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. . .you also, like living stones, 
are being built in to a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood, 

offering spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. . .1 Peter 2:5 

a publication of Living Stones Prison Congregation 

 Building from the ground up 
by Pastor Chris Ode 

A few months before the 
pandemic began, my family and I 
moved. It wasn’t expected or planned: 
our old place was in one of the areas 
affected by the development of light 
rail and numerous speculators were 
interested in taking advantage. We   
ignored them for years, but as our kids 
continued to grow it was increasingly 
clear that more space would be a bless-
ing. As it happened, one realtor in    
particular managed to catch our eye 
and - more importantly - find us a new 
home that made the idea of moving (let 
alone the effort!) worth it. 
 

As with any move into an existing 
home, our transition brought with it a 
host of opportunities to learn a thing or 
two about our predecessors: their taste 
in paint colors, their interest in yard 
work, their skill as a DIYer… The last in 
particular quickly stood out: located on 
our property are a pair of modest, 
ground-level decks. When I say “ground
-level,” I should clarify: these aren’t 
decks with structural support on the 
ground, but a walking space a foot or so 
above. Rather, the decking itself is    
directly at ground level with the foun-
dation dug out below it. It was clear 
when we first looked at the house that 
both decks needed replacement: in 
fact, one of the planks broke underfoot 
as we did the house inspection! 
 

Last summer - like so many across the 
country - I took advantage of the time 

at home to replace one of the decks. 
This past week I replaced the other. 
With both I was struck by the lack of 
thought and effort that had gone into 
their respective foundations: joists were 
few and far-between, stuck directly into 
the ground, and not always done with 
pressure-treated wood. The decking was 
cramped together and inadequately 
spaced - limiting air circulation. With the 
decision to build directly into the ground 
and not include any grates or other 
openings, there was no room for ventila-
tion. In essence, both decks were saunas 
for their wooden components - and the 
deterioration that was revealed when 
we ripped them up was both shocking 
and colorful. 
 

Determined to do better (and coming 
from a long line of “over-builders”!), I 
planned ahead and took my time. The 
decking is PVC and spaced correctly - 
with additional ventilation built into the 
design. All the new joists are pressure-
treated and lifted off the ground by pier 
blocks - and there are MANY more of 
them. And under it all - unseen by any-
one who didn’t help build it - are a series 
of gravel-filled trenches and retaining 
spaces to deal with the water which will 
inevitably get underneath during our 
Cascadian winters (and springs… and 
falls… and some parts of various sum-
mers…) 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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While building them, I was struck by how much of 
the process goes unseen by others. Each step 
along the way I took a picture of the progress - 
tearing the old deck up, preparing the ground, 
setting the blocks, digging trenches, adding gravel, 
setting joists, adding more gravel, and installing 
the decking. But it wasn’t until near the end - as 
the decking was being placed - that it really start-
ed to seem like something was happening. It 
would be easy to look at the finished product and 
think it was quick and simple - but we’d be wrong. 
 

You probably saw this coming: our lives are like 
that. Growing in faith and becoming who we are 
intended to be as children of God takes time and 
effort. It takes patience and resolve. And much of 
the work that goes in isn’t seen directly by those 
around us. But to have something that truly lasts,  

 
 
that won’t collapse in the storms of life, we need 
a strong foundation in Christ from which to build 
upon. 
 

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine 
and does them will be like a wise man who built 
his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that 
house, but it did not fall, because it had been 
founded on the rock. And everyone who hears 
these words of mine and does not do them will be 
like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 
And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it 
fell, and great was the fall of it.” Matt. 7:24-27 ESV 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Chris 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

Lord, I Pray 
by Mr. L. 

 

Lord, I pray for the birds, Lord, I pray for the bees,  

 Lord, I pray for the creeks, Lord, I pray for the seas, 

Lord, I pray for protection, Lord, I pray for light,  

 Lord, I pray for direction, Lord, I pray for what’s 

right. 

I pray that I move on and leave my past alone,  

 I pray for forgiveness when for my sins I cannot 

atone. 

Lord, I pray for wisdom, Lord, I pray for love,  

 Lord, I learn your lessons and look for hope above. 

I pray you let me live, I pray you take my pain,  

 I pray you wash my filth while I pray in the rain. 

