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What this message is about: 
Jesus teaches his disciples that Kingdom of Heaven righteousness shows itself 
through a foundational attitude of humble self-denial as it lives in this world. The 
best description of this attitude is love that is a result of profound security.  
 
Purpose of this message: 
To help us to identify and confess ways that we rationalize our disobedience to 
Jesus by failing to deny ourselves, pick up our cross, and follow him.  
 

1. Legal righteousness: ____________ and __________________ retribution  
Mt. 5:38 Lev. 24:17-20 Ex. 21:25 Deut. 19:18-21 

 
2. Kingdom righteousness: ___________________ 

Mt. 5:39a 
Mt. 5:5 
Numbers 12:1-4 

 
3. Four __________________ of this Kingdom attitude.  

 
a. Absorb _________________ 

Mt. 5:39b  Numbers 12:1-3 
 

b. Give up. _____________ 
        Mt. 5:40    1Cor. 9:15 

 
c. Overcome _________________ with ________________ 

Mt. 5:41 
 

d. Hold possessions ________________.  
Mt. 5:42  Luke 9:23-26 

 

Living 
Upside 
Down

Message 8: REVENGE!

Mt. 5:38-42



What are the essential inward attitudes that make this possible?  
 
______________ love produced by . . . .  Profound _____________________ 
Jn. 13:1-4 
 
Next Step: 
This week pay attention to the times when you feel insulted or resentful. What 
are your actions in those times? Continually ask Jesus to help you to die to 
yourself, pick up your cross, and follow him.  
 
 
 
Looking Back. . .  
 

1. Read Mt. 5:38-42.  Where does God stop you?  
 

2. How were the Scribes and Pharisees misusing the OT law concerning 
limited and proportionate retribution (an eye for an eye)? Look at Ex. 
21:25, Lev. 24:17-20 and Deut. 19:18-21.  

 
3. What is a good way to summarize the Kingdom righteousness Jesus talks 

about in this passage?  
 

4. Are there ever situations when a follower of Jesus should resist an evil 
person. If so, under what circumstances?  

 
5. Do you find yourself trying to mitigate your obedience to this section of 

the Sermon on the Mount? What does that look like? On the other hand 
what does obedience look like?  

 
6. How does Jn. 13:1-4 connect with this passage?  


