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Worship on June 20, 2021 ~ First United Church, Waterloo 
Galatians 5 & The Seven Sacred Teachings 

 
This service will be recorded and shared with KW churches who may use it anytime during the 
summer months. What is specific for First United is the opening section in green which the other 
churches will omit and add their own announcements, etc., and start with the Prelude. 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR FIRST UNITED   Greg Case___ 
  
CALL FOR THE OFFERINGS FOR FIRST UNITED     
 
REMEBRANCE OF THE MEN WHO HAVE DIED SINCE 2019   Rev. Harry Disher 
  

2019 
Bill Klassen 
Hugh Kidnie 
Ron Booth 
Bill Paterson 
Frits Roos  

2020 
Peter Black 
George Cross 
 
 
 

2021 
Robert Winkler 
Mike Savage 
Gord Riedlinger 
Robert Jordan 
 

 
We Are Gathered into a Caring Community 

PRELUDE             
 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT       Joanne MacPhail  
   
AFFIRMING ACKNOWLEDGEMENT      Greg Case  
 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE and THE SACRED FIRE   Red Earth Man & Rev. Rose Ann Vita 
 
OPENING HYMN This is God's Wondrous World  VU 296  Autumn Debassige 

1.) This is God's wondrous world, and to my listening ears, 
All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres. 
This is God's wondrous world, I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, 
        God's hand the wonders wrought. 

2.) This is God's wondrous world, the birds their carols raise, 
The morning light, the lily white, declare their maker's praise. 
This is God's wondrous world. God shines in all that's fair, 
In the rustling grass or mountain pass, 
        God's voice speaks everywhere. 
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3.) This is God's wondrous world. O let me ne'er forget 
That though the wrong seems oft so strong. God is the ruler yet. 
This is God's wondrous world: why should my heart be sad? 
Let voices sing, O let the heavens ring! 
        God reigns, let earth be glad. 

CALL TO WORSHIP        Walt Brooker  
Welcome, welcome, welcome! 
Welcome from wherever you are coming from. 
Welcome if you have come from the North and from the South. 
Welcome if you have come from the East and from the West. 
Welcome for you have come from all the four directions. 
May this space be a safe sacred circle where you may experience the peace  
      and power of the Risen Christ.  
May you be blessed during our time together. Welcome! Welcome! Welcome! 

 
OPENING PRAYER        Walt Brooker  

Creator God, you give us so many gifts. We are grateful. 
We are equipped and blessed to do the good works you desire us to do.  
Help us be attentive today so that we may know more about you and your ways. 
May we be open to accept the fact that you move throughout all creation. 
During worship, may we listen with our hearts and find you in the prayers, scripture,  
and sacred teachings and be surprised by your presence in all we encounter this hour. 
Amen 
 
 

 
We Acknowledge the Harm Done by Residential Schools    

 
HONOURING THE TRUTH, RECONCILING FOR THE FUTURE   Rick Heemskerk 

The following words are from the Preface to the Summary of the Final Report of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission of Canada published in 2015. 

 

Canada’s residential school system for Aboriginal children was an education system in 
name only for much of its existence.  

These residential schools were created for the purpose of separating Aboriginal children 
from their families, in order to minimize and weaken family ties and cultural linkages, and 
to indoctrinate children into a new culture—the culture of the legally dominant Euro-
Christian Canadian society, led by Canada’s first prime minister, Sir John A. Macdonald.  



Seven Sacred Teachings - Galatians 5:22-26 
 

3 

 

The schools were in existence for well over 100 years, and many successive generations of 
children from the same communities and families endured the experience of them.  

That experience was hidden for most of Canada’s history, until Survivors of the system 
were finally able to find the strength, courage, and support to bring their experiences to 
light in several thousand court cases that ultimately led to the largest class-action lawsuit in 
Canada’s history.  

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada was a commission like no other in 
Canada. Constituted and created by the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement, 
which settled the class actions, the Commission spent six years travelling to all parts of 
Canada to hear from the Aboriginal people who had been taken from their families as 
children, forcibly if necessary, and placed for much of their childhoods in residential 
schools.  

The Commission heard from more than 6,000 witnesses, most of whom survived the 
experience of living in the schools as students. The stories of that experience are 
sometimes difficult to accept as something that could have happened in a country such as 
Canada, which has long prided itself on being a bastion of democracy, peace, and kindness 
throughout the world. Children were abused, physically and sexually, and they died in the 
schools in numbers that would not have been tolerated in any school system anywhere in 
the country, or in the world.  

