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Celebrating the Life and the Eternal Life 
of 

Joyce Taft Kimbrell  
June 23rd, 1932 — May 25th, 2021  

        Charleston, SC.         Ft. Myers, FL 
June 27, 2021 

 
T ORDER OF SERVICE T 

 
OPENING HYMN 

GOD BLESS AMERICA 
 

God bless America, land that I love 
Stand beside her and guide her 
Through the night with the light from above 

From the mountains to the prairies 
To the oceans white with foam 
God bless America, my home sweet home 

God bless America, land that I love 
Stand beside her and guide her 
Through the night with the light from above 



2 
 

From the mountains to the prairies 
To the oceans white with foam 
God bless America, my home sweet home 

From the mountains to the prairies 
To the oceans white with foam 
God bless America, my home sweet home 
God bless America, my home sweet home 

(please rise) 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 
 
P In Holy Baptism Joyce Taft Kimbrell was 

clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness 
that covered all her sin. St. Paul says: “Do 
you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
His death?” 
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C We were buried therefore with Him by 
baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life. For if we have been united 
with Him in a death like His, we shall 
certainly be united with Him in a 
resurrection like His. 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for 
Your loving-kindness shown to Joyce Taft 
Kimbrell and to all Your servants who, having 
finished their course in faith, now rest from their 
labors. Grant that we also may be faithful unto 
death and receive the crown of eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING          2Kings 20:1-5 
 
20 In those days Hezekiah became ill and was at 
the point of death. The prophet Isaiah son of Amoz 
went to him and said, “This is what the Lord says: 
Put your house in order, because you are going to 
die; you will not recover.” 
2 Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed 
to the Lord, 3 “Remember, Lord, how I have 
walked before you faithfully and with wholehearted 
devotion and have done what is good in your 
eyes.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 
4 Before Isaiah had left the middle court, the word 
of the Lord came to him: 5 “Go back and tell 
Hezekiah, the ruler of my people, ‘This is what 
the Lord, the God of your father David, says: I 
have heard your prayer and seen your tears; I will 
heal you. On the third day from now you will go up 
to the temple of the Lord. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 28:6–9 
6Blessèd be the LORD! 
 For he has heard the voice of my pleas for 
mercy. 
7The LORD is my strength and my shield; 
 in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; 
my heart exults, 
 and with my song I give thanks to him. 
8The LORD is the strength of his people; 
 he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 
9Oh, save your people and bless your heritage! 
 Be their shepherd and carry them forever. 

(please rise) 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                         Matthew 10:34–42 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

tenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 34[Jesus said:] “Do not think that I have come to 
bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. 35For I have come to set a 
man against his father, and a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law. 36And a person’s enemies will be those of 
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his own household. 37Whoever loves father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me, and 
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is 
not worthy of me. 38And whoever does not take his 
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 
39Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever 
loses his life for my sake will find it. 
 40“Whoever receives you receives me, and 
whoever receives me receives him who sent me. 
41The one who receives a prophet because he is a 
prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and the 
one who receives a righteous person because he 
is a righteous person will receive a righteous 
person’s reward. 42And whoever gives one of 
these little ones even a cup of cold water because 
he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no 
means lose his reward.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
HYMN 
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837 LIFT HIGH THE CROSS 
(Stanzas ref–6) 

 
ref Lift high the cross, the love of Christ 

proclaim 
Till all the world adore His sacred name. 

 
1 Come, Christians, follow where our Captain 

trod, 
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. 
Refrain 

 
2 Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. 
Refrain 

 
3 All newborn soldiers of the Crucified 

Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. 
Refrain 

 
4 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. 
Refrain 

 



8 
 

5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. 
Refrain 

 
ref Lift high the cross, the love of Christ 

proclaim 
Till all the world adore His sacred name. 

 
6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
 
SERMON                                         . . . Pastor Karl 
 

(please rise) 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
P God has made us His people through our 

Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and 
hope, we confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
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     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, 

we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
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          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS 
P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the 

Lord. “He who believes in Me will live, even 
though he dies; and whoever lives and believes 
in Me will never die.” 

  
C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 

     Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation 
     which You have prepared in the sight of 
every people: 
a light to reveal You to the nations 
     and the glory of Your people Israel. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit; 
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 
be forever. Amen. 

