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Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for               
worship, please silence your cell phone and complete the 
connection card in your bulletin. Place it in the offering plate at 
the side entrance to the sanctuary or in the offering plate on the 
counter near the entrance to the church building as you leave.   
 
INTRODUCTION 
When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about 
who God is beyond, before, and after the universe: that there is 
community within God. Our experience of this is reflected in Paul’s 
words today. When we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his Abba (an 
everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays within us, 
creating between us and God the same relationship Jesus has with the 
one who sent him. 
 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?’ And I said, “Here am I; send me.” –Isaiah 6:8  
When were you first aware of God calling you to deeper faith and 
service? Was it through the voice and wisdom of a beloved elder or 
through the witness of a treasured ancestor? Steward these stories 
carefully and pass them on to the generations to come in the name of 
the Triune God.  
 

In order to keep us all safe for the time being there will be                     
no singing of the liturgy or the hymns because the spread                       

of the virus is greatly increased by singing. 

 
GATHERING 

 
WELCOME 

 
PRELUDE  Processional on “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”                                     
                                                                                                 - Callahan              

 
Please kneel or sit 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grown into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen.   
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
Please stand 

 
GATHERING HYMN  “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!”           
                                                                                                  ELW 413 
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.                        
Please read the words as she plays. Even in our silence the               

meaning of the hymn will be present to us. 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
which wert and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
perfect in pow'r, in love and purity. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
KYRIE                                                                     Read Responsively 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen, amen. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “This is the Feast”                    Read Responsively 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to 
be people of God. Power and riches, wisdom and strength, and honor 
and blessing and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb 
forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together. 
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, 
eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-
Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, 
and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless 
joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
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Please be seated 
 

 
WORD 

 
 
FIRST READING                                                                 Isaiah 6:1-8 
This reading narrates Isaiah’s vision of the Lord surrounded by angels. 
They sing “Holy, holy, holy,” a song the church sings at the beginning 
of the great thanksgiving. This liturgical text invites the church and all 
creation to sing in praise of God’s glory. That glory is God’s mercy 
toward sinners. 
 
1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 
high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were 
in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered 
their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 
3And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 4The pivots on the thresholds 
shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with 
smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean 
lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen 
the King, the Lord of hosts!” 6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, 
holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of 
tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this 
has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted 
out.” 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 
 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM   29                             READ RESPONSIVELY 
1Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, 
  ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; 
  worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
  the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
4The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 
  the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.   
5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 
  the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
6the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
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7The voice of the Lord 
  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
  the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.   
9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the  
      forests bare. And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 
10The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 
  the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
11O Lord, give strength to your people; 
  give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.  
 
 
SECOND READING                                                    Romans 8:12-17 
In describing the new life of faith, Paul refers to all three persons of the 
Trinity: the Spirit leads us to recognize that we are children of God the 
Father and joint heirs with Christ the Son. 
 
12Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will 
die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 
live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For 
you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that 
very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, 
in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; God’s glory fills the 
whole earth. Alleluia. (Isa. 6:3)  
 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 3rd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL                                      John 3:1-17 
Jesus’ miracles prompt Nicodemus to visit him in secrecy. Jesus tells 
him about being born of the Spirit and about the Son who has been 
sent by God to save. 
 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 
2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you 
are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs 
that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, 
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being 
born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born 
after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s 
womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one 
can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 
6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from 
above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of 
it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is 
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of 
Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 11“Very truly, I tell 
you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet 
you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly 
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about 
heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16“For God so 
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17“Indeed, 
God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
SERMON 
 
 
Please stand 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity”          ELW 412 
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.                        
Please read the words as she plays. Even in our silence the               

meaning of the hymn will be present to us. 
 

Come, join the dance of Trinity, before all worlds begun— 
the interweaving of the Three, the Father, Spirit, Son. 
The universe of space and time did not arise by chance, 
but as the Three, in love and hope, made room within their dance. 

 
Come, see the face of Trinity, newborn in Bethlehem; 
then bloodied by a crown of thorns outside Jerusalem. 
The dance of Trinity is meant for human flesh and bone; 
when fear confines the dance in death, God rolls away the stone. 

 
Come, speak aloud of Trinity, as wind and tongues of flame 
set people free at Pentecost to tell the Savior's name. 
We know the yoke of sin and death, our necks have worn it smooth; 
go tell the world of weight and woe that we are free to move! 

 
Within the dance of Trinity, before all worlds begun, 
we sing the praises of the Three, the Father, Spirit, Son. 
Let voices rise and interweave, by love and hope set free, 
to shape in song this joy, this life: the dance of Trinity. 
 
 
ATHANASIAN CREED 
Whoever wants to be saved should above all cling to the catholic 

faith. Whoever does not guard it whole and inviolable will doubt-

less perish eternally. Now this is the catholic faith: We worship 

one God in trinity and the Trinity in unity, neither confusing the 

persons nor dividing the divine being. For the Father is one                   

person, the Son is another, and the Spirit is still another. But the 

deity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, equal in glory,                 

coeternal in majesty. What the Father is, the Son is, and so is the 

Holy Spirit. Uncreated is the Father; uncreated is the Son; uncre-

ated is the Spirit. The Father is infinite; the Son is infinite; the            

Holy Spirit is infinite. Eternal is the Father; eternal is the Son; 

