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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Organ prelude - Nell Howard 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Welcome: Good morning, and welcome to this service of worship on this Fourth Sunday after 
Pentecost.  My name is Paul Schumacher, and I am the interim priest-in-charge at the Church of 
The Advent during this time of transition.   
As we meet today, we begin by remembering the Songhees and Esquimalt nations, on whose 
traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their stewardship 
of the land and water, the plants, and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet today, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent years—
the community of faith known as Church of the Advent.  Let us greet one another with words 
and signs of welcome.  
Come, come with your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses, and your fears, for God loves 
us all and all are welcome in this space. We invite you to come and join our readers, prayer 
leaders, music director and choir members, along with our technical team, as we offer prayer 
and praise to our Creator.   
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day: Scripture shares with us, “A great prophet has arisen among us! 
God has visited his people.” 
 
Opening Hymn: G #820 “The Peace of the Earth” 
(Text: Traditional Guatemalan; trans. Christine Carson. Music: Traditional Guatemalan; arr. John Bell {1949-}, © 
1998 – G.I.A. Publications, Inc.) 
 

   The peace of the earth be with you, 
   The peace of the heavens, too. 
   The peace of the rivers be with you, 
   The peace of the oceans, too: 
   Deep peace falling over you, 

God’s peace growing in you. 
Deep peace falling over you, 
God’s peace growing in you. 

 
Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise:  (From the Lutheran Book of Worship) 
O God of creation, you preside over land, sea, sunshine, and storm. By your strength pilot us, 
by your power preserve us, by your wisdom instruct us, and by your hand protect us, through 
Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  Amen. 
 



Collect of the Day:  O God our defender, storms rage about us and cause us to be afraid. 
Rescue your people from despair, deliver us from our fears, and preserve us from our 
disbelief, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 
Psalm: 9:9-20 (BAS Pg. 713)  
 
9 The Lord will be a refuge for the oppressed, * a refuge in time of trouble. 
 
10 Those who know your name will put their trust in you, * for you never forsake those who 
seek you, O Lord. 
 
11 Sing praise to the Lord who dwells in Zion; * proclaim to the peoples the things he has done. 
 
12 The avenger of blood will remember them; * he will not forget the cry of the afflicted. 
 
13 Have pity on me, O Lord; * see the misery I suffer from those who hate me, O you who lift 
me up from the gate of death; 
 
14 So that I may tell of all your praises and rejoice in your salvation * in the gates of the city of 
Zion. 
 
15 The ungodly have fallen into the pit they dug, * and in the snare they set is their own foot 
caught. 
 
16 The Lord is known by his acts of justice; * the wicked are trapped in the works of their own 
hands. 
 
17 The wicked shall be given over to the grave, * and also all the peoples that forget God. 
 
18 For the needy shall not always be forgotten, * and the hope of the poor shall not perish for 
ever. 
 
19 Rise up, O Lord, let not the ungodly have the upper-hand; * let them be judged before you. 
 
20 Put fear upon them, O Lord; * let the ungodly know they are but mortal. 
 
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he 
says, 
‘At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.’ 



See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in 
anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we have 
commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 
calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labours, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, 
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power 
of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honour and 
dishonour, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as 
unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not 
killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and 
yet possessing everything.  
 We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. There is no 
restriction in our affections, but only in yours. In return—I speak as to children—open wide 
your hearts also.  
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day: CP #407 “Many and Great, O God Are Your Works”  
(Text: Dakota hymn. English Text; Joseph R. Renville {1779-1846}; para. Philip F. Frazier {1892-1964} © South 
Dakota Conference, United Church of Christ. Music: Melody Dakota hymn adapted Joseph R. Renville {1779-1846}.) 

 
  Many and great, O God are your works, 
  Maker of earth and sky, 
  Your hands set the heavens with stars, 
  Your fingers spread the mountains and plains. 
  Lo, at your Word the waters were formed, 
  Deep seas obey your voice. 
 