Lord, I pray for others, Lord, I pray for peace,  

 Lord, I pray for safety, none amongst the least. 

Lord, I pray you pull and push away my confusion,  

 Lord, I pray you keep evil from intrusion. 

Now I’m praying more than ever before,  

 Lord, I pray I walk upon the heavenly shores,  

 Lord, I pray for answers,  

  Lord, I pray for sight. 

 Lord, I pray for faithfulness— 

  at that I say goodnight.    

 Amen. 

Paintings by Mr. E. 
 
 

Regarding painting on the right the artist 
shares: 
 

“In Lummi culture, Chief Raven was  origi-
nally white.  But when he brought fire to 
man he stained his feathers black with the 
soot on accident. This is my vision of what 
he would look like if he was still white.” 

With this poem and paintings, we share with you some of the 
previous submissions of our Living Stones men. Enjoy! 
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We are looking forward to restarting our monthly in-person gatherings 
for formerly incarcerated people and their families, as well as families of 
those still on the inside. During this time we plan to offer a simple meal, 

an informal worship, a community speaker to share reentry resources, and a time of fellowship. The 
events will be held at Peace Lutheran Church in Tacoma, which is located in an area where many of our 
men are released. We will again be needing volunteers to facilitate these get-togethers and area pastors 
to host. Please contact Sandi, sandi@livingstonespc.org for more info. 
 

In the meantime, we been reaching out to support returning citizens and their families by providing 
“grab and go” bags to accompany the take-out suppers that Peace LC, Tacoma has been providing. These 
bags include community reentry resource information, handwarmers, COVID info (including a mask), first 
aid items (band aids and ointment), socks, devotionals, combs, and a snack bar. Over 50 bags have been 
given out so far. We are also exploring other sites in the area where we can distribute bags. A huge thank 
you to Teresa Jackson and her faithful crew at Peace for continuing to assemble and distribute bags.  
 

How can you help? First of all, pray—for the returning citizens and their families, for the health and safe-
ty of all, for people to hear about LSF (the biggest challenge is getting the word out to those we want to 
serve), for people to get their vaccines and for this pandemic to end. Second, you can help assemble and 
distribute bags.  

Become more aware of how the criminal justice system impacts the incarcerated and the 
returning citizens—We encourage your congregation to consider using the study “Called to Hear” to 
become more informed about our criminal justice system. This scripture-based,  expert-led, five-session 
study uses videos, handouts, Bible study, and discussion to explore the ELCA Social Statement “The 
Church and Criminal Justice: Hearing the Cries” and be moved to action. Participants encounter a new 
way of listening to Why are we called to care about our broken system? Who is crying out? How does 
God guide us to seek justice? What are some models of ministry? How can we advocate for change?  Our 
board is ready to help facilitate the study in your congregation (even by Zoom) —or you can do it on 
your own. Contact Sandi for details or go to https://tinyurl.com/2mwehc68 for more information. 

 

Learn more about our work—Please check out our new web sites and email addresses:  
• Living Stones Prison Congregation (work with the incarcerated)—https://livingstonespc.org/;  
 emails: pastor@livingstonespc.org; sandi@livingstonespc.org 
• Stepping Stones to Re-Entry (work with the returning citizens)—https://

steppingstones2reentry.org/; email: Steppingstones2reentry@outlook.com 
 

 

Raffle tickets coming late summer—Packets of raffle materials (including tickets) will be mailed out in 

August for our annual fundraiser. Prizes are $2,021 (grand prize), $201 (2nd place) plus handmade creations 
from our men. Ticket price remains the same: $5 each or 6 for $25 with sales to run from Sept. 1 through    
Oct. 31. This year congregations of the NWWA Synod will also be participating plus Bishop Rick (SWWA Synod) 
and Bishop Shelley (NWWA Synod) will join together in drawing the winning tickets on Tuesday, Nov. 23! 
 

     NOTE: congregations who do not wish to participate may opt-out by emailing Sandi, sandi@livingstonespc.org by 
Thursday, July 1. Put “remove from 2021 raffle” in the subject line to be removed from the packet mailing and e-
announcements regarding the raffle. 

