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23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, 

because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king's 

edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of 

Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to 

enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater 

wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 27 By faith he left 

Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is 

invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer 

of the firstborn might not touch them. 29 By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on 

dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were drowned. 30 By 

faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days. 31 By 

faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she 

had given a friendly welcome to the spies. 32 And what more shall I say? For time would 

fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the 

prophets 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained 

promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge 

of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign 

armies to flight. 35 Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, 

refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 36 Others 

suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were 

stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins 

of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated-- 38 of whom the world was not 

worthy--wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 

39 And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was 

promised, 40 since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they 

should not be made perfect.  

 

Hebrews 11:1  

1“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”  

We are going to start today's message with a demonstration. It's a simple game of Charades. If I 

can get a couple of you Worship Team leaders to stand in front of me here. Now, if I stand here 

with no cards, no game and no instructions and start taking guesses about nothing. How much 

sense would that make? None. Believing in something doesn't make it exist. Faith is neither a 

creator nor blind. It is the concrete assurance of things hoped for. In the example of Charades, I 

need something to guess at. Without the game, playing charades is just stupid. It is illogical. 

Similarly, faith is not a call to foolish belief but hope in something known but not seen. Faith is 

also evidenced by people who know the things hoped for. Again with charades, I don't see the 

word, but you guys do. I have faith there is a word there but no clues as to what it is. This time, I 

will put a word up on my Ipad and ask the worship team to give me one-word clues.  



The answers are still tough to guess and get the correct answer. So it is with faith. Without the 

witness of these other people, I would not be able to guess the animal on the screen. Faith is a 

shared experience.  

Today, we will continue looking at these heroes of faith in Hebrews.  

Faith is conceived with reason, birthed through hope and grown to maturity through action.  

 

Faith is Conceived with Reason  

Let's start with the first part of that thesis statement. Faith is conceived with reason. I never like 

the term blind faith. So often, the Christian faith is described this way by people who are not 

Christians. Atheists have coined the term "Magical Thinking" to describe our faith, and it is 

anything but that. It is not a blind guess at something we don't understand. It is an intimate 

knowledge of God evidenced by his work through his people. Let's start in verse 23 to see how 

Moses faith started with reasoned thought.  

Moses  

23By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, 

because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king's 

edict.  

Moses parents were faced with murdering their child because of the command from Pharoah. 

Like Moses parents, I can see the logical choice to do anything possible to save my child.  

Because of Israel's history, they knew who God was and what he was able to achieve. They knew 

because they were only generations removed from God's miraculous work. So they did the logical 

thing. They trusted the God who was big enough to deliver their son. Interestingly, their faith 

branched into Moses faith in the proceeding verses. That's the power a parent holds in raising 

their children. First, Moses' parents had to give him up and sail him down the Nile only to have 

the daughter of Pharoah pick him up and take him as her own. After this, knowing the princess 

would need a nanny, Moses' sister suggests Moses' mother for the job, and she 24 By faith 

Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 

choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting 

pleasures of sin. 26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures 

of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.  

Moses parents must have taught him about his lineage. He must have been instructed in the ways 

of God to some degree because you don't throw away the privilege he had without reason. At this 

point, Moses a great leader, a prince of Egypt. Even adopted, he held a position of power.  

What did Moses see that was so great that he would choose it over an entire kingdom? What was 

Moses so dissatisfied with that he would act with such severity? The implied teachings of his 

parents would start Moses' faith journey. Pharaoh's daughter adopted him, but in a twist of fate 

only God could bring about, his mother was his nanny for a time (some speculate it might be as 

much as 18years), and he learned about God. He knew who God was; he understood Israel's 



history with God because his mother was likely the one who taught it to him. He threw all the 

riches in the known world away because what he learned of God was so visceral, so accurate, so 

true that it made more sense to Moses than his current state. Take a moment to consider that 

fact. Moses had everything a man could want, but what he had learned about his people and his 

God was more valuable than all of that. He was not irrational or idealistic in his thinking. He made 

a courageously logical decision based on all that he knew.  

Faith is conceived through reason, not blind guesses. Faith starts with the knowledge of God. It 

begins with a logical, reasonable  

 

Rahab  

31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because 

she had given a friendly welcome to the spies.  

Rahab had heard about the God of the Hebrews and the army that went with it. She had listened 

and heard about the power that followed them. When she came face to face with the Israelite 

spies, she had to make a choice. She saw an opportunity and seized it.  