  Grant unto us communion with you, 
  O star-abiding one. 
  Come unto us and dwell with us, 
  With you are found the gifts of life. 
  Bless us with life that has no end, 
  Eternal life in you. 
 
Gospel: Mark 4:35-41 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 



On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other side.’ And 
leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats 
were with him. A great gale arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was 
already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up 
and said to him, ‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’ He woke up and rebuked the 
wind, and said to the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 
He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?’ And they were filled with great 
awe and said to one another, ‘Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?’  
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Special Presentation: A Litany for the Healing and Restoration of our Church from the Anglican 
Diocese of Rupert’s Land, 2017 
 
Holy Creator, in whom all things in heaven and earth have their being, Have mercy on us.  
Risen Christ, through whom the whole creation is reconciled to God, Have mercy on us.  
Life-giving Spirit, whose love and truth fills the world and searches the depths of our lives, Have 
mercy on us.  
Blessed Trinity, source of both unity and diversity, Have mercy on us.  
From our failure to recognize and respect the revelation of your truth and love in the First 
Peoples of this land, Saviour, forgive and heal us.  
From our participation in the systematic oppression of indigenous sovereignty, language, 
culture and spirituality, Saviour, forgive and heal us.  
From our role in the Indian Residential Schools designed to eliminate the unique society, 
wisdom, and beauty of the indigenous peoples of this land, Saviour, forgive and heal us.  
From our complicit tolerance of the decimation of Indigenous family structures leaving children 
vulnerable to abuses of every kind, Saviour, forgive and heal us.  
From our continued acceptance of unjust legal, educational, health and social structures that 
continue to oppress and destroy the lives of many indigenous people, Saviour, forgive and heal 
us.  
O God, we pray for the gifts of your grace and your love which never gives up on us and is 
forever faithful. Inspire our minds with a vision of the reconciliation of your kingdom in this 
time and place. Hear us, O Christ.  
Touch our eyes, that we may see the sacredness in all creation. Hear us, O Christ.  
Touch our ears, that we may hear from every mouth of every peoples the hunger for hope and 
stories of refreshment. Hear us, O Christ. 
Touch our lips, that we may speak of the beauty of every tongue and dialect proclaiming the 
wonderful works of God. Hear us, O Christ.  
Touch our hearts, that we may discern your mission in which you call us to be immersed, 
particularly in partnership with the First Peoples of this land. Hear us, O Christ.  
Touch our minds that we may witness to your Good News in our neighbourhoods, 
communities, and all parts of the world. Hear us, O Christ.  



Touch our hands, that we may forever shun violence and embrace the work you give us to do. 
Hear us, O Christ.  
Draw your Church together, O Lord, into one great company of disciples, together following our 
Lord Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving you in your mission in the world, and 
together witnessing to your love on every continent and island of your creation. We ask this in 
the name of the Risen Christ in whom we are one. Amen. 
 
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

Prayers of the People – June 20, 2021 
National Indigenous Day of Prayer, and Father’s Day 

 
Creator and Redeemer, as we approach you in prayer, make us walk in beauty and balance, 
make us open our hearts and minds, make us speak the truth We pray for all our relatives in the 
circle of life throughout all Creation; for those chosen to be our leaders and teachers.   

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

We call upon the earth, our Mother and home, with its beautiful depths, soaring heights and 
deep waters, its vitality and abundance of life, and together we ask that it:  

Teach us and show us the way. 
 

We call upon the mountains and tundra, the high green valleys and prairies filled with 
wildflowers, the snows, the summits of intense silence, and we ask that they:  

Teach us and show us the way. 
 

We call upon the land which grows our food, the nurturing soil, the fertile fields, the abundant 
gardens, and orchards, and we ask that they:  

Teach us and show us the way. 
 



We call upon the forests, the great trees reaching strongly to the sky with earth in their roots 
and the heavens in their branches, the fir and the pine, the cedar, and the maple, we ask them 
to:  

Teach us and show us the way. 
 

