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Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for               
worship, please silence your cell phone and complete the 
connection card in your bulletin. Place it in the offering plate at 
the side entrance to the sanctuary or in the offering plate on the 
counter near the entrance to the church building as you leave.   
 
INTRODUCTION 
The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long 
prayer Jesus prays for his followers in John’s gospel on the night 
before his death, and always includes Jesus’ desire that his followers 
will be one as he and the Father are one. This oneness is not mere 
doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but mutual abiding, 
interpenetrating life, mutual love, and joy. This oneness is the work of 
the Spirit whom we have received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
“As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 

world.” – John 17:18  

Jesus prayerfully sent his disciples into the world knowing the 

challenges that awaited them. Likewise, our elders steward us into the 

world with prayer, love, and hope. They know the difficulties that await; 

yet they send us on as God’s beloved children first and always.  
 

In order to keep us all safe for the time being there will be                     
no singing of the liturgy or the hymns because the spread                       

of the virus is greatly increased by singing. 
 

GATHERING 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE  Variation on “In Babilone”                                           - Lind                    
 

Please kneel or sit 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grown into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen.   
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
Please stand 

 
GATHERING HYMN  “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”           
                                                                                                  ELW 843   
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.                        
Please read the words as she plays. Even in our silence the               

meaning of the hymn will be present to us. 
 
Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light; 
praise the One who frees the pris'ners, turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the One who preached the gospel, healing ev'ry dread disease, 
calming storms and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace. 
 
Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word; 
praise the One who drove out demons with a piercing, two-edged 

sword. 
Praise the One who brings cool water to the desert's burning sand; 
from this well comes living water quenching thirst in ev'ry land. 
 
Praise the one true love incarnate: Christ, who suffered in our place; 
Jesus died and rose for many that we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done. 
Praise the one redeeming glory; praise the One who makes us one. 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
KYRIE                                                                     Read Responsively 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen, amen. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “This is the Feast”                    Read Responsively 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to 
be people of God. Power and riches, wisdom and strength, and honor 
and blessing and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb 
forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together. 
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and 
by the powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your 
Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our 
joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Please be seated 

 
WORD 

 
FIRST READING                                                     Acts 1:15-17, 21-26  
In the days between Jesus’ ascension and Pentecost, Peter oversees 
the process whereby one of the members of the community of 
believers is chosen to be the twelfth apostle, in order to fill the vacancy 
created by Judas’s treachery and death. 
 
15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the 
crowd numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 
16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 
through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for 
those who arrested Jesus—17for he was numbered among us and was 
allotted his share in this ministry.” 21So one of the men who have 
accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 
among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he 
was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to 
his resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, 
who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and 
said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these 
two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and 
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 
26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was 
added to the eleven apostles. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM  1                             READ RESPONSIVELY 
1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the  
       scornful! 
2Their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due  
       season, with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall  
       prosper. 
4It is not so with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
6For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  
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SECOND READING                                                         1 John 5:9-13  
God has borne witness to the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ. 
Whoever believes in the Son of God believes in the witness of God and 
has the promise of eternal life. 
 
9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for 
this is the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those 
who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. 
Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing 
in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 11And this is 
the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of 
God does not have life. 13I write these things to you who believe in the 
name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal 
life. 
 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. I will not leave you orphaned, says the Lord. I am coming 
to you. Alleluia. (John 14:18) 
 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 15th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
GOSPEL                                    John 17:6-19  
In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his 
death—his prayer for his disciples and for all who would believe in him 
through their words. 
 

[Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you 
gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, 
and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you 
have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have 
given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I 
came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking 
on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 
those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And 
now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am  
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coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have 
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 12While I was with 
them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded 
them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, 
so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, 
and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy 
made complete in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the 
world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as 
I do not belong to the world. 15I am not asking you to take them out of 
the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16They do not 
belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17Sanctify 
them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into the 
world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes I 
sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 
 
SERMON 
 
Please stand 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Rise, O Sun of Righteousness”            ELW 657  
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.                        
Please read the words as she plays. Even in our silence the               

meaning of the hymn will be present to us. 
 

Rise, O Sun of righteousness; with your  
might creation bless. Shine upon your church today, 
showing all your gentle way. Have mercy, Lord. 

 

Rouse our hearts from slumber deep; may your  
word within us leap. Give us voices to proclaim 
praises to your holy name. Have mercy, Lord. 

 

Gather in your scattered flock; give us  
water from the rock. Bless the unity we share 
in our shepherd's loving care. Have mercy, Lord. 

 

Burst the bars of stubborn pride; make the heav'nly  
pathway wide. Raise us up from sin and death 
with your Spirit's living breath. Have mercy, Lord. 

