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Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for               
worship, please silence your cell phone and complete the 
connection card in your bulletin. Place it in the offering plate at 
the side entrance to the sanctuary or in the offering plate on the 
counter near the entrance to the church building as you leave.   
 
INTRODUCTION 
This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the 
image of friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus came to 
serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is too 
hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. 
Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the 
relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true 
friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of 
Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 
 
 “I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 
– John 15:17  
Commandments and instruction are necessary parts of growing into 
adulthood and growing in the faith. While we may chafe at such 
stewardship, we realize that they are given in love for our good. We 
can give thanks to our ancestors for passing on the faith and teaching 
us God’s commandments.  
 

In order to keep us all safe for the time being there will be                     
no singing of the liturgy or the hymns because the spread                       

of the virus is greatly increased by singing. 
 

GATHERING 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE  “O Sons and Daughters of the King”                   - Burkhardt  
 

Please kneel or sit 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grown into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen.   
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Please stand 
 
GATHERING HYMN  “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”           
                                                                                                  ELW 367  
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.                        
Please read the words as she plays. Even in our silence the               

meaning of the hymn will be present to us. 
 

Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 
in praise of love that still abounds: "Christ has  
triumphed! He is living!" Sing, choirs of  
angels, loud and clear! Repeat their song of glory  
here: "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Eternal is the gift he brings, 
therefore our heart with rapture sings: "Christ has  
triumphed! He is living!" Now still he  
comes to give us life and by his presence stills all  
strife. "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 
set heart and will on things above that we  
conquer through your triumph; grant grace  
sufficient for life's day  that by our lives we truly  
say: "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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Adoring praises now we bring 
and with the heav'nly blessed sing: "Christ has  
triumphed! Alleluia!" Be to the  
Father, and our Lord, to Spirit blest, most holy  
God, all the glory, never ending! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE                                                                     Read Responsively 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen, amen. 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “This is the Feast”                    Read Responsively 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to 
be people of God. Power and riches, wisdom and strength, and honor 
and blessing and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb 
forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together. 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving 
you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed 
all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 

WORD 
 
FIRST READING                                                              Acts 10:44-48  
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and 
his family, the Holy Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit 
works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter 
commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard 
the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 
astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on 
the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling 
God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 
these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So 
he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 
invited him to stay for several days. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM  98                             READ RESPONSIVELY 
1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
2O Lord, you have made known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the  
      nations. 
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of  
      Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
4Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.   
5Sing to the Lord with the harp, 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
  shout with joy before the king, the Lord. 
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7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
  the world and those who dwell therein. 
8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes  
      to judge the earth. 
9The Lord will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with equity.  
 
SECOND READING                                                         1 John 5:1-6  
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by 
keeping God’s commandments. Thus the world is conquered not 
through military might but through love and faith. 
 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, 
and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know 
that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for 
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that 
conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the 
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6This is the one who 
came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with 
the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the 
Spirit is the truth. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will 
love them, and we will come to them and make our home with 
them. Alleluia. (John 14:23) 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 15th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL                                    John 15:9-17  
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his 
disciples to help them in the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most 
important of all his commands, that they love one another. 
 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide 
in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 
11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be complete. 12“This is my commandment, that you love 
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one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this,   
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because 
the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have 
heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father 
will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these 
commands so that you may love one another.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 
 
SERMON 
 
Please stand 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”         ELW 631  
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.                        
Please read the words as she plays. Even in our silence the               

meaning of the hymn will be present to us. 
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav'n, to  
earth come down! Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy  
faithful mercies crown. Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; visit us with  
thy salvation, enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
 
Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit into ev'ry  
troubled breast; let us all in thee inherit; let us  
find thy promised rest. Take away the love of sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be; end of faith, as  
its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 
 
Come, Almighty, to deliver; let us all thy  
life receive; suddenly return, and never, 
nevermore thy temples leave. Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, pray, and praise thee  
without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 
 
Finish then thy new creation,  pure and spotless  
let us be; let us see thy great salvation perfectly  
restored in thee! Changed from glory into glory, 
till in heav'n we take our place, till we cast our  
crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

 

 
 



8  

NICENE CREED    
We believe in one God,  
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven; 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
     and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 
     in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
     dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
     He has spoken through the prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast 
love. 

A brief silence. 

