
This spring, our maintenance team took three 

trips into the small village of Angguruk. 

Angguruk is part of the Yali tribe, nestled in a valley in 

the central mountains of Papua. One of our MAF 

aircraft was damaged during landing on this airstrip, 

so our maintenance team was tasked to return this 

aircraft to an airworthy state so it could be flown back 

out. Not an easy thing to do in the jungle! 

Our first trip required us to fly in on a helicopter, and 

our goal was to make our airplane mobile so it could 

be moved to a better location at the end of the 

airstrip. This was the trip I took part in, and a definite 

highlight was (pictured above) when the locals—young 

and old—spontaneously helped pull our Cessna 

Caravan up a 24% slope; it was crazy! What would 

have been very difficult for us to accomplish 

with the cables, come-alongs and other 

tooling we flew in, was accomplished by old 

ladies and barefoot school kids...It clearly was 

the Lord. We sent in slightly different crews 

each trip. The second trip in saw the main 

landing gear completely replaced, and the 

third trip focused on a new engine, propeller, 

engine truss mount, and nose landing gear. 

This last trip lasted a full five days in the 

village! 

A highlight for us who helped with this project 

was just being in Angguruk. We were 

pleasantly surprised at the general spirit of 

the people in this place; welcoming and quick to help 

however they could. At night, it was quiet! The runway 

is the only road, no electricity or internal combustion 

engines. It is just too steep to really make use of a 

motorcycle, so foot trails are how you get around. A 

previous missionary once set up some hydroelectric, 

but a landslide ended that. I asked about the previous 

missionaries that had called Angguruk home for so 

many years, starting in the 1960s. What a thing to 

pour the prime years of your life into a remote group 

of people in a hidden corner of the world. The hydro is 

gone, but their impact is still evident.  What could be 

more valuable, more beautiful, more reflective of 

what Christ has done for each one of us? What an 

example of time well spent. - Ben 
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Before the end of the third trip and the plane taking off, the community gathered around 

our airplane and prayed over it. I thank God for a safe return of our aircraft, and this 

opportunity to interact with the people of Angguruk! 
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Introducing Victor Kilo! This past month we received a 

new MAF Kodiak in Papua. It was flown from Winnipeg to Alaska, 

over the Bering Strait and down to Japan, further down to 

Midway Atoll, and finally on to Sentani. To accomplish this, 

special fuel tanks are installed to greatly increase its range for 

those long hauls. It is quite a process to receive an aircraft and get 

it ready to fly operationally. Part of that process is de-registering 

the aircraft in the US (N190KQ) and then getting it registered in 

Indonesia (PK-MVK). Once that is done, we can paint on the new 

registration markings (pictured). Hello, “Victor Kilo”! We hope to 

soon be using this aircraft in the next month. Please pray for the 

work still yet to be done to get PK-MVK flying in Papua! 

School is out! Yes, it’s been a while since I posted a photo of 

our kiddos. Luke just finished Gr. 10, Simon Gr.9, Helena Gr.7, 

and Charlotte Gr.5. We’re so proud of them this past year 

attending Hillcrest International School. This has been a big 

jump for them moving from Tarakan last summer, and also a big 

blessing from God. (Yes, Luke is a wee bit taller than me now, 

and Simon is, in fact, taller than Helena, it’s just how they’re 

standing.) Speaking of our family, we will be staying in Papua 

this summer and pushing our summer home assignment back 

to 2022. This is in hopes of avoiding some of the  extra 

complications and quarantines that international travel currently 

carry. Miss you all! 
- Ben & Amy Eadie 
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