 

Honor, praise, and glory be to the  
holy Trinity! May your gracious will be done: 
make us one, as you are one. Have mercy, Lord.  
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NICENE CREED    
We believe in one God,  
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven; 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
     and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 
     in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
     dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
     He has spoken through the prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast 
love. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root 
the church in your Word and unify us as Christ’s body. Send us into the 
world as your loving people, ready to testify to your Spirit at work. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative im-
pulse. Seas teem with life, forests reach up to praise you, and the mys-
tery of life lies deep in the soil. Guard and keep this world for the well-
being of all your creatures. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious Sovereign, those who follow your ways are like trees planted 
near streams of water. Establish the leaders of nations and all in au-
thority in your grace and truth. Strengthen them, so that the people 
they serve will have abundant life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 
Generous Savior, you befriend those who are sick, suffering, poor, 
lonely, outcast, rejected, or sick. Grant healing and love to all in need 
(especially). Give them tangible signs of your steadfast love. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Creator God, here in this community we share the gift of praying, learn-
ing, and supporting one another. Give us thankful hearts as we claim 
the gifts that are unique to us and keep us from being envious of others 
with different gifts. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus. 
Through the witness of those who have died in you, strengthen us now 
in this gift of life. We cherish the memory of your saints (especially). 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 
your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

(Everyone is to remain in their pew for the passing of the peace.  
To share the peace with someone sitting near you, share a slight bow, 

wave, or cross your arms with hands touching the opposite arm,  
a gesture of embrace.) 

 
Please be seated 

 
OFFERTORY SOLO  “Assurance”                                        Scott Smith 
                                                                                                - Arr. Beck  

 
(Everyone is seated. No offering will be received.) 
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MEAL 

 
Please stand 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in 
service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE - EASTER 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for 
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has                      
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, 
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the                              
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels 
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:  

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                      Read Together 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of 
power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the  
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and 
eternal your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven 
and earth are full of your glory.  
 
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the 
promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, 
the words of the prophets; and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of 
your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed and was 
obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat 
this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remem-
brance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we pro-
claim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our 
Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we 
await his coming in power to share with us the great and promised 
feast. 
Amen. Come Lord Jesus. 
 
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s 
body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our      
inheritance with all your saints in light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every 
place and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high 
priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. Through him, with him, in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty 
Father, now and forever. Amen.   
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Pastor Carnes will distribute com-
munion in one kind, the body of Christ in a gluten free wafer in the 
pews. She is masked and will briefly stand in between the empty pews 
to place a wafer in your hands with tongs. You may kneel or stand. As 
she passes you, then you may drop your mask to consume the wafer. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  “We Who Once Were Dead”                ELW 495 
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.                        
Please read the words as she plays. Even in our silence the               

meaning of the hymn will be present to us. 
 

We who once were dead now live, fully knowing Jesus  
as our head. Life is overflowing when he breaks the bread. 
 
We were lost in night, but you sought and found us. Give us  
strength to fight; death is all around us. Jesus, be our light. 
 
He became our bread; Jesus died to save us. On him  
we are fed, eating what he gave us, rising from the dead. 
 
Let us share the pain  you endured in dying; we shall  
then remain living; death defying, we shall rise again. 
 
Jesus, you were dead, but you rose and, living, made yourself ou 
bread,  in your goodness giving life though we were dead. 
 
This is your design; in this meal we meet you. Be our bread and wine, 
Jesus, we entreat you. This shall be our sign. 
 
 
Please stand 
 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you in eternal life.  
Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us 
forth in the power of you Sprit, that we may proclaim your redeeming 
love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
SENDING 

 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and            
forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  “Son of God, Eternal Savior”                       ELW 655  

 
The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.                        

Please read the words as she plays. Even in our silence the               
meaning of the hymn will be present to us. 

 
Son of God, eternal Savior, source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us hallows all our human race, 
you our head, who, throned in glory,  for your own will ever plead: 
fill us with your love and pity,  heal our wrong, and help our need. 
 
As you, Lord, have lived for others, so may we for others live. 
Freely have your gifts been granted;  freely may your servants give. 
Yours the gold and yours the silver, yours the wealth of land and sea; 
we but stewards of your bounty held in solemn trust will be. 
 
Come, O Christ, and reign among us, King of love and Prince of peace; 
hush the storm of strife and passion, bid its cruel discords cease. 
By your patient years of toiling, by your silent hours of pain, 
quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, stem our selfish greed of gain. 
 
Son of God, eternal Savior, source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us hallows all our human race: 
by your praying, by your willing that your people should be one, 
grant, oh, grant our hope's fruition: here on earth your will be done. 
 
 
Please be seated 
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POSTLUDE  “Rigaudon”                                                             -  Capra 

 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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