We call upon the creatures of the fields and forests and the waters, our brothers, and sisters 
the wolves and deer, the eagle and bear, the great whales, and the fish. We ask them to:  

Teach us and show us the way. 
 

We call upon all those who have lived on this earth, our ancestors, and our friends, who 
dreamed the best for future generations, and upon whose lives our lives are built, and with 
thanksgiving, we call upon them to:  

Teach us and show us the way. 
 

Redeeming God, help us minister to those who need their health restored, their hope 
invigorated, their love rekindled. Bring us a joy greater than happiness, a love beyond 
imagination, and may our last illness bring us to your throne of grace. Hear us as we pray for 
__________. 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Creator God, we acknowledge the gifts we have been given. We especially acknowledge the 
gifts of the women in our lives, our mothers, grandmothers, wives, aunties, sisters and 
nieces. We express our sorrow and hurt for those of our Indigenous sisters who have gone 
missing or have been murdered. At this time, we ask for blessings for all women, and 
especially for those who have experienced inexplicable violation and suffering. We ask for 
comfort, care, and consolation, for those family members left behind. We again acknowledge 
the gifts of the Spirit we have been given and we ask for these blessings in Christ. 
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 
Father’s Day Prayers 
Creator God, this day we thank you for the blessing of fathers, for all our own fathers have 
done for us: to rear us to take care of ourselves and our world, to guide us into the paths of 
peace and righteousness, to show us how to be both strong and gentle.  We pray for those men 
who are fathers who find themselves unable or unwilling to fulfill their roles as dad for their 
children. 
We pray for new fathers, learning to care for and enjoy their little ones, experienced fathers 
who are learning to let go of their children, and for fathers whose unseen presence still guides 
their adult children. 
Bless, we ask, the memory of fathers who have passed into your presence, guide and sustain 
those whose fatherly work is not yet done and give us all the grace we need to build up the 
children of generations who will come after us. 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 



Creator, you made the world and declared it to be good: the beauty of the trees, the softness of 
the air, the fragrance of the grass speaks to us; the summit of the mountains, the thunder of 
the sky, the rhythm of the waters speak to us; the faintness of the stars, the freshness of the 
morning, the dewdrops on the flower speak to us. But above all, our heart soars, for you speak 
to us in Jesus the Christ, in whose name we offer these prayers.  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them into his grace.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen.  
 
May the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good 
that you may do his will; working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you 
this day and forever more.  Amen. 
 



Shared Ministry: 
 
Commissioning Hymn: G #821 “Prayer of Peace”  
(Text: Based on a Navajo prayer; David Haas {1957-}. Music: David Haas {1957-}. © 1987 G.I.A. Publications Inc.) 

   
Peace before us, peace behind us, peace under our feet. 

  Peace within us, peace over us, let all around us be peace. 
 
  Love before us, love behind us, love under our feet. 
  Love within us, love over us, let all around us be love. 
 
  Light before us, light behind us, light under our feet. 
  Light within us, light over us, let all around us be light. 
   
  Christ before us, Christ behind us, Christ under our feet. 
  Christ within us, Christ over us, let all around us be Christ. 
 
  Peace before us, peace behind us, peace under our feet. 
  Peace within us, peace over us, let all around us be peace. 
  
Commissioning: God of reconciliation and forgiveness, the saving work of Jesus Christ has made 
our peace with you. May His saving grace grow in us this day in all we do, so we may honour 
You by sharing Your love for all Creation, not only with our lips, but also with our lives. Amen. 
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TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for The Church of North India (United). 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Anna our Bishop,  

& Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 
Pray for Ss. Christopher & Aidan, Lake Cowichan, & Diocese of Yukon. 

In the Selkirk Region for Holy Trinity, Sooke. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Christopher, Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Barb, Jaimie,  

Dimas, Joan, Barb, Carol Ann, Garry, Bill, Kian, Sierra, & Mona. 
We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.   