But, shaming and pointing out wrongdoing were not the purpose of the Commission’s 
mandate. Ultimately, the Commission’s focus on truth determination was intended to lay 
the foundation for the important question of reconciliation. Now that we know about 
residential schools and their legacy, what do we do about it?  

Getting to the truth was hard but getting to reconciliation will be harder. It requires that 
the paternalistic and racist foundations of the residential school system be rejected as the 
basis for an ongoing relationship.  

Reconciliation requires that a new vision, based on a commitment to mutual respect, be 
developed. It also requires an understanding that the most harmful impacts of residential 
schools have been the loss of pride and self-respect of Aboriginal people, and the lack of 
respect that non-Aboriginal people have been raised to have for their Aboriginal 
neighbours.  

Reconciliation is not an Aboriginal problem; it is a Canadian one. Virtually all aspects of 
Canadian society may need to be reconsidered. Reconciliation will take some time. 
 
 

SONG TO COMMEMORATE THE 215 CHILDREN  Kelly Laurila and Al McDonald 
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We Are Enlightened by Scripture and Story 

 
SCRIPTURE  Galatians 5:22-26 (Inclusive Bible)    Vern Hall  

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patient endurance,  
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  
Against these sorts of things there is no law!  Those who belong to Christ Jesus  
have crucified their ego, with its passions and desires. So, since we live by the Spirit,  
let us follow her lead. We must stop being conceited, contentious and envious. 

 
RESPONSE TO SCRIPTURE    The Fruit of the Spirit    Autumn Debassige    
ALL: The fruit of the Spirit is love for our sharing, (Tune: ASH GROVE - VU 242) 

It's joy in the gospel that we have from you. 
It's peace that we live out with courage and daring; 
It's patience, for we know that we have sinned, too. 
It's kindness in all things and generous giving; 
Its faithfulness seeking to follow your way. 
It's gentleness, Lord, and it's self-controlled living; 
Now make us more fruitful in these things, we pray. 

 
SACRED TEACHINGS OF THE GRANDFATHERS    Vern Hall   
 Introduction to The Seven Sacred Teachings   

Today we are privileged to hear the voice of David Bouchard read from his book, The Seven 
Sacred Teachings, this book speaks of the spirituality of many of Canada's First Nations. 
These teachings are known as the teachings of the Grandfathers.  

The Grandfather Teachings are  

 Love, Respect, Courage, Honesty, Wisdom, Humility, and Truth.  

Mothers spoke these teachings to their unborn children. They were the first lessons a child 
was taught. And these teachings were repeated again and again throughout their lives. 

But in the zeal of the settlers to spread the good news of Jesus Christ, the spirituality and 
culture of the First Nations Peoples were stripped away as the settlers imposed their 
Western ways and stifled indigenous wisdom. The government and the churches created 
residential schools specifically to "take the Indian out of the Indian". . . the last school 
closed in 1996, 1996!  

Today we grieve the discovery of the bodies of 215 young children found in an unmarked 
mass grave at the Kamloops Residential School. Elders say that these children have come to 
teach us . . . to teach us something that we have already known but have refused to know.  
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It is time for us to make amends. 

Today we shall start making amends. Today we will listen to sacred teachings. Today we 
will hear the wisdom that we have silenced. Today we will open our ears to hear, our 
hearts to embrace, our hands to work for change. 

Listen now to the voice and the words of Metis writer and Order of Canada recipient, David 
Bouchard, who collaborated with anthropologist Dr. Joseph Martin. Look with your eyes to 
see the art of the talented Metis artist, Kristie Cameron. Be moved by the sound of world-
renown flute-maker, Swamp Fox. 

The sacred teachings are presented for us in a video prepared by Geoff Edwards of 
Streamworks. Let us now "Open our ears. Open our minds. And open our hearts."  

