
The Second Sunday After Trinity 2021 

“We know that we have passed from death unto life because we love the 

brethren.” (1 St. John 3.14) 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Last week, in thinking about the parable of the rich man who feasted sumptuously 

every day and ignored the beggar, Lazarus, we heard about St. Therese of Lisieux 

and the Little Way. As a young nun, she resolved to do whatever she could with 

love, in love and for Love: in offering a reply, a word, a gesture, a look – whatever 

it was – to do it with love. And her “Little Way” is, of course, possible for us too. 

The thing is, today’s Epistle makes it clear that if we do not implement the Little 

Way – if we do not open our hearts to the Way of God’s Love – we are as good as 

dead. Listen to this: “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because 

we love the brethren…He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.” The New 

Living Translation puts it like this: “A person who has no love is still dead”.  

The focus here is on the heart – the condition of the heart. Is it open or closed? Is 

it alive or is it dying? Is it willing to share or not? Is it full of selfish love or 

sacrificial (agape) love? And those are really the key questions. As St. John put it, 

“If anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 

against him, how does God's love abide in him?”  

There is that word ‘abide’ again. It means ‘to stay’; ‘to dwell’; ‘to remain’. So, if 

we sees someone in need and close our heart against them, how does God’s love 

abide or stay in us? The spiritual reality being laid out here – the spiritual truth – 

is that there should be evidence that God has made His home is us. Signs of the 

new life should be visible in us. Afterall, we have received the Holy Spirit in 

Baptism, and have pledged to follow the Lord Jesus at Confirmation. 

But why would we have a closed heart? Why would the signs of God’s love NOT 

be visible in our lives?  

One reason, of course, is our unwillingness to look outside of our own needs and 

situation. In order to love another person and share what we have with them, we 

have to see that person as a child of God; as someone for whom the Lord Jesus 

shed His Blood. In psychology circles this is called ‘reframing’. Basically, it means 



looking at the whole picture – the bigger picture beyond myself. With a closed 

heart, I see only myself. I am the only subject in the picture, framed small as it is. I 

am blind to anyone else because of my own desires, needs and emotions. 

However, if I reframe the picture – if I place it in a larger frame -- suddenly there 

is room for others.   

This perspective, of course, flows from the Cross. There, the Lord Jesus gave 

Himself up to be humiliated and tortured, and to die so that we could be released 

from our sins and the powers of death. And this is exactly what St. is talking about 

in today’s Epistle when he says, “Whoever does not love, abides in death”. If we 

refuse to look outside of ourselves; if we refuse to reframe the situation and 

make room for others in the picture; if we are unwilling to see others as being 

precious to God and the objects of His Love; then St. John is absolutely right: we 

do abide in death -- the spiritual death that comes from selfishness. 

Incredibly, even though this may make sense to us this morning, it will be a 

challenge to do it this afternoon. The old nature within us is hard-hearted. It is 

selfish and greedy, and resists the promptings of the Holy Spirit. As St. Paul said, 

“The desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are 

against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the 

things you want to do.” (Galatians 5.17) 

This is the point of today’s Gospel: we make up excuses and stick with them, even 

when we know we are hurting ourselves or someone else in the process. Was it 

really necessary for the guy to skip the great supper in order to see the land he 

had bought? Was it absolutely critical that the oxen be yoked and worked on that 

particular afternoon? And why could the newly-weds not have attended the 

meal?  

Reader’s Digest has a list of these, on-line, including: “My toe is trapped in the 

bathtub”; “my fish is sick”; “my dog seems lonely”. In addition to these, there is 

the difficult to nail down “family emergency”. As one psychology professor who 

has researched our reasons for making excuses, says, “The family emergency is 

vague enough to cover anything from a sister's toothache to an uncle's decision to 

uproot his family and move across the country. This excuse is one size fits all.” 

(from Susan Krauss Whitbourne, University of Massachusettes Amherst). In the 

end, the bottom line is simple: “The reason people don’t do what they are 



supposed to do is because they want to do something else.” That’s the real truth 

of the matter; and while it may work for me in some situations, it does not work 

with God. To Him all hearts are open, all desires known, and from Him no secrets 

are hid. He knows the real reasons for my unwillingness to reframe and include 

other people in the picture. 

This is sobering, no doubt about it. But we are accountable for the love and the 

forgiveness and the new life we have received in Christ. As the children of God, it 

matters how we live in relation to others. It matters whether our hearts are 

closed or open. It matters whether or not we follow ‘The Little Way’. It matters, 

and God knows it matters – in fact it is the difference between life and death; so 

to help us, God gives us the gift of holy fear -- the fear of the Lord.  

This is one of the gifts of grace which the Bishop requested for you at your 

Confirmation. …But as soon as fearing the Lord is mentioned, people get all bent 

out of shape. “I don’t believe in a God Who must be feared. I believe in a God of 

love”. So do I… When the Bible speaks of fearing God, it does not mean that we 

must lie in the fetal position afraid of what unpredictable disaster He will inflict 

upon us next. On the contrary, to fear the Lord is to love and reverence Him; to 

worship and obey Him. This gift of the Holy Spirit is holy fear, not natural fear. The 

fear of the Lord. And, it helps us to be accountable to God and to one another, 

and to ourselves. It steers us away from selfishness toward the Little Way of love. 

It was due to a lack of holy fear that the rich man ignored Lazarus, the sick beggar, 

in last week’s Gospel. It wasn’t that he didn’t know about him; rather, it was that 

he did not care about him. He was only concerned about himself. As we get older 

and realize how small we are, and how fragile life is, the falseness of this way is 

exposed for what it is. We are not the masters of our own destiny. We are not in 

control. We are just people, that’s all; and, therefore, we must reframe the 

picture to include others and their needs. And so today’s Collect teaches us to 

pray, “make us to have a perpetual fear and love of thy holy Name”. 

Having received the gift of holy fear, we still need to take hold of it and use it. The 

Lord actually commands us to do this. Near the end of this morning’s Epistle, St. 

John says, “This is His (God’s) commandment, ‘That we should believe in the 

Name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as He gave us 

commandment.”  Of this, Robert Crouse said, “The commandment to love seems  



strange:  we’re used to thinking of love as something spontaneous, something 

that just happens.   It is an experience.  One “falls in love”.  What sense does it 

make to command it?” 

“But St John’s approach is more realistic than our conventional modern attitudes 

about the spontaneity of belief and love.  Our beliefs and loves do not simply 

“happen”; they pertain to a character long formed by a long process of training 

and (the forming of habits).  And that process always begins with commandment 

and obedience.  Just as our natural life has its formation in obedience to parents 

and teachers, so our spiritual life has its formation in obedience to God’s word.”  

The Lord commands us to believe in Him and to love one another because He 

knows us completely. He understands how quickly we make excuses and how 

easy it is for us to ignore one another. If we are to grow in love; if we are to 

mature as the children of God, we need holy fear. Fear of the Lord, instead of 

following my feelings. Following my feelings is all about me and the love of 

myself. Fearing the Lord; reframing the picture; trusting Him and learning to love 

Him and His way is the beginning of wisdom. It is the Little Way, and it the Way 

from death to New Life.  

And now unto God Almighty: the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost be ascribed 

all majesty, dominion, power, honour and glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

    


