened... [2 Praise Jesus]  
But I captured the moment.

It looks like she was caught up... 
In evangelical fervor.


Praying her little heart out...  
I just want to thank you Jesus... 
For the pizza... we're about to eat. 


Probably not.

Just a kid being silly... 

Making a scrunched up...

Little funny face...


Which is an amazing gift... 
In and of itself.




But I look at her...

And I think...

Her faith journey...

Is going to be... 

Her faith journey.


And hopefully... 

I sincerely hope and pray... 

Somewhere along the way... 
Someone will tell her the story of Jesus...

 
In a way that touches her heart... 
Means something to her... 

And helps her live her life...

In the love and the light of Christ. 


Isn't that a priority for all of us... [3 Teaching to Follow]

As Joy Lutheran Church.

As the people of God...

Gathered in this place... 
At this time. 


Isn't it a priority for us... 
To plant deep within the hearts...

Of our precious children... 

A living faith.

A fervent love.

A certain knowledge... 

Of Jesus. 


Isn't it a priority for us...

To share our faith. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Sometimes little ones... 

Get a little mixed up...

Actually quite a bit mixed up... 

And they call me God. 


You can see how it might happen...

I stand up front... 
With big flow-y robes... 

And talk all the time. 


But when it happens... [4 Pointing to Jesus]

I always try to take the time...

To point them in the right direction. 


I say... I'm not God. 
But I work for God. 

I believe in God...

I teach about God. 

I work for God.




 
And so do you!

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Sometimes big ones...

Get a little mixed up... 

And think that I am... 
Somehow closer to God. 


Every once in a while...

I'll have someone ask me... 
To pray for something...

Like rain... 


They say they ask me...  
Because they know... 
That I'm closer to God...  
And that my prayers are more effective... 
Have more power. 


Even if they are being silly... 

Trying to make a joke... 

I take the time...

To point them in the right direction. 


I tell them... of course... 

I will pray for what you have asked...

I'll pray right now. 


But you pray to God too.  
Because God hears your prayers. 


The Bible says...  in James Chapter 5... 

The prayer of a righteous person... 

Is powerful and effective. 


And if in fact...

You have been made righteous in Christ.

Then all of our prayers... 
Are powerful and effective...

And go from our lips... 
To God's ear. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Anyway... all that to say...  
Not just pastors... 

Or priests... 

Or nuns...

Or church workers...

Or tele-evangelists... 

Or Sunday school teachers...


Not just those few people... 

Are supposed to be entrusted... 
With the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 




It belongs to all of us. 


And all of us... who believe in Christ...

Are designated... appointed… and empowered… 
To point to Christ. 


It's like our primary function...

Our most important job. [5 Faith Comes By Hearing]

Because... Fatih comes by hearing. 


But how can people hear...

If no-one speaks. 

If no-one tells their faith story.. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Now... the woman who had been suffering...

From hemorrhages for 12 years...

Somewhere along the way…

She HEARD about Jesus. 

That what the Bible says…


Someone told her. 

And I bet it wasn't a professional clergy person. 

I bet it wasn't with big old fancy words.

I bet it wasn't theologically sound.

I bet it wasn't tied up...

In the ego of the person speaking.


You know... I have to say this just right... 
So the woman will believe me...

And come to Jesus.


Or even worse...

If I say this just right... 
Then I will have brought someone to Jesus...

And I can put another notch...

In my evangelical belt.


Because I saved someone today.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Our job is not to save.

Our job is not to fix the world. 

Which is... was... and always will be... 
Broken and imperfect. 


Our job is not to glorify ourselves...

Or our individual church... 
Or our air tight theology. 


Our job is simple.

Our job is to point to Jesus.  [6 Jesus Saves]

Point to him... as Savior.




As the one who came into this world... 
Not only to teach us about God's love.

Not only to live a life that serves an example...

Of what is holy and good.


Not only to be a great guy.

 
But Jesus became incarnate...

Lived with us. 

Died for us. 


To save us. 

From sin.

From death.

From our own selfishness. 

And hatefulness. 

And brokenness. 


Without him... 

We would still be living… 

Drowning in our sin.

Right?


Without him...

We would still be in our sin. 

Without hope.

Without forgiveness.

Without new life. 


That's why we need Jesus. 


And so... those of us... 
Who believe in him... 

and what he has done for us…

We are called... to point others to him. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

And then... after we point... 
God takes over.


The Holy Spirit... 

Just might make the connection... 

In someone who hears...

What we believe about Jesus. 

 
And then by the Holy Spirit...

Moving and working...

The heart of the person... 
May be drawn... to reach out to Jesus. 

All on their own. 


And then maybe that person... 
Who hears our insufficient and clumsy attempts...

Of proclaiming the good news... 




Then maybe that person... 
Will come to know Christ... 
And believe in him.

And begin a lifelong journey of faith. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

In our gospel lesson today. [7 Healed Woman]

Someone pointed to Jesus. 

When the woman... heard that person...

She chose to come up behind Jesus... 
In the crowd... and reach out to him…

And touch his cloak. 

 
Her thinking was... 

If I can just touch his clothes...  
I will be made well. 

 
Now... it was a tiny act.

No big deal.

It's not hard to reach out... 
And grab someone's sleeve. 


Takes almost no effort at all.


And yet. 

Hidden in that tiny act.

Was a tremendous amount of faith. 

 
Remember. 

According to the Law...

She was unclean.