The Seven Sacred Teachings  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFPuRfqm9RY&ab_channel=DavidBouchard 
 

Our Response:        Rev. Rose Ann Vita  
All: May we become listening people: Listening to the Wisdom of the Elders. 
 May we listen with our hearts and minds, so the Sacred Teachings become  
  embedded in who we are. 
 May we work with our hands to bring about healing change and reconciliation. 
 With the help of the Holy Spirit, we will strive to live into Right Relationship  
 with all our Relations . . . with the diversity of all people, and with Creation. Amen 
 

 
We Respond with Our Offerings and Prayers 

 
CALL FOR OUR OFFERING      Rev. Rose Ann Vita  

We have been blessed to be a blessing. 
Let us give our financial gifts in gratitude. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION      Rev. Rose Ann Vita  

We have graciously given our gifts for we have been richly blessed. 
We ask that these gifts and God's grace empower us to do the work of our hearts:  

to strive for right living and for building right relationships, 
to care for the earth whole-heartedly, 
to create places where people might experience God's presence, 
to radically welcome visitors, and to love and forgive one another. 

We pray that the gifts of our hearts and the works of our hands may build up  
God's reign of the Fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generous giving, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control, and fruitful in graceful living.  
May it be so. Amen
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We Go to Share God’s Love    

 
SENDING HYMN   This Path We Walk  (Tune: O WALY WALY - VU 372)  Autumn Debassige 
Written for the 30th Anniversary of the Apology by Curtis Tufts 
 
All: 1.) This path we walk, through joy and tears,  

a living Way of faith and fears,  
through each step’s risk, each sorrow’s pain,  
when walked in love, we’ll rise again.  
 
2.) When life is shared, together, free  
we’ll grow to be all we can be:  
a circle wide will call us home,  
when wrapped in love, we’re not alone.  
 
3.) These gifts we bring, this light we hold,  
our songs of grace, our stories told,  
remain un-done, told just in part,  
till shared in love, and known by heart.  
 
4.) When life is shared, together bound,  
God’s richest gifts, together found;  
together walk the Spirit’s Way  
when love’s the guide, we shall not stray.  
 
5.) This life we share, a blessing deep;  
a promised gift, now ours to keep.  
God grant our words were spoken true,  
now clothed in life, each day anew.  

 
COMMISSION          Rose Ann Vita   

Let the words of sacred wisdom that you heard  
today make a difference in how you live this week. 
Let the sacred fire of God's love keep burning  
in your heart. Make its light in you be seen by others. 
Enkindle love wherever you go. Amen  

 
BLESSING AND TRAVELING SONG    Kelly Laurila and Al McDonald 
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CREDITS 
Scripture: The Inclusive Bible by Priests for Equality. (pp. 2581-2582). Sheed & Ward. 
 
Hymn: The Fruit of the Spirit   Text: Copyright © 2006 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights 
reserved. Copied from Songs of Grace: New Hymns for God and Neighbor by Carolyn Winfrey 
Gillette (Upper Room Books, 2009).Email: carolynshymns@gmail.com     New 
Hymns: www.carolynshymns.com/ Hymn Use Permission: Songs of Grace: New Hymns for 
God and Neighbor by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (Upper Room Books, 2009) includes a permission 
note for those who own this book to use this hymn (along with the 76 other new hymns in the 
book) in their local church's worship services. People who do not own Songs of Grace are asked 
to contact Carolyn (carolynshymns@gmail.com) for permission to use the hymn and to get a 
copy of the hymn formatted for worship bulletin use. 
 
Hymn: This Path We Walk Words © S. Curtis Tufts – April 2016 Lyrics by S. Curtis Tufts a United 
Church minister in Spruce Grove Alberta.  
 
Video: YouTube: The Seven Sacred Teachings. 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFPuRfqm9RY&ab_channel=DavidBouchard 
 
TRC Report: Honouring the Truth, Reconciling the Future - 

http://www.trc.ca/assets/pdf/Honouring_the_Truth_Reconciling_for_the_Future_Jul
y_23_2015.pdf 

 
Book: The Seven Sacred Teachings by David Bouchard, Joseph Martin Tehanakerehkwen, Kristy 
Cameron. Crow Cottage Publishing. (c) 2009. 
 
PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY'S WORSHIP 
Land Acknowledgement: Written by Joanne MacPhail 
Sacred Fire-Keeper: Al McDonald; Spirit Name - Red Earth Man 
Leaders and Readers of Prayers: Walt Brooker, Vern Hall, Rick Heemskerk 
Music by Autumn Debassige,  Kelly Laurila and Al McDonald  
Director of Music Ministries: Kathleen King Martin 
Presider: The Rev. Rose Ann Vita 
AV Team: Harold Arnett, Greg Case, Walt Brooker 
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