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Living 
Upside 
Down

Message 8: REVENGE!

Mt. 5:38-42

What this message is about

Jesus teaches his disciples that 
Kingdom of  Heaven righteousness 
shows itself  through a 
foundational attitude of  self-denial 
as it lives in this world. 

What this message is about

The best description of  this 
attitude is humility that results 
from confidence and love. 

Purpose of  this message

To help us to identify and confess 
ways that we rationalize our 
disobedience to Jesus by failing to 
deny ourselves, pick up our cross, 
and follow him. 

1. Legal Righteousness:

Limited and proportionate retribution

Mt. 5:38

You have heard that it was said, 
‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth. 
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Lev. 24:17-20

“Whoever takes a human life shall 
surely be put to death. 18 Whoever 
takes an animal’s life shall make it 
good, life for life. 

Lev. 24:17-20

19 If  anyone injures his neighbor, 
as he has done it shall be done to 
him, 20 fracture for fracture, eye for 
eye, tooth for tooth; whatever 
injury he has given a person shall 
be given to him.

2. Kingdom righteousness

Kingdom righteousness: humility

Mt. 5:39a

But I say to you, Do not resist the 
one who is evil. . . . 

Mt. 5:5

Blessed are the meek, for they 
shall inherit the earth.

Num. 12:1-4

Miriam and Aaron began criticizing 
Moses on account of  the Ethiopian 
woman he had married, for he had 
in fact married an 
Ethiopian woman.
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Num. 12:1-4

2 They said, “Is it true that ADONAI 
has spoken only with Moses? 
Hasn’t he spoken with us too?” 
ADONAI heard them. 3 Now this 
man Moses was very humble, more 
so than anyone on earth. 

3.  Four illustrations of  this 
Kingdom attitude

a. Absorb insults Mt. 5:39b

But if  anyone slaps you on the 
right cheek, turn to him the other 
also. 

b. Give up rights Mt. 5:40

And if  anyone would sue you and 
take your tunic, let him have your 
cloak as well. 
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c. Overcome resentment with 
voluntary service

Mt. 5:41

And if  anyone forces you to go one 
mile, go with him two miles. 

d. Hold possessions loosely. A 
Kingdom person is generous.

Mt. 5:42

Give to the one who begs from you, 
and do not refuse the one who 
would borrow from you. 

Luke 9:23-24

And he said to all, “If  anyone 
would. Come after me, let him 
deny himself  and take up his cross 
daily. And follow me. 24For whoever 
would save his life. Will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake 
will save it.

Jn. 13:1-4

Now before the Feast of  the 
Passover, when Jesus knew that 
his hour had come to depart out of  
this world to the Father, having 
loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end. 
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Jn. 13:1-4

2 During supper, when the devil 
had already put it into the heart of  
Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to 
betray him, 

Jn. 13:1-4

3 Jesus, knowing that the Father 
had given all things into his hands, 
and that he had come from God 
and was going back to God, 4 rose 
from supper. He laid aside his 
outer garments, and taking a 
towel, tied it around his waist.

Internal essentials

•Wreckless love

(“He loved them to the end”)

produced by. . . 

Internal essentials

•Profound security

(Jesus, knowing that the Father 
had given all things into his hands, 
and that he had come from God 
and was going back to God )

Next Step

This week pay attention to the 
times when you feel insulted or 
resentful. What are your actions in 
those times? Continually ask Jesus 
to help you to die to yourself, pick 
up your cross, and follow him. 
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