Reimagining Living Stones Fellowship 
by Sandi Nolte 

https://tinyurl.com/2mwehc68


L I V I N G  S T O N E S  P R I S O N  C O N G R E G A T I O N  S U M M E R  2 0 2 1  P A G E  4  

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support. . . we give thanks to God for each of you  
. . . to all the congregations and individuals who have continued to support the Living Stones 
ministry through your gifts of clothing, backpacks, and financial donations.  
. . . to all who have given of their time to write words of encouragement for our weekly news-
letter to the men. They have touched the hearts of our men and have been deeply appreciated. 

. . . to Faith Lutheran Church, Shelton for being our fiscal agent and for providing bookkeeping and other adminis-
trative support. 

 

Items needed for the Transition Program 
(click here for bulletin insert with more info) 
 

Freedom Backpack Program  
backpacks are given to men as they are released from 
the WCC.  This simple sign of care provides them with a 
few necessities as they return to society. 
✓ Toiletries/hygiene items (toilet paper, travel-size 

shampoo, soap, comb, brush, toothpaste, toothbrush, 
tampons, and feminine pads—feminine items will be 
given to the women’s prison) 

✓ Ponchos 
✓ Tarps (approx. 8'x9') 
✓ Hand towels 
✓ Socks & underwear 

 

Clothing Locker 
✓ Serviceable cloth-

ing (shirts, jackets, 
pants, underwear, 

shoes, and socks)    

Currently, all donations 
need prior approval before 

being delivered to the 
prison warehouse. (Staff 
has requested us NOT to 
use the outside blue bin.) 

Please contact Sandi 
regarding transfer of 

donations to the prison. 

 

 

Ways to partner with us in ministry 
 

✓ Pray for our men and their families, for our leadership, 
for the WCC staff  

✓ Schedule Pastor Ode for a virtual experience—preaching, 
attending a prayer breakfast, leading a Bible study, to 
name a few ideas. Email him at pastor@livingstonespc.org 

✓ Be ready to schedule a visit or preaching date when    
restrictions are lifted 

✓ Write a note of encouragement to our men for our    
weekly WCC newsletter to our men. Email it to Sandi at  

 sandi@livingstonespc.org. 
✓ Consider making a financial donation to support this 

ministry.  Gifts may be made with Tithe.ly on our website 
(click here) or mailed to our fiscal agent (Living Stones 
Prison Congregation, c/o Faith Lutheran Church, 1212       
Connection St., Shelton, WA 98584.) 

✓ Sign up for Amazon Smile (https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/27-1564948) or Fred Meyer Community Rewards 
(contact Sandi for info). 

“2M at 3 Check-in” 
the second Monday of  
every month at 3 p.m. 
 

As we continue to 
find ways to minister to our men in these isolated 
days, you are invited to a monthly check-in with other 
Living Stones supporters to hear the latest on what's 
happening inside, have questions answered, and join in 
prayer for this ministry. 
 

Zoom link info: 
Topic: Living Stones Update - 2nd Monday at 3 p.m. 
Time: 3:00 PM Pacific Time  
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86786969269?
pwd=eFdSdXJvRGtZVC9HMWo1OHpFdTVaQT09  

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For information about the Washington Depart-
ment of Corrections Covid-19 response, click here: 
DOC Covid Information.  Note that congregational 
visits probably won’t begin until Step 4—we are  
currently in Step 1. 

 

Pastor Chris continues to make virtual and in-
person appearances!  He is glad to share the story 
of Living Stones and how God continues to change 
lives through this ministry. To schedule an appear-
ance at your congregation, please email him at  
pastor@livingstonespc.org. (You can check his  
availability at our online calendar:  https://
livingstonespc.org/events 

Stay updated about what is happening with our men 

As our fiscal agent, Faith Lutheran Church, Shelton manages the finances for Living Stones Prison  
Congregation. Please send all financial gifts to Living Stones Prison Congregation, c/o Faith Lutheran 
Church, 1212 Connection St., Shelton, WA 98584. Thank you for your continued support! 

file:///E:/Living Stones/Flyers/Transition Program (Feb 2019 update)/Transition Program half-sheet flyer (color).pdf
https://livingstonespc.org/give
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86786969269?pwd=eFdSdXJvRGtZVC9HMWo1OHpFdTVaQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86786969269?pwd=eFdSdXJvRGtZVC9HMWo1OHpFdTVaQT09
https://www.doc.wa.gov/corrections/covid-19/
https://livingstonespc.org/events
https://livingstonespc.org/events

