
Wednesday Night Bible Studies  
The Book of Genesis  
Week 2 - June 16, 2021 (Genesis 1:3-31) 

Intro  

- all right welcome back to Wednesday nights in Genesis, this is week 2! 

- last we dove into into the first 2 verses of Genesis chapter 1 - and tried 

to lay some groundwork for how we view Genesis, read it and interpret it 

- So every ancient culture had a creation narrative - a story of how the 

world came into existence that framed up a worldview - why are we 
here? What is the meaning of life? Where did we come from? Etc. 


- So Genesis, written by Moses to the Israelites - apart of the Pentateuch, 
their Law - was saying “In the midst of these myths, here is the true 
story of the 1 true God and how he created everything.” 


- Genesis 1-11 is what is called primeval history - a history of the world in 
general - includes creation, the Fall of mankind, Cain and Abel, Noah 
and the flood, the Tower of Babel 


- And then Genesis 12-50 zooms in on Abraham and his family, and the 
Patriarchs - Isaac and Jacob 


- So verses 1-2 of chapter 1 form an intro to the creation story - In the 
beginning God created the heavens and the earth (everything) 


- And the earth was without form and void (tohu wa bohu) and darkness 
was over the face of the deep and the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the face of the waters 


- So not a separate creation account like the Gap theory would suggest - 
simply an introductory statement that then gets fleshed out in verses 
3-31 


- So, tonight we want to look at the 6 days of creation 

- Now right out of the gate, cards on the table, I believe Genesis 1 

teaches a literal 6 days of creation - I know there are other theories:


Maybe each day is millions of years - the idea in 2 Peter 3 that with the 
Lord one day is like 1000 years and 1000 years like one day 


- the problem with that is nothing in the text or in the Hebrew language 
suggests “Day” means anything but a 24 hour day. 


- Now sometimes the word day can mean a period of time: 




Number 10:10 - “On the day of your gladness also, and at your appointed 
feasts and at the beginnings of your months, you shall blow the trumpets 
over your burnt offerings and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings.” 


- but that is very rare. More than not, the Hebrew word for day used in 
Genesis 1 means day. 24 hours.


- So what I want to do tonight is read each account of each day - and 
then spend some time unpacking it and explaining it 


- As we go along if there are questions or comments please chime in! 


Day 1 - Verses 3-5 


So day 1 goes like this: 

“And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light. And God saw that 
the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first day.” 


- So couple of interesting things here. You will notice that right away it 
says “And God said...” 


- So creation by speech as command - God speaks and things are 
created. Now, what’s interesting is God creates by speaking but 
sometimes he also “makes” things


- There are spots in the rest of the chapter where something is created or 
emerges by speech PLUS some subsequent activity that is divinely 
instigated 


Examples: 

Vs. 6 - let there be an expanse - vs. 7 - And God “made” the expanse 

Vs. 14 - let there be lights in the expanse - vs. 16 - And God “made” the 
two great lights 


- so on day 1 God says “Let there be light” and there was light. And God 
saw that the light was good or beautiful 


- And then it says God separates the light from the darkness 

- So we are going to notice that the language of separating comes up a 

lot. And it doesn’t mean pulling apart, but it means assigning each part 
for it respective sphere. 


- The idea of God separating comes up in vs. 4, 6, 7, 14, 18 

- And it points to the idea of God ordering the universe 




- God separates light from darkness 

- God separates waters above from waters below 

- God separates day from night 

- God take a piece of man and makes a woman 


- So one aspect of creation is the idea of God separating things, creating 
order and assigning functions for how the universe works 


- Verse 5 says he called the light Day and the darkness he called Night 

- So the question is, why doesn’t God call light, light? Why does he call 

the light, Day? And why doesn’t he call darkness, darkness? Why does 
he call the darkness, Night? 


- Day = a period of light 

- Night = a period of darkness 

- So God separating light from darkness doesn’t make sense if we are 

talking strictly material objects...because light and darkness can’t be 
separated logically. Because by definition light and darkness can’t exist 
together in any way. 


- So what God is doing is separating a period of light he calls day and the 
period of darkness he calls night


- So really, what’s interesting is God’s first creation is Time. He is setting 
up day and night


- God’s 2nd act of creation is to create space - which we will get into on 
Day 2. But first we see on day 1, God creating Time. God is eternal, so 
before creation, there was no time. And God sets out to create the 
universe, and his first action is creating day and night. A 24 hour period 


- Now here is what is interesting about Time - we are going to see in 
chapter 2:3 the sanctification of time - the 7th day is set apart as Holy. 