Her faith in God was born out of desperation and a desire to be saved, but that changes nothing. 

She made a choice and a calculated one. Her faith begins with a plea for her families life.  

She was a prostitute, a harlot, a woman of the night. She was not a righteous woman, but here in 

Hebrews, she is slotted next to Moses as a hero of faith. Why? When she heard about God and 

how powerful he was, moving through Moses, Joshua and the Israelite army, she was scared and 

feared for her life. Nevertheless, she was confident of her only hope, and that was to appeal to 

God.  

Her faith started with a reason. Change or be destroyed. Isn’t this  

Faith is conceived with reason, birthed through hope and grown to maturity through action.  

 

Birthed Through Hope  

Israelites (Joshua)  

30By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days.  

Joshua had fulfilled the vision of a promised land and took the Israelites into Canaan. First, they 

marched to the most fortified city to conquer it and then, instead of attacking it, marched around 

it for seven days. 40,000 Israelite Warriors, Musicians and those carrying the Ark of the Covenant 

paraded around a City named Jericho as a military tactic.  

I have trouble imagining how those conversations went. Can you imagine being one of the 

warriors on the day you were told the plan?  



There is, however, a method to the madness. Joshua, the leader of the Israelites, believed in 

Gods plan to deliver into their hands the promised land. Joshua could have used the 

overwhelming power of their numbers to bring down Jericho through traditional tactics. Instead, 

God instructs the Israelites to do something that could only bring glory to God. Under Joshua's 

leadership, the Israelites obey Gods direction and put their hope in him. In doing so, they compose 

history to inspire future generations.  

By putting their complete trust in God, the Israelites were able to enter the promise given to 

Moses. 

 

Faith Through Weakness  

(Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel)  

32And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 

Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets.  

I think there is something significant to notice through these examples in this chapter. From start 

to finish, each of these individuals, from most minor to most excellent, has serious character flaws, 

personal failures, or enormous mistakes. Yet, these characters and stories showcase a different 

but powerful kind of hope.  

Throughout the Bible, we see examples of God working through what we may call lesser vessels. 

Faith is birthed in situations like this because God can redeem us wherever we are in life. As we 

saw with Rahab, where you came from, your previous decisions in life are not barriers to your 

faith.  

This lack of pre-qualifications provides us with the great hope that no matter who we are, who we 

will be, where we are, where we will be, God is always available. Our weaknesses, failures and 

flaws do not disqualify us for the reward of faith Brian talked about last week.  

Gideon's weaknesses (Judges 6) 

 • He showed significant doubt toward the Rescuer of Israel, asking for multiple signs. His 

example shows us that God uses us despite our hesitancy.  

Barak's Weakness (Judges 4)  

• He depended more on himself than he depended on God. When Barak put his hope in God, 

he accomplishes great things. When he doesn't, God uses other people to accomplish his will. 

His example shows us the importance to keep our hope in God and not ourselves.  

Samson's and David’s Weaknesses (Judges 14, 2 Samuel 1-24)  

• They wandered into sin and embraced it, leading to devastating consequences. Each example 

shows us the dangers of sin, and the hope for redemption, even in our weakness.  

Jephthah Weaknesses (Judges 11)  

• He never actually sought out God's will. Jephthah ends up sacrificing his daughter because of 

the vows he made. His example shows us that we don't know the future, so we must continue to 

look forward in hope toward God for direction.  



Samuel's Weaknesses (2 Samuel 1-24)  

• He was unable to lead his sons into a close relationship with God. Regardless of his son's 

decisions, his hope remained in God. His example shows us that our relationship failings do not 

always equate to a lack of faith or devotion to God.  

Humans are flawed. We are sinful and broken, but there is hope for us in God. So again, I want 

to be clear, there is no excuse for sin, but God works through people with flawed lives. In each 

example, they do beautiful works for God when their hope rests in him alone.  

If God can use people like this, what do you think God can do through you and me despite our 

weaknesses? No matter who you are, when you understand and experience God at work, hope 

begins to change your perspective, and you see all sorts of opportunities to glorify God, despite 

your failures or weakness.  

2 Corinthians 12:10 10For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, 

hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.  

Faith is conceived with reason, birthed through hope and grown to maturity through action.  

 

Grown to Maturity Through Action  

After faith is first conceived and we hope in God, it remains immature until we take action. The 

book of James says this:  

James 2:26  

26For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead. 

