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Who We Are
Soup’s On is a food ministry of Roberts Park United  

Methodist Church in downtown Indianapolis. 

Soup’s On began over 20 years ago with the vision 

of one woman in the Roberts Park congregation 

who wanted to provide a Sunday afternoon meal 

to hungry and homeless people in the city. Since 

that time, Soup’s On has served nearly 150,000 

warm meals with warmhearted hospitality to 

downtown neighbors in need. 

What We Do
Every Sunday, approximately 250 guests come  

to eat and spend time together enjoying a safe 

and comfortable dining environment. Teams of 

volunteers organized by area churches and other 

local groups prepare and serve food, set tables  

and clear them, wash dishes, and clean up the 

kitchen and dining areas. A team of 20 volunteers 

is needed to work 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. each week. 

Organizations also provide financial support  

and resources.

Why We Do It
Like others in our community and as Christians, 

we believe that feeding the hungry and caring  

for one another are responsibilities that bring joy 

both to those who give and those who receive. 

Feeding America’s Map the Meal Gap study provides 

startling data. We know that nearly 19% of Marion 

County residents, about 175,000 people, are 

food-insecure. The need is great. 

“ Fixing a meal for people 

who are hungry, need 

companionship and  

sometimes just a warm 

place for a couple of  

hours takes so little  

time out of my busy  

life and helps me to  

think of others.”

- Soup’s On volunteer



Impact
Soup’s On serves an average of 250 meals each 

week, more than 13,000 meals per year. Enthusi-

astic volunteers commit over 4,000 hardworking 

hours each year to the Soup’s On ministry. 

Our guests are primarily part of the Indianapolis  

downtown population.  Most arrive on foot.  

Some individuals and families arrive just before 

meals, and others come earlier to attend worship 

services. Some come often; others just once.  

All are welcome, and guests do not have to  

qualify or identify themselves in any way.

Our Partners
Supporters of Soup’s On are as varied as their 

gifts. They all share with us, however, the desire  

to serve others. We give ongoing, heartfelt thanks 

for each and every one of them:

• Avon United Methodist Church

• Bethlehem Lutheran Church

• Carmel United Methodist Church

• Castleton United Methodist Church

• Central Restaurant Supply

• Deaton’s Mechanical

• Eta Pi Kappa Sorority, Rho Chapter

• The Garden Community Church

• Gleaners Food Bank of Indiana

• Indian Christian Fellowship

• Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation

• Indy Home Improvements

• Meridian Street United Methodist Church

• Panera Bread

• Salon01

• Southport Presbyterian Church

• St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, Carmel

• Unitarian Universalist Church of Indianapolis

• University of Indianapolis

• Zionsville United Methodist Church

“ It isn’t just about the 

meal. It is about the 

service – it gives you 

hope. It is spiritual 

food and food for  

the body.”

- Soup’s On guest

“ We all had a delightful 

time. Your ministry is 

amazing – organized, 

efficient, effective,  

loving, welcoming,  

purposeful and fun.”

- Soup’s On volunteer



How To Help
Organize A Volunteer Team
Volunteers are the heart of the Soup’s On ministry.  

They ensure that balanced, full-course meals are 

served successfully to all who come each week. 

Volunteering as a group makes a lasting difference 

in relationships among people working together 

as well.

Although volunteers of all ages are appreciated, 

adults in the group must accompany workers 

under age 18. Check with the program director 

about guidelines for including younger volunteers.

“ Our class has had the privilege 

of serving lunch for the needy at 

Roberts Park UMC. This has been 

a great opportunity for families 

and for our entire class to step out 

of our ‘normal’ routine and work 

together to serve others. The sense 

of camaraderie  that develops while 

serving helps build and strengthen 

the bonds between us.”

- Soup’s On volunteer

Give
Tax-deductible financial contributions in any 

amount are always appreciated, and 100% of  

donations are used to meet expenses and purchase 

food, equipment, or supplies that directly benefit 

Soup’s On guests. Offering food and shelter on a 

reliable schedule depends on the generous support 

of people and organizations like yours.

Support A Project
Volunteering on Sunday morning not possible? 

Consider these alternatives:

Sponsor A Collection  

Organize a short-term drive to collect canned 

goods, financial contributions, or seasonal survival 

kits that can be given to guests as needed. Such a 

kit might include gloves, socks, hat, and lip balm 

for winter or refillable water bottle, sunscreen, cap, 

and lip balm for summer.

Fund A Wish List Item

Underwrite a project that will support Soup’s On 

operations and maintenance, such as:

•  Replacing aging equipment, both large  

and small, such as upgraded storage space, 

dishes, glasses, oven, or tables and chairs.

• Providing a thorough cleaning of the kitchen.

•  Providing a thorough cleaning of the dining 

room.

•  Sponsoring the provision of ongoing supplies,  

such as napkins, towels, and condiments.

Suggest A Special Project

Does your business, department, youth group,  

or seniors organization have an idea for a project 

of its own? Please contact the program director. 

Ideas most welcome!



How Your Organization  
Benefits
Many studies confirm that volunteering as part of 

a group has a huge carryover effect on individual  

volunteers and their organizations. Serving side 

by side in the Soup’s On kitchen builds teamwork 

skills that are transferable to other work settings.  

And volunteers feel good about employers and 

churches that encourage them to contribute to  

the community in meaningful ways. 

For more information, please contact the Soup’s On 

program director at soupson@robertsparkumc.org 

or by calling the church office at 317.635.1636.

Roberts Park United Methodist Church

401 North Delaware Street 
Indianapolis IN 46204

317.635.1636

www.robertsparkumc.org


