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1.  Summary 

The book of Lamentations is book of sorrowful songs or poems.  The name implies that the topic 

is expressing grief over something (to lament).  Jeremiah, also known as the “weeping prophet” 

writes this after the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians.  It was written soon after the 

fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C.; he was an eyewitness.  He predicted this destruction (as did others), 

watched it take place, and now in this book he is sadly reflecting on it. Key personalities are the 

prophet Jeremiah and the people of Jerusalem. 

 

Its purpose was to express despair and teach God’s people that disobedience to the Lord results 

in immense suffering and distress.   Jeremiah pours out his emotions in compassion, and empathy 

for God’s nation, as he watches them inhabit a foreign land. 

 

•    In chapter 1, Jeremiah mourns for Jerusalem and Judea as it lays in ruin by the raid and 

destruction of Babylon, “How lonely sits the city that was full of people! She has become like a 

widow who was once great among the nations! She who was a princess among the provinces has 

become a forced laborer!” (1:1). 

•    Chapter 2, He described the anger of the Lord who brought judgment to the wicked land (as 

God had warned), “In fierce anger He has cut off all the strength of Israel; He has drawn back 

His right hand from before the enemy...” (2:3). 

•    Chapter 3, we see Jeremiah expressing his troubled spirit and suffering in gloom. He too is 

afflicted, as his homeland has been pillaged. On the other hand, he reminds us in verses 19-23, 

that God is faithful and will restore and bring His promise to pass, “The LORD’S loving-kindness 

indeed never cease, for His compassions never fail” (3:22). 

•    Finally, in chapter 4, we read that God has brought justice and ruled mightily.  During the 

siege, the city of Jerusalem suffered incredibly. Starvation was so bad and widespread that the 

Israelites resorted to eating their own children. The nation was warned about their sin and 

disobedience and the penalty of the coming judgment of God, and in verse 11 we read, “The 

LORD has accomplished His wrath..”. 

 

2.  The verse: 

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. (3:22) 

 

3.  The learning: 

In the mist of suffering, we trust God in what he has promised for the future based on God’s 

covenantal “steadfast love” in the past. 