  
P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the 

Lord. “He who believes in Me will live, even 
though he dies; and whoever lives and believes 
in Me will never die.” 

 
CONCLUDING COLLECT 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. 
 Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs 

of Your flock into the arms of Your mercy and 
bring them home. Comfort us with the certain 
hope of the resurrection to everlasting life and a 
joyful reunion with those we love who have died 
in the faith; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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(please be seated) 
 
BENEDICTION AND DISMISSAL 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and 
T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
  
P Let us go forth in peace, 
C in the name of the Lord. Amen. 
 
CLOSING WORDS                . . . Harrison Kimbrell 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 

662 ONWARD, CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS 
 

1 Onward, Christian soldiers, 
    Marching as to war, 
With the cross of Jesus 
    Going on before. 
Christ, the royal master, 
    Leads against the foe; 
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Forward into battle 
    See His banners go! Refrain 

 
ref Onward, Christian soldiers, 

    Marching as to war, 
With the cross of Jesus 
    Going on before. 

 
2 Like a mighty army 

    Moves the Church of God; 
Brothers, we are treading 
    Where the saints have trod. 
We are not divided, 
    All one body we, 
One in hope and doctrine, 
    One in charity. Refrain 

 
3 Crowns and thrones may perish, 

    Kingdoms rise and wane, 
But the Church of Jesus 
    Constant will remain. 
Gates of hell can never 
    ’Gainst that Church prevail; 
We have Christ’s own promise, 
    And that cannot fail. Refrain 
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ref Onward, Christian soldiers, 
    Marching as to war, 
With the cross of Jesus 
    Going on before. 

 
4 Onward, then, ye faithful, 

    Join our happy throng, 
Blend with ours your voices 
    In the triumph song: 
Glory, laud, and honor 
    Unto Christ, the king; 
This through countless ages 
    Men and angels sing. Refrain 
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The family would like to thank everyone for their 
kind expressions of love, care, and prayer in these 

days. 
 
 
 

THE PARTICIPANTS 
 

Pastor:       Rev. Karl P. Glander 
Organist:     Holly Bell 
Reader:      Pam Rugenstein 
Videographer: Jeffrey Kirsch & Ryan Kirsch 
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Joyce’s Story 
 
Joyce Taft Kimbrell FT. MYERS, FL - Joyce Taft  
Kimbrell, Born 23 June 1932 in Charleston, SC.,  
entered into eternal rest on 25 May, 2021 in Fort  
Myers, Florida. The daughter of Dr. Robert B. Taft  
and Mary Joyce Steedman Taft, in her early years  
Joyce's artistic ability was recognized, and she  
went on to become a skilled watercolor artist. She  
was a graduate of Ashley Hall School in  
Charleston, The Abbott Art School in Washington,  
DC, and she did advanced study with Elliot  
O'Hare, the famous American watercolor artist. In  
1954, she married Harrison Kimbrell, a Citadel  
graduate and Marine Corps Officer. Joyce's  
watercolors featured flowers, gardens and  
animals; especially canines. Her works are  
displayed in residences throughout the country  
and especially in New England, and homes in the  
Southern United States. Much of her work was  
done while she was Artist-in-Residence at  
Brandon Hall School in Atlanta, GA, and later in  
Columbia, SC, where she was a founding artist  
of The South Carolina Water Color Gourmet  
Luncheon and Discussion Society. Always a  
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champion of animals and wildlife, Joyce became a  
devoted worker for rescuing Bull Terriers. She was  
a tireless advocate for the breed and a founding  
member of The Southwest Florida Bull Terrier  
Rescue Club. She was a member of the National  
Society of the Colonial Dames of America in the  
State of South Carolina. Joyce is survived by her  
husband, Harrison, two adult sons and two  
grandchildren. Son, Harrison, Jr. currently lives in  
Indonesia and son, Robert Taft resides in Fort  
Myers, Florida with his wife, Carolyn, Joyce's  
beloved daughter-in-law. Granddaughter, Erin is in  
law school at the University of Melbourne in  
Melbourne, Australia and grandson, Lucian is a  
student at Singapore University in Singapore.  
When her husband passes, there will be joint  
services and burial at Old St. Andrews Church in  
Charleston. Memorial gifts may be directed to the  
Bull Terrier Rescue of Southwest Florida, Joan  
Spangler, Treasurer, 13145 Thoroughbred Drive,  
Dade City, Florida 33525. 