Because of the bleeding. 


She wasn't supposed to be mingling... 
In a large crowd.

Because it would spread. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
You remember how we couldn't touch each other...

No handshakes.

No hugs.

No contact whatsoever. 

 
You remember how we couldn't be in a large crowd...

No churches.

No movie theaters.

No concerts.  
For fear of spreading a disease.

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Well... The concept of being unclean.... 

Worked exactly the same way.

 
If an unclean person touched you... 
Then you became unclean. 

It's like it awful game of TAG... 




Where everyone who is unclean...

Is always it. 


People were afraid of them.

They were outcast.

They were rejected.


She had been bleeding for 12 years.

That's a ridiculously long time. 


During the pandemic...

We had been isolated for just over one year. 

And we had a really hard time...


She had been isolated for over 12 years. 

Rejected.

Hated. 

And outcast. 

By family and friends. 


No touching.

No contact.

No comfort.

 
Because of something she could not fix.

It wasn't her fault. 

Even though she tried.

Even though she spent all her money.

She couldn't make it right. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
But hoping against hope. 

With the threat of public shaming... 

Maybe even major punishment...

Like stoning to death. 


Hoping against hope... 

She pushed her way...  
Through the crowd...

Touching one person...  
After another. 


Then she did the one thing... 
She was not supposed to do. 
 
She reached out and touched Jesus. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
That's why I say... 

That little act... 

Took so much faith. 

 
And maybe you're thinking... 
Well... heck... she had nothing to lose. 

 
But she did. 




She literally had everything she had left... to lose.  [8 Faith Over Fear]


So it took all the faith she could muster...

To fight against her fear... 

That it would not work.

That she was too far gone... beyond healing.

That there would be...

Serious repercussions... 

If she were caught. 


And even after she was healed. 

She was still afraid.

She felt the sickness leave her body. 

She knew she had been healed. 


But Jesus looked around wildly...

Asking... who touched me...

And I bet to her...

It sounded like...

An angry accusation. 

Like she was guilty.

Like she had been caught. 
 
Remember it was a large crowd... 
The disciples said... 

Lots of people touched you.

How can you ask...

Who touched me. 


But she knew... she had done it.

She knew she had been healed.

She knew it was because of Jesus.

She knew she had her life restored. 	


And in fear... trembling...  
She fell at his feet...

And said... it was me. 

It was me... you healed.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

So.  There are two things... 
I want to say about this gospel lesson. 

And how it applies to our lives...

Depending on where we are. 

In the course of our faith journey. 


Maybe. You are like the woman...

Who had been bleeding for 12 years. 


You might not be sick.

You might not be desperate.

You might not be... 

To the metaphorical...

End of your rope.




But maybe you're scared. 

Maybe you're scared to hope again.

Maybe you're scared to believe.

Maybe you've been hurt so much... 

You just scared. 

 
Scared to take action... 

Because the world around you... 

Seems so negative and hurtful. 


And this whole Jesus thing...

Seems like a lot of mumbo jumbo... 

Like a fairy tale.  
Too good to be true. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Well... if that's where you are...

Then maybe this woman should be your hero. 


Because she was afraid.

And in spite of her fear...

She stepped out... 

And did one little thing.

That completely changed her life. 


She believed that Jesus... 

COULD change her life.

 
So she tried.  [9 Come to Jesus]


And she did one little thing.

Touched his robe. 


And I know... you can't literally touch his robe today. 

But you can reach out to him. 

You can pray your first prayer.

You can ask Jesus to give you hope and strength.

To meet the challenges of this world.


You can ask Jesus to forgive you.

Forgive what you have done.

What you have said.


You can ask Jesus to heal...  
Whatever is broken inside of you.

 
You can ask him to begin... 

A lifelong relationship with you... 


And sure.  It might be scary. 


Faith means...  
That you are trusting and taking a risk. 




And giving Jesus the opportunity. 

To change you. 


And Lord I know... 
Change can be hard. 

But it can also be... 

The greatest and most important thing... 
You have ever done. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

But maybe you're the other kind of person...  
From this gospel lesson.

Maybe you're like the hidden hero.


The one we don't know.

Who told the woman...

Where to find life and hope.

Where to find Jesus. 


If you are that kind of person...

I would encourage you today...

To take your responsibility... 

As a person of faith... 

Seriously.   [10 Story]


You have a story to tell.

You have a faith to share.

You have something... 

such an amazing gift… 
To give other people...

That can draw them closer to God.

And actually change their lives. 


It doesn't matter... 
How you tell your story. 

 
You can speak. 
You can teach.

You can paint.

You can make stained glass.

You can sing. 

You can make music. 

You can write poetry. 

You can build buildings.


You can give gifts.

You can feed the hungry.

You can reach out to someone who is lonely. 

You can tell the children...  
What Jesus means to you.

And why you believe in him. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
You can choose...

How you want to point to Jesus. 




The options are infinite.

And there is no one right way... 


Evangelism... is just sharing the good news...

Of Jesus the Christ.

In any way that you...  
Feel called to share. 


Then once it's out there... 
It becomes God's work... 

To bring it to fruition. 

To transform your story... 
In to God's story. 

Then into their stories. 

 
Just do your part. 

Find your way... 
Share your faith story. 


Give it to someone else.

Someone who needs it.

 
Give someone else...  
The opportunity... 

To love... 
And be loved... 
By Christ Jesus our Lord.


Thanks be to God.

Amen.



