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John 10:1-16 

 

Introduction: though God has revealed Himself in nature, in His 

Word (the Bible) and in His Son, He intends for us to hear His 

voice in our own personal lives.  

 

John 10:1-16 -- Jesus is the Shepherd of His sheep and knows each 

personally.  

• They know His voice 

• He calls them all by name 

• He is the Good Shepherd because he truly cares 

• Other sheep, not yet in the fold, will also hear His voice 

 

How do we distinguish God’s voice amidst the many others? 

 

God has a special interest in speech as a means of conveying 

spiritual truth and life. i.e. James 3, 1 Corinthians 12-14 

 

The Holy Spirit is given for us to know His voice. John 14:26 

 

Biblical examples of hearing God’s voice: 

• Positive: Moses – Exodus 33:11; Samuel – 1 Samuel 3:7 

• Negative: Isaiah 6:9-10; Amos 8:11 

 

Ways to hear God’s voice: 

• Through personal time with Him in His Word – Isa 50:4 

• Through worship and prayer together – Acts 13 

• Through personal words of edification – Colossians 3:16 

 

Ways to recognize God’s voice: 

• always consistent with His Word 

• A “still small voice" 

 
Then Samuel said, “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening”  

1 Samuel 3:10b 

Suggested Discussion Questions 

 

1. Begin with a prayer that worships the Lord and invites 

His Spirit to speak to each person through this time in 

His Word and in fellowship with one another.  

 

2. Invite each one to read John 10:1-16 privately and 

slowly to begin. Look for words in the passage that 

seem to stand out to you, and then share these with 

one another.  

 

3. Thinking of the passage as a whole, what assurance 

does it provide that Jesus desires to minister to us in a 

very personal way? 

 

4. What do you think is required on the part of the 

individual sheep to hear the Shepherd’s voice? 

 

5. What assurance do you have from God’s Word that 

God intends for us to hear His voice in very personal 

ways in our lives? 

 

6. Share about ways in which you have heard God’s 

voice by meditation in the Word, in prayer, in 

congregational worship times, from personal 

encouragements, through reading, and in other ways.  

 

7. What dangers might exist in seeking to hear God’s 

voice as described and what safeguards are given so 

we won’t misread the voice of the Lord? 

 

End with a time of silent reflection and prayer as the 

Spirit leads.  