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the 
bonds among all Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian 
Church, giving thanks for the life and witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von 
Zinzendorf, renewer of the church and hymnwriter. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing 
for joy. Fill the earth with your love so that by their song, all creatures 
of land and sea and sky, burrowing and soaring, may call us to join 
with them in praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with                   
undying love. Plant your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and 
give them your Spirit, so that the peoples of the world may live in 
peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be                   
present with those who are sick or suffering (especially). Provide for 
those needing homes or medical care and point us towards life-
changing responses to these needs in our own communities. Be with 
the dying (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless 
mothers and mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss 
their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who grieve because they 
cannot be mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. 
We remember with thanksgiving those who shared your love through-
out their lives (especially). Keep us united with them in your lasting 
love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting  
in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

(Everyone is to remain in their pew for the passing of the peace.  
To share the peace with someone sitting near you, share a slight bow, 

wave, or cross your arms with hands touching the opposite arm,  
a gesture of embrace.) 

 
Please be seated 

 
BELL CHOIR OFFERTORY  “Meditation in F”            - Michael Helman  
 

(Everyone is seated. No offering will be received.) 
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MEAL 
 

Please stand 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in 
service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE - EASTER 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for 
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has                      
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, 
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the                              
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels 
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:  
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                      Read Together 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of 
power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the  
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and 
eternal your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven 
and earth are full of your glory.  
 
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the 
promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, 
the words of the prophets; and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of 
your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed and was 
obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat 
this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remem-
brance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we pro-
claim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our 
Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we 
await his coming in power to share with us the great and promised 
feast. 
Amen. Come Lord Jesus. 
 
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s 
body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our      
inheritance with all your saints in light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every 
place and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high 
priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. Through him, with him, in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty 
Father, now and forever. Amen.   

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Pastor Carnes will distribute com-
munion in one kind, the body of Christ in a gluten free wafer in the 
pews. She is masked and will briefly stand in between the empty pews 
to place a wafer in your hands with tongs. You may kneel or stand. As 
she passes you, then you may drop your mask to consume the wafer. 
 
 
BELL CHOIR ANTHEM  “Hymn of Promise”   
                                             - Natalie Sleeth, arrg. By Cynthia Dobrinski 
 

“In the Bulb There Is a Flower” 
In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 
in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 
There’s a song in ev’ry silence, seeking word and melody. 
There’s a dawn in ev’ry darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 
In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity; 
in our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  “Where True Charity and Love Abide”  ELW 642 
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.                        
Please read the words as she plays. Even in our silence the               

meaning of the hymn will be present to us. 
 

Where true charity and love abide, 
God is dwelling there; God is dwelling there. 
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COMMUNION HYMN  “Jesus Loves Me!”                                ELW 595 
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.                        
Please read the words as she plays. Even in our silence the               

meaning of the hymn will be present to us. 
 
Jesus loves me! this I know, for the Bible tells me so; 
little ones to him belong, they are weak, but he is strong. 
 
Refrain: Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, 
         yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. 
 
Jesus loves me! he who died heaven's gates to open wide; 
he will wash away my sin, let his little child come in.   
 
Refrain 
 
Jesus loves me! he will stay close beside me all the way; 
when at last I come to die, he will take me home on high.   
 
Refrain 
 
Please stand 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you in eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us 
forth in the power of you Sprit, that we may proclaim your redeeming 
love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and            
forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  “What Wondrous Love Is This”                   ELW 666 
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.                        
Please read the words as she plays. Even in our silence the               

meaning of the hymn will be present to us. 
 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What  
wondrous love is this, O my soul! What wondrous love is this 
that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse for my  
soul, for my soul, to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, when  
I was sinking down, sinking down, when I was sinking down 
beneath God's righteous frown, Christ laid aside his crown for my  
soul, for my soul, Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to  
God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb, 
who is the great I AM, while millions join the theme, I will  
sing, I will sing, while millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; and  
when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; and when from death I'm free,  
I'll sing God's love for me, and through eternity  I'll sing  
on, I'll sing on; and through eternity I'll sing on. 

 
Please be seated 

 
POSTLUDE  “Trumpet Tune”                                                          - Lau  

 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
 
Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church, 
hymnwriter, died 1760 
Sunday, May 9, 2021 
When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on 
Zinzendorf's land. He agreed, and eventually worldwide Moravian mis-
sions emanated from this community. Zinzendorf participated in these 
missions, and is also remembered for writing hymns characteristic of 
his Pietistic faith. 
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