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Beautiful Assurance
Pastor Thaddeus Book

Tempe Campus
(Church Office)
8600 S. McClintock Dr.
Tempe, AZ 85284
Gilbert Campus
3225 S. Lindsay Rd. #101
Gilbert, AZ 85297

Tempe // Sunday
9:00am - Contemporary Worship
(Live Stream)
10:30am - Worship
Gilbert // Sunday
9:00am - Contemporary Worship
As a missional congregation,
we celebrate Christ’s presence,
invite people into a growing
relationship with Jesus and equip
them to serve in a broken world.
Are you in need of prayer?
Send prayer requests to
prayerchain@desertcross.org
or fill out a prayer request form.
All newsletter submissions are
due the 15th of the month prior to
the month that an article is to be
advertised.

I thank God for you. Yes, you, who are
sitting and reading this now. For the
Holy Spirit’s work within you and the
Holy Spirit’s work within our congregation. For the ways you serve and the
words of mercy you speak to one
another. For the voices raised in song
every Sunday. For the prayers of the
faithful. For the adults who lead the
children and youth. For the doubters
and the curious. For the learners and
the teachers. I thank God for you who
feel at home here and for you who feel
on the margins of this community. I
learn from you. For sinners and saints,
both of which we all are.
It’s God’s work in us and it is a beautiful
thing. More than the programs we run,
it’s the relationships we are building
and the gifts that are being shared.
Gifts we saw on display in different
ways while we couldn’t gather together
and now gifts, we see manifesting themselves in new ways as we worship and

gather together again.
July is a good time to catch our breath.
That seems particularly true this year
as we take stock of where we have been
and then envision where we are going
next. I hope that in these summer
months, whether on vacation or at
home with us in worship, you will know
the beautiful assurance of God’s work
in your life and in our community. That
the “one who began a good work
among you will bring it to completion”
(Philippians 1:6). Thanks be to God.
Peace,

Pastor Thadd

WATER DAY!

Sunday, July 25 • 1pm • Tempe Campus
Kids Connect is going to meet INPERSON for a WATER DAY! Incoming
Kindergarten through 5th Graders are
invited to join Ms. Kristen for a loads of
fun! Friends are always invited!
Wear a swimsuit and sunscreen. Bring
a towel and water bottle to drink.
Please RSVP to Kristen Roehling at
kroehling@desertcross.org so we can
plan accordingly.

Thank You DCLC!
Thank you to everyone who participated in Desert Cross’ inaugural Day
of Giving! Your pastors, staff, Church
Council, Gilbert Chamber, and ministry leaders appreciate the generosity
of this community! Together, we
raised $16,054.33.

Worship Assistant Volunteers
Will you help beautify the altar in
Tempe with flowers?

The flower chart is back up in Tempe for those folks
who would like to sponsor altar flowers in the Tempe
Sanctuary during 2021. If you are celebrating a special
day, please consider donating flowers to mark that day.
You may sign up on the flower chart in the Tempe
narthex or contact Dawn Collins at 480-730-8600 or
dcollins@desertcross.org.

As Desert Cross continues to resume normal practices,
we find ourselves needing to update our volunteer lists.
If you are interested in being a worship assistant (usher,
scripture reader, communion assistant when the time
comes, help run powerpoint or are interested in learning about the live stream (in Tempe) please contact one
of our pastors or Art Krzyzewski in Tempe or Sharynn
Jennings in Gilbert.

Worship Need in Gilbert
You are invited to serve on the Altar Guild in Gilbert. No
experience needed, we’ll train you! Please prayerfully
consider this opportunity to serve the DCLC Gilbert
community. Contact Nancy Zine at 602-568-5677 if you
are interested.

At-Home Communion Kits
We are no longer putting communion kits outside. If
you are unable to attend worship and would like a
communion kit to use as you watch the livestream, you
can pick one up from the office in Tempe or if you are in
Gilbert, you can call Nancy Zine at 602-568-5677 and
she will happily deliver a communion kit to you.

Goodness

Angela Borchers, Stewardship Team Chair

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you. Thessalonians 5:16-18

Playlists on Summer Break
We’re not posting new Playlists this summer, but we’ll
continue posting new content on our Desert Cross
Faith Formation website throughout the summer.
Please sign up to follow th e website at
https://dclcfaithformation.org/
Come along with us. Exploring Faith. Making
Connections.
If you have any questions, contact Denise McClellan at
dmcclellan@desertcross.org.
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As life progresses towards normalcy, I search for some
good that may have come out of a year of sadness, loss,
and isolation. I feel like we were all sent to our rooms to
think about what we’ve done or may not have done. I
have come away with a new appreciation of the things I
once took for granted: going to church, singing, family
gatherings, concerts, sports, and dining out. I will especially never again take for granted receiving a hug or
seeing the smile on a stranger’s face. I am filled with
gratitude for all God’s gifts and blessings. In the words
of Josh Baldwin, “I see the evidence of your goodness
all over my life.”
How is God moving you to help those who have suffered
and continue to be in need of our help?
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Baptisms

Desert Cross is resuming baptisms.
If you are interested, please contact
Pastor Thadd in the church office at
480-730-8600 or email him at
tbook@desertcross.org.

Children’s Books for
Concordia Charter
School

Day of Service

Wednesday, July 7 • 9am—5:30pm
Host Church: Love of Christ Lutheran Church
1525 N Power Rd, Mesa, 85205
The team that usually plans Campformation has
planned a Day of Service. The day will include service
project(s), devotional from Bishop Hutterer, lunch, and
end of the day worship. If you have questions or to
register, please contact Chad Diegle at
cdiegle@desertcross.org.

The Gilbert campus is collecting new
and gently used Children’s Books for
Concordia Charter School. Early reading books for grades Kindergarten
through 6th Grade are appreciated.
This is an immediate need, but will
become an on-going collection.

Jr. High Night

Wednesday, July 14 at 7pm • Tempe Community Center
Wednesday, July 21 at 7pm • Location TBD
Teens are invited to meet together for fun, fellowship,
and to talk about life topics. Please contact Chad at
cdiegle@desertcross.org if you have any questions.

High School Night

Sunday, July 11 at 7pm • Tempe Community Center
We are meeting in-person once again! This is a night
of games and group discussion on “real life” topics.
Contact Chad Diegle at cdiegle@desertcross.org if you
have any questions.

Medical Supplies for
Concordia Charter School
The Gilbert campus is collecting medical items for
Concordia Charter School. While the need is immediate,
these items will become an on-going collection.
Donations needed: Children’s Tylenol, Ibuprofen, Cough
Drops, Cough Syrup, Band-aids, Lice Kits, Chapstick,
Hydrogen Peroxide, Antiseptic Wipes, and Neosporin.

Virtual VBS
We are bringing VBS to your
kids! Similar to last summer’s format, we are offering a virtual VBS, but with
a “totally tubular” new
theme BOLT: Totally 80’s!
This means that you can
do VBS with out-of-state
cousins and friends! Invite
your neighbors!!!

High School Dinner & Movie

Sunday, July 18 • 5:30pm • Chandler Mall
High School Night is going to do a summer favorite—
Dinner and a Movie. Meet at Chandler Mall by the
Harkins theatre. Please bring money for dinner and the
movie. If you have any questions, please contact Chad
Diegle at cdiegle@desertcross.org.

We are keeping the videos up on our website through
the summer, so if you haven't signed up yet, you still
can! Information and Registration forms can be found
on the website. Don’t miss the fun...It’s totally RAD!!!
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I-HELP Still Needs
a Little Help
Great news! We are excited to announce
that I-HELP is back on the Tempe campus
the fourth Tuesday of each month.
Thank you to the groups who have supported this
mission so far this year. If you and/or your group
would like to provide nourishing meals to those in
need, please let us know. If you want to help, let us
know and we can put together a group. It’s fun and
you are supporting an incredible program. The Tuesday
dates that still need volunteers are: July 27, September
28, and November 23. Check your calendars and check
with your friends, then please call or email either of us
with any questions or if you can help.
Blessings to all,
Glenn Tischaefer and Claudia Huss
Glenn: 902-539-1364
gtshaver@outlook.com

Claudia: 602-762-9014
claudiahuss@cox.net

Grace Pancake
Breakfast
Desert Cross has been feeding
the homeless at Grace Lutheran
Church since 1999. We took a
break during the height of the pandemic with the uncertainty of COVID and some of the restrictions, but starting in May, we are back to serving. We have enough volunteers for May, but there are dates for the rest of 2021
that we need volunteers for:
Sunday, August 22
Sunday, September 26
Sunday, October 24
What is involved? Arrive at Grace Lutheran (1124 N. 3rd
St., Phoenix 85004) by 6:30am; carpooling can be
arranged. Put on a hairnet & wash your hands. After
that, there are jobs large and small for folks young and
old. Between 12 and 15 volunteers are needed each
month. A breakdown of each job is available by emailing Joy Petroff at joylpetroff@gmail.com. Please let Joy
know that you are interested in serving by emailing or
calling 480-390-7396.
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Annual Back to School Drive

