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As Jesus’ courageous disciples,  

living God’s grace, we strive to: 

◼ Worship faithfully 

◼ Welcome openly 

◼ Grow spiritually 

◼ Care passionately 

◼ Serve generously 

June 15, 2021 

This year’s Academy Award for 

Original Music Score was won     

by composer Jon Batiste for his 

work in the Pixar film Soul, the 

animated tale of a jazz pianist who 

has a near death experience and 

gets stuck in the afterlife, causing 

him to re-think the choices he 

made in the existence he mostly 

took for granted.  (Note:  If you 

have never heard of this movie—

join the club, neither had I.  It was 

released during COVID so mostly 

slid under the radar.  But if the 

heat keeps you indoors, watch it 

and enjoy).  

In accepting the Oscar, Batiste 

celebrated the moment by giving 

thanks to the 12 notes:   

You know what’s deep is that   

God gave us 12 notes.  It is the 

same 12 notes that Duke Ellington 

had, that Bach had.  Every gift is 

special.  Every contribution with 

music that comes from the divine 

into the instruments into the film, 

into the minds, hearts and souls   

of every person who hears it, the 

stories that happen when you listen 

to it and watch it and the stories 

you share, the moments you make, 

the memories you create—man,   

its just so incredibly wonderful.   

So I am thankful to God for those 

12 notes.   

God gives us 12 notes to compose 

the soundtrack of our lives.      

That ‘scale’ includes things like 

compassion, mercy, forgiveness, 

justice, love, grace, empathy and 

peace.  Everyone can make some 

sort of beautiful music with those 

notes.  May you make some 

beautiful music this summer.   

Psalm 150 

Praise the LORD. 

Praise God in his sanctuary; 

praise him in his mighty 

heavens. 

Praise him for his acts of power; 

praise him for his surpassing 

greatness. 

Praise him with the sounding of 

the trumpet, 

praise him with the harp and 

lyre, 

Praise him with timbrel and 

dancing, 

praise him with the strings and 

pipe, 

Praise him with the clash of 

cymbals, 

praise him with resounding 

cymbals. 

Let everything that has breath 

praise the LORD. 

Praise the LORD! 

In Gratitude, Pastor Chris   
_______________________________ 

 

 

 

Sat, June 19 Ruth Reilly  

  Memorial Service  

Sun, June 20 Sitz Baptism  

Sun, June 27 Fuller Baptism  

Sat, July 17 Barb Greub  

  Memorial Service 

August 3—5 Vacation Bible  

  School  

Pastor’s Page 
What do Twinkle, Twinkle Little 

Star, Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony 

and Drop Kick Me Jesus Through 

the Goalposts of Life, all have in 

common?  Stumped?  Yes, they 

are all songs (if you can consider   

the 9
th
 Symphony a song).  But   

more to the point, they all use the 

same 12 notes.  Every song ever 

written and ever will be written   

are all composed from the same  

12 notes.   



 

 

at the end of each service.  Bring 

a chair or a blanket and join us!   

Following CDC and local health 

guidelines, you no longer need to 

wear a mask or sign up ahead of 

time for worship.   

In case of rain, worship will  

move to the Fellowship Hall (it 

will be announced on the church 

Facebook page by 8:00 am if 

worship is moved indoors).   

Projects Following 

Worship for Kids 
Calling kids and families! Come 

for a special, short craft project 

following worship on July 11   

and August 22.  

Summer Worship 
Worship during the summer will 

be outdoor on the church lawn at 

9:30 am.  Coffee Fellowship (or 

lemonade if it is hot) will follow  
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VBS Volunteers Needed 
A successful Vacation Bible School 

program requires volunteers.  Please 

volunteer!  We need teachers and 

craft volunteers for August 3–5,     

9:00–11:00 am.  Please help!  To 

volunteer, please use the sign-up link.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-

vbsvolunteers 

VBS, 2021: Create!  August 3–5, 9:00–11:00 am 
Children age 3 through completed Grade 5 are invited to participate in the 2021 

VBS program, Create!  The sessions will focus on The Parable of Talents and what 

it means to be made in the image of a creative (and still creating) God. Students will 

use their own creativity and work on a variety of art projects…including not one but TWO special wood 

“Marshall Projects.” Please extend an invitation to friends and neighbors.  All are welcome!   

Please register on the website:  https://firstchurchrf.org/pages/vacation-bible-school 

Youth Ministry Search Team  
After the departure of JaNae Westrich this past April, a small 

Youth Ministry Search Team has been appointed by Church 

Council comprised of Pastor Chris, Diane Crist (Personnel), Kathy 

Rausch (Moderator Elect), Scott Elsesser (parent of teens), Melissa 

Wilson (parent of teen) and church interns Jenna Lawrence, Evan 

Luedtke and Jada Trautmiller.  They are currently revising our job 

description and thinking creatively about future tasks and ministry 

ideas.  We hope to have a new Youth Minister in place by the fall.  

Please continue to pray for guidance for them.   

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to our church high 

school seniors on their graduation!  

They include:  Ethan Cernohous,    

Nyssa George, Dennis Grisar, 

Zachary Johnson, Zachary Martin, 

Madelyn Morrow, Meridith Okal, 

Sophia Okal, Ellen Rayne, Kimberly Swanson, Erin Syverson, Olivia Vanasse 

Congratulations also to our Continuing Education Scholarship Award winners who this year include:  Kaye 

Anderson, Mya Davis, Derick Graves, Katie Krueger, Seth Larsen, Nate Lawrence, Alex Martin, Katy Myers, 

Matthew Myers, Peter Noreen, Colin Richter, William Tuchtenhagen  

This year the Scholarship Committee was able to award nearly $50,000 in scholarships.  Thank you to the 

Scholarship Committee (Jenny Luedtke, Lois Martin, Wayne Roen and Pastor Chris).  And a special thank 

you to those who have contributed to the Scholarship Fund over the years.  Your investment in education and 

our young people is amazing.  God bless you all!   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-vbsvolunteers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-vbsvolunteers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-vbsvolunteers
https://firstchurchrf.org/pages/vacation-bible-school
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Conversations About the Fall for Parents 
The Christian Education Committee and pastoral staff are making plans for 

Sunday School, Confirmation, and church interns in the fall. We need your 

input to help guide plans and decisions. We ask parents of students age 3 

through church interns to come for a one-hour conversation in June. Issues to 

discuss include: 

• What kind of Sunday morning schedule best meets families’ needs? 

• Should we move to a dedicated Sunday morning education hour? 

• What about the confirmation program works well for your family? What else would you like to see? 

What do you recommend we adjust? 

• What