eternal is the Spirit: And yet there are not three eternal beings, but 

one who is eternal; as there are not three uncreated and unlimited 

beings, but one who is uncreated and unlimited. Almighty is the 

Father; almighty is the Son; almighty is the Spirit: And yet there 

are not three almighty beings, but one who is almighty. Thus the 

Father is God; the Son is God; the Holy Spirit is God: And yet 

there are not three gods, but one God. Thus the Father is Lord;  
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the Son is Lord; the Holy Spirit is Lord: And yet there are not 
three lords, but one Lord. As Christian truth compels us to 
acknowledge each distinct person as God and Lord, so catholic 
religion forbids us to say that there are three gods or lords. The 
Father was neither made nor created nor begotten; the Son was 
neither made nor created, but was alone begotten of the Father; 
the Spirit was neither made nor created, but is proceeding from 
the Father and the Son. Thus there is one Father, not three             
fathers; one Son, not three sons; one Holy Spirit, not three spirits. 
And in this Trinity, no one is before or after, greater or less than 
the other; but all three persons are in themselves, coeternal and 
coequal; and so we must worship the Trinity in unity and the one 
God in three persons. Whoever wants to be saved should think 
thus about the Trinity. It is necessary for eternal salvation that 
one also faithfully believe that our Lord Jesus became flesh. For 
this is the true faith that we believe and confess: That our Lord 
Jesus Christ, God's Son, is both God and man. He is God,                       
begotten before all worlds from the being of the Father, and he is 
man, born in the world from the being of his mother— existing     
fully as God, and fully as man with a rational soul and a human 
body; equal to the Father in divinity, subordinate to the Father in 
humanity. Although he is God and man, he is not divided, but is 
one Christ. He is united because God has taken humanity into 
himself; he does not transform deity into humanity. He is                 
completely one in the unity of his person, without confusing his 
natures. For as the rational soul and body are one person, so the 
one Christ is God and man. He suffered death for our salvation. 
He descended into hell and rose again from the dead. He                      
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the                 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. At his 
coming all people shall rise bodily to give an account of their own 
deeds. Those who have done good will enter eternal life, those 
who have done evil will enter eternal fire. This is the catholic faith. 
One cannot be saved without believing this firmly and faithfully. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

We pray, O God, for your holy church around the world. Revitalize and 
renew us, that we may be reborn once again through the waters of 
baptism and the blowing wind of your Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We give you thanks for your power revealed to us in creation; for cedar 
and oak trees, for rushing waters, for the echoes of thunder. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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We pray for the nations and our leaders, that led by your Spirit, they 
work towards a world where all of your children enjoy peace. We pray 
especially for (nations currently experiencing war or turmoil may be 
named). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for healing for all those who suffer, especially victims and sur-
vivors of trauma or violence. Give respite to those living with PTSD or 
any other mental health concerns. Lord, in your mercy, hear our              
prayer. 
 
We pray for this worshiping community (congregation/community may 
be named), that the splendor of your majesty and the holiness of your 
mystery may be glorified through our worship and our relationships 
with one another. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for those who have died in the faith 
(especially). We remember also those whose lives have been lost due 
to the horrors of war. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

(Everyone is to remain in their pew for the passing of the peace.  
To share the peace with someone sitting near you, share a slight bow, 

wave, or cross your arms with hands touching the opposite arm,  
a gesture of embrace.) 

 
Please be seated 
 
OFFERTORY  
 

(Everyone is seated. No offering will be received.) 
 

MEAL 
 

Please stand 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and 
called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE - HOLY TRINITY 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You reveal your glory as the glory of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in 
splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                      Read Together 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of 
power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the  
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and 
your faithfulness endures form age to age. 
 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for 
saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing 
the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you for leading your 
people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to 
you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to 
you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your  
Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the  
remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death 
to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and 
on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with 
your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the 
body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its 
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come, eat and 
be satisfied. 
 
 
Please be seated 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. The congregation will come to the 
altar at the direction of the ushers. Pastor Carnes will be masked and 
standing in the center of the altar rail. Pastor Carnes will distribute                 
communion in one kind, the body of Christ in a gluten free wafer.                  
She will place a wafer, in your hands with tongs. Once you have                  
received the wafer you may step away from the center of the altar rail, 
drop your mask and consume the wafer and return to your pew. The                                     
congregation will be socially distanced between family groups. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  “Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal”      ELW 464 
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.                        
Please read the words as she plays. Even in our silence the               

meaning of the hymn will be present to us. 
 

Bread of life, our host and meal, Jesus, feed us. 
Christ, by faith, to see and feel, feed us with your love. 

 

Bread now break and wine now pour, Jesus, feed us. 
Make us one, our hope restore; feed us with your love. 

 

Grant forgiveness in the feast Jesus, feed us 
for the greatest and the least; feed us with your love. 

 

Thank you for this gift we share. Jesus, feed us. 
Save God's children everywhere; feed us with your love. 

 
 

Please stand 
 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you in eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we 
could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen 
us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



14  

SENDING 
 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and            
forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”             ELW 414  

 
The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.                        

Please read the words as she plays. Even in our silence the               
meaning of the hymn will be present to us. 

 
Holy God, we praise your name; Lord of all, we  
bow before you. All on earth your scepter claim, 
all in heav'n above adore you. Infinite your  
vast domain, everlasting is your reign. 
 
Hark! The glad celestial hymn angel choirs  
above are raising; cherubim and seraphim, 
in unceasing chorus praising, fill the heav'ns with  
sweet accord: "Holy, holy, holy Lord!" 
 
Lo, the apostolic train  join your sacred  
name to hallow; prophets swell the glad refrain, 
and the white-robed martyrs follow; and from morn to  
set of sun through the church the song goes on. 
 
Holy Father, holy Son, Holy Spirit,  
three we name you, though in essence only one; 
undivided God we claim you and, adoring,  
bend the knee while we own the mystery. 
 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
POSTLUDE  “Cortege”                                                                - Young 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
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