- It isn’t until Exodus 3:5 do we see a sanctification of space - “take off 
your sandals, the ground you are walking on is holy”


- so here’s a question people ask: “How can there be light on day 1, 
before the existence of the sun which God created on day 4?” 


- How can there be light before the sun? And the simple answer is, God 
caused light to shine from a source other than the sun for the first 3 
days. 


Day 2 - verses 6-8

So day 2 goes like this:

“And God said, ‘Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let 
is separate the waters from the waters. And God made the expanse and 
separated the waters that were under the expanse from thee waters that 



were above the expanse. And it was so. And God called the expanse 
Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.” 


- so in day 1 we saw God creating time - setting up that function in the 
universe 


- Day 2, we see God creating space 

- So God said let there be an expanse - the word expanse means vault or 

some translations might say firmament 

- The Hebrew word is “raqia” which comes from the verb “raqa” which 

means to spread out...or its used in describing the temple when the 
artisans would hammer out the gold that went on the ark and other 
things 


- So its the idea of flattening out or spreading out - something that is 
created by stretching or hammering 


- So God creates the sky - the atmosphere - he takes some of the water 
and puts it above the sky, above the firmament - and he leaves some 
below 


- Again, notice that God is separating - creating order 

- So God calls the expanse Heaven - now this is not how you and I in the 

west think of heaven - the word heaven means sky. 

- Now was this firmament different than the sky we have today? One 

scholar I read had an interesting theory about the firmament 

- He believed that the firmament was a temporary canopy that God put in 

the sky 

- He said maybe this is one of the reasons humans lived so long before 

the flood - like some of them over 900 years old 

- Perhaps this firmament, this temporary canopy protected humans from 

the sun, regulated the climate on earth so it was ideal, and contributed 
to humans long life 


- And at the flood, the canopy fell and added to the water that drowned 
the earth 


Genesis 2:5 - “...for the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the land...” 

Genesis 7:11-12 - “In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second 
month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the 
foundations of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens 
were opened. And rain fell upon the earth for 40 days and forty nights.” 


- so its an interesting theory....but ultimately I think what we are seeing on 
day 2 is God creating the atmosphere on earth - he creates the sky - he 
takes some of the waters and puts them in the heavens 




- God is making the earth a habitable place - he is ordering it and setting 
it up, ultimately for the crowning achievement of his creation, humans 


- We can’t live without this perfect atmosphere on earth - so God is 
setting it up 


Day 3 - verses 9-13 

So day 3 goes like this: 

“And God said, ‘Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together 
into one place, and let the dry land appear.’ And it was so. God called the 
dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. 
And God saw that it was good. And God said, ‘Let the earth sprout 
vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is 
their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth. And it was so. The 
earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own 
kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its 
kind. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the third day.” 


- so on day 3, God then creates dry land and vegetation - so he gathers 
the waters into one place and dry land appears. 


- He calls the dry land earth (that word just literally means Land) and he 
calls the waters he gathered together seas 


- Here’s what is interesting - this is the last time will name anything - he 
named the light, day and the dark, night - he names the expanse 
Heaven - he names the dry land Earth and the waters the seas 


- But he won’t name anything else - the responsibility of naming is now 
delegated to the man - the humans he creates on day 6 


- so God creates dry land and then he creates plant life - vegetation, 
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed 


- And then it says each according to its kind - meaning oak trees produce 
oak trees - apples trees produce apple trees - and so on - you can’t 
crossbreed an oak tree with a fungus - it will yield nothing - you can 
crossbreed according to its kind 


- now the evolutionary view, which we touched on last week, is that 
everything in our universe came from nothing - a massive explosion 
happened and all life came from that, over billions and billions of years 
and things evolving - including plant life 




- But here is where the logical fallacy exists with the evolutionary 
worldview - plant life is impossible to get to from evolution 


- The generation of life from that which is inanimate is impossible 

- Evolution can only deal with systems that are already working 

- By definition, that which does not function simply cannot evolve - it is 

impossible for inanimate matter to produce biological systems by 
evolution - it cannot happen - and yet that is what is being told 
happened. 


- A massive explosion happened, and inanimate matter produced life 


- So in days 1-3 you’ve got God setting up functions - and now you will 
see in days 4-6, God is filling those spaces 


- So God creates time on day 1 - light and dark 

- God creates space on day 2 - the atmosphere, and the sky - he 

separates the waters 

- God creates land and vegetation on day 3 


One scholar I read said this: 

Day 1 - God creates time (function) 

Day 2 - God sets up the functions that serve as the basis for weather 

Day 3 - God sets up the functions that serve for the basis of food 


Day 4 - verses 14-19 

So day 4 goes like this: 

“And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to 
separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for 
seasons, and for days and years, and let them be lights in the expanse of 
the heavens to give light upon the earth.’ And it was so. And God made 
two great lights - the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule 
the night - and the stars. And God set them in the expanse of the heavens 
to give light on the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that is was good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.” 