Collecting July & August
The Outreach Committee is gathering school supplies
for children in need and the classroom. This year we are
donating the supplies collected at the Tempe campus
to Step Up School and Kyrene Resource Center and
from the Gilbert campus to Concordia Charter School.
Below is a list of the school supplies used by students
and teachers throughout the year. The cost of school
supplies continues to rise. You can help us provide the
children and teachers with everything they need!

Student Supplies:
• Pencils—No. 2
• Pencil Cases—plastic
boxes or cloth pouches
• Eraser/Eraser Tips
• Spiral Notebooks
• White Lined Filler Paper
• Crayons
• Rulers
• Colored Markers
• Colored Pencils
• Glue Sticks
• Children’s Scissors
• Binders—1” - 2”

Teacher Supplies:
• White Copy Paper
• Dry Erase Board Markers
• Two Pocket Folders
• Construction Paper
• Card Stock Paper—white
or any color
• Sheet Protectors

Gift cards to Office Supply
stores or Walmart/Target
are always welcome.

BLOOD DRIVE

Saturday, August 21, 2021
The Outreach Ministry and Vitalant will be hosting
a blood drive on Saturday, August 21, 2021 in the
Desert Cross Community Center on the Tempe campus
from 7:30am to 1pm. Art Krzyzewski will be contacting
past donors for sign ups.

You can also go on-line to schedule an appointment
and using “desertcross” (all one word) as the sponsor
code. You can donate whole blood, power red, or
plasma. There is a need for Type O negative, Type A
and B positive. Please remember that when you donate
you earn points that can be turned in for prizes.
If you have any questions or want to sign up, contact
Art Krzyzewski at 602-292-0663 or krzyarty@cox.net.
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Desert Cross
Faith Formation
Exploring Faith. Making Connections. Staying
Connected to our Desert Cross Community. That’s
our hope for our Desert Cross Faith Formation website.
You can sign up to follow the website at
www.dclcfaithformation.org.
If you have any questions, contact Denise McClellan at
dmcclellan@desertcross.org.

Memorial Garden Maintenance
The RENEW Team and Management is aware of the
issues pertaining to the Memorial Garden, specifically
the fountain and the trees. Arrangements are being
made to begin making repairs.

Church Office Hours

Desert Cross has returned to pre-pandemic office
hours in Tempe. Staff is working in their offices when
their ministries are best served this way. In following
the CDC guidelines, we are asking all non-vaccinated
or ill people to wear face masks when on campus,
especially inside.
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, July 5 - In observance of Independence Day

There’s always room for Good News in your inbox! Each
week Desert Cross shares Modern Day Gospel Stories
through our Stories of Joy blog. Sign up to follow our
blog at storiesofjoy.org. Then share the blog and the
stories with your friends and family because everybody
loves a good story! If you have any questions, contact
Denise McClellan at dmcclellan@desertcross.org or
480-730-8600.

July Birthdays &
Milestone Anniversaries
Congratulations to all of our
July birthdays and anniversaries.
We wish you God’s blessings on
your special day!
For privacy reasons, Desert Cross
does not publish the names and
birthdays/anniversaries of our
congregation online. The full list
of birthdays and anniversaries
is available by contacting
Maegan Jennett at
mjennett@desertcross.org.
Thank you for
understanding.

Give to DCLC with Tithe.ly
For your convenience, we have online
giving up on our website and in our weekly emails. It allows you to donate to the
General Fund and the Special Hunger Jar
for the month. We appreciate all who are continuing to
support the many ministries of Desert Cross!
Did you know that Desert Cross offers TEXT giving?
It's simple! You can simply text the word "GIVE" to
833.636.1502 and complete the payment information.
It securely saves your information and makes it possible
to donate in 5 seconds once it has been set up!
All financial information associated with our online
and text giving is encrypted and stored by Tithe.ly's
banking partner to PCI DSS Level 1 compliant standards, which is the highest possible rating one can get
in the electronic payment processing industry.

DESERT CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH

July 2021

5