The reality is that actions and faith have a symbiotic relationship in the life of a Christian. One 

cannot be alive without the other. One is the evidence that the other exists. For if we have learned 

about God intellectually and then experienced the hope found in Him, our actions will lead toward 

Him.  

Moses 

27 By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as 

seeing him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so 

that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them. 29By faith the people crossed 

the Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were 

drowned. 

 He trusted God to provide for him when his comfort and security was removed. In Egypt, he was 

a prince and had everything he could ever want. However, his knowledge of God provided by his 

mother showed him the desperation of the Israelites.  

After he put his trust in God, turning away from Pharaoh's daughter, he takes a leap of faith, 

leaving his previous life behind. It was time for him to lean into his faith and do the work God had 

laid out for him.  



His first action was leaving the power and prestige of Egypt and trading it for destitution alongside 

the Hebrews. This first step reminds me of Jesus' word in Matthew 19:24.  

24Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 

person to enter the kingdom of God.”  

After leaving Egypt, Moses had nothing but his hope in God. Looking forward in faith, God doesn't 

disappoint Moses speaking to him in the burning bush and leading him back to Egypt to set the 

Israelites free from slavery. God works through Moses doing miracles and proclaiming plagues 

on Egypt after Pharaoh's denial to free the Israelites.  

In the last stage before their departure, God releases the final plague of death on Egypt. God 

instructs Moses to place the blood on the doors to mark the houses of the Israelites. In doing so, 

death would not come and take them.  

Would it not be possible for God to decide to protect the Israelites without needing this useless 

action? The answer is yes, but through this action, generations remember where their hope rests. 

Thus, there is a relationship between action and confidence with our faith.  

Head knowledge is not enough. Hope is not enough. We need to move to change.  

Lastly, we see Moses at the Red Sea. The waters part, and the people rush across the dry land 

running from the chariots of the Egyptians. What's interesting is that the water did not stay parted 

for the pursuers. They were moving forward with faith like the Israelites, were they not? Why did 

the waters crush them and not the Israelites?  

Was faith conceived for the Egyptians with logic? Yes, only in themselves.  

Was faith birthed through hope in God? No.  

In this, the Egyptians arrogance is a stark reminder that God is the most crucial part  

33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped 

the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were 

made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 

Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept 

release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 36 Others suffered mocking and 

flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in 

two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, 

destitute, afflicted, mistreated-- 38 of whom the world was not worthy--wandering about 

in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.  

Sometimes we act because of what it can get us. It's easy to perform when I know it gets me 

something tangible like comfort, success or money. However, faith in God is not a lockdown recipe 

for success in this life, but rather a compass through it until we see God in the next. A guide in 

both comfort and pain, joy and sorrow, victory and suffering.  

This final section of verses shows us that faith leads to a variety of results. Some of them are 

good; some are horrific. The key here is that what we do on earth is not for us but the glory of 

God. Working for the glory of God alone is faith at full maturity.  



Our faith is complete when we can let go of our lives and devote them to God no matter what the 

outcome is.  

 

Jesus is the Completion of Their/Our Faith Journey  

39 And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was 

promised, 40 since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they 

should not be made perfect.  

Verse 40 drives home an even more humbling and convicting point. The ultimate reward promised 

to believers in God had not yet been delivered—God had not yet completed His ultimate victory 

over evil and suffering. So why hadn't God gave this yet? According to this verse, the answer is 

us! We are that reason.  

Those who are alive and able to hear the gospel today have access to even more evidence of 

God's faithfulness than those who went before. God has delayed the end of His plan (2 Peter 3:9) 

for our sake, allowing those of us who believe today to share in the rewards of those former 

heroes. That, in and of itself, speaks to the love God has for us, even if we don't see ourselves in 

the same spiritual league as these examples. We have even more evidence, more hope than 

these people who we revere.  

How will you respond? 

 At what point are you at in your faith journey? Are you just starting? Have you heard about Jesus 

from a friend? Have you read enough of God's word to see the truth there? Is it reasonable to put 

your faith in God?  

Have you experienced God at work in your life? Is God your focus, your hope for moving forward? 

Where is God leading you in your walk of faith to take action?  

 

Charades with the Audience  

We will try charades one more time—this time with the entire audience telling me what is on the 

screen. Tell me out loud what you see?  

"Jesus Christ”  

Faith is conceived with reason, birthed through hope and grown to maturity through 

action.  

Faith is a shared experience. The more we share, the easier it is to find something searching. 

People are searching. Let's join this cloud of witnesses from Hebrews 11 so that all men and 

women might come to know God and put their faith in Him.  