- so on day 4, God creates the sun, moon, and stars 

- So think about it - on day 1, God sets up light and dark - and on day 4 

God fills that space with the sun, moon, and stars 

- So it is a progression from light in general to specific sources of light 

- And they serve 3 functions were told - to separate day and night - to 

serve as signs of the passage of time - and to illuminate the earth 




- Now here’s the difference between the Genesis creation narrative and 
other creation narratives - in most Mediterranean religions, the sun/
moon/stars are divine - they are autonomous bodies - gods to be 
worshiped and served 


- In our creation account - God creates a greater light, a lesser light and 
the stars 


- He doesn't even name the greater light and lesser light 

- And the mention of the stars seems like an afterthought - oh yeah and 

he created the stars 

- In Genesis, the luminaries aren’t eternal - they are created, not to be 

served but to serve - they serve humanity - by separating dark and light, 
serving as signs for the passage of time, and illuminating the earth 


- also, notice that verses 14-19 don’t care to be scientifically accurate. 
The moon doesn't give off light - the moon reflects the light of the sun - 
so Moses didn’t care to clarify that “well actually the lesser light, doesn't 
give off light per se but actually reflects light from the greater light.” He 
doesn't clarify that because that’s not important to the story


-  The main point is the sun and moon and stars aren’t gods - they are 
created, they are not eternal - humanity doesn't serve them, they serve 
us 


- so something interesting that helps shape my understanding of these 6 
days being literal 6 days is how we measure time 


- The rotation of the earth determines a 24 hour day 

- The moon’s orbit around the earth determines our months 

- Earths’ revolution around the sun determines our years 

- But there is nothing in celestial bodies that determines a week - and yet 

humanity universally numbers the calendar by weeks 

- So I think there is something in grained even in how we measure the 

passage of time - that echoes back to these 7 days of creation. 


Day 5 - verses 20-23 

So day 5 goes like this: 

“ And God said, ‘Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, 
and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.’ So 
God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, 
with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged 
bird according to its kind. And God saw that is was good. And God 
blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the 



seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’ And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fifth day.” 


- so day 5, God creates sea creatures and birds 

- So again think about the beauty of this - on day 2, God separated the 

waters, created the heavens, the sky - and now on day 5 he fills them 

- Now what’s interesting again is the difference between the creation 

narrative in Genesis and the ancient worlds narrative 

- In the ancient world, sea creatures were seen to operate against the 

ordered system - they were viewed as threats 

- Last week we talked about the Babylonian view where Tiamat was the 

belligerent and monstrous ocean goddess, the personification of evil - 
that had to be fought and killed 


- In the Genesis account, there is no cosmic war - these creatures are 
apart of the ordered system, not enemies to be defeated and kept in 
check - they are created and completely under God’s control 


- Now what else is interesting is verse 22 - the first blessing in the Bible 
isn’t directed towards mankind. The first blessing in the Bible, God 
blesses the animals - to be fertile and reproduce - God cares about all 
of his creation 


- so here is where the creation narrative again departs from the popular 
view in our world where evolution brought about all the sea creatures, 
bird, animals and humans we see today. Our creation narrative says 
God created them 


- Evolution says - that creatures evolved through ages-long processes 

- There was a lecture given from a science professor at one of the most 

prestigious universities in Southern California - and this professor was 
describing how he believed the evolutionary process occurred 


- He was convinced that the ability to fly, to swim and to travel on land 
were acquired characteristics - they were the result of every life-forms 
natural instinct for self-preservation 


- He imagined that the earliest complex life forms came into existence 
when single-called creatures morphed by sheer accident into more 
complex life-forms - they found they could sustain themselves by 
consuming the simpler life-forms and they developed means of moving 
so that they could feed 


- Through a process of accidental mutations that took billions of years - 
some of these primitive microorganisms developed into more complex 



and larger creatures that eventually learned how to breathe air and 
move onto land to escape predators 


- He pictured the earth at this point being populated with a variety of 
primitive, slithering reptiles and simple smaller creeping things which he 
referred to as snakes and bugs 


- The snakes started eating the bugs and the bugs sought inventive ways 
to get away from the snakes 


- Some of the bugs grew wings and developed the ability to fly 

- Others burrowed into the ground - then the snakes began to die for lack 

of food, so in order to preserve their species they grew legs and devised 
ways to climb trees and dig in the earth to get the bugs 


- The snake eventually developed hollow bones and bodies - some 
developed wings and could fly to get more bugs - and through this 
process great families of birds and animals and other forms of life 
developed 


- And he said “It’s all very simple” 

- Really the evolutionary process is fanciful and preposterous and 

genetically impossible 

- But here’s why that view is considered more believable than the Biblical 

account of creation - fallen humanity hates the God of the Bible and the 
complexity and wisdom seen in the creation of the universe is the single 
greatest rational obstacle to an atheistic worldview 


Day 6 - verses 24-31 

(Read verses 24-31) 


- so notice again the beauty of this passage - on day 3 God created dry 
land and vegetation - on day 6 God fills the dry land with animals and 
humans 


- Let the earth bring forth - living creatures according to their kind: 

- Livestock 

- Creeping things

- Beast of the earth 


- now the phrase “let the land bring forth” is not a scientific expression 

- Doesn’t give us material information like some kind of spontaneous 

regeneration or evolutionary process 

- The land is the location of ringing - this is where animal life comes from, 

but not what is produced from 

- So God makes all of the animals - those 3 categories cover all animals 




- Now, we get to the second half of day 6, and we have arrived at the 
pinnacle of Gods’ creation - his creating of human beings 


- Now verse 26 is interesting - “Let US make man in OUR image, after our 
likeness.” 


- So why plurality here? So on one hand, the name for God used in 21 of 
the first 25 verses is Elohim which is a plural noun 


- And so there is debate over why plurality is used here: 6 possibilities:

1. US refers to other gods (pantheistic) 

2. It means the heavenly court (so angelic hosts or other divine beings) 

3. God is speaking to the earth (meaning mankind is made from the 

ground) 

4. It simply means a plural of majesty 

5. It means a plural of deliberation (God speaking to himself) 

6. God speaking to the Spirit (a trinitarian understanding but less direct 

terminology) 


- I think it would be too far to say that Moses writing this was a Trinitarian 
monotheist - that he believed that God was 3 in 1 


- However, we read the OT in light of the NT - and we know that God 
exists as a Trinity - we know God is eternally Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
- that there is 3 persons in the Godhead 


- We know from the NT that Jesus was active in creation - Colossians 1 

- The theological battle of Moses’ day was not trinitarianism - it was 1 

God who is uncreated and merciful and sovereign VS. Multiple gods 
who were capricious and unpredictable and immoral 


- So we get a glimpse, a hint at God existing as multiple persons 

- Even vs. 1 told us that - in the beginning God created the heavens and 

the earth - and the Spirit of God was hovering - so we’ve already been 
introduced to this plurality of persons in God 


So God creates mankind in his image 

- and the word image is “tselem” which speaks of carving - its an idol 

basically 

- Here again is the difference between the Genesis account and every 

other ancient account 

- In Egyptian or Mesopotamian society, the King might be called the 

image of God, but not the average canal digger or mason 

- And here in Genesis we see God creating mankind and saying all of 

humanity is in his image - not just kings - not just dignitaries - but all 




- So all of creation functions in relationship to humankind - and 
humankind serves the rest of creation as God’s vice regents 


- Other near east accounts show creation was set up to serve the gods - 
and here we have the 1 true God setting up creation for the benefit of 
humanity. 


- Now what does it mean that human beings are in God’s image?

- Lots of ideas that could all be true: 


- Conscience 

- Soul 

- Original righteousness (like freedom from sin) 

- Our ability to reason 

- Emotions 


- it could be and probably is all of those things 

- However I think the text gives us a big clue to what it means to be 

created in God’s image: let them have dominion 

- We were created in the image of God, and part of that image is us 

having dominion over his creation 


- so verse 27 then says it again, male and female God created human 
beings - God creates a male ‘Adam’ and a female ‘Adam’ - both share 
the image of God 


And then God blesses the first humans - who later on we know are Adam 
and Eve 

- be fruitful and multiply 

- Fill the earth 

- Subdue it and have dominion 


And then God gives food: 

Humans - every plant yielding seed - and every tree with fruit 

Animals - every green plant for food 


- so at no point, in this original creation - was anything allowed to take 
the life of another living being and consume it for food - everyone was 
vegetarian, including the animals - no DEATH 


- so I hope you see the beauty of this first chapter of the Bible 

- God brings order to chaos 

- God sets up functions and fills those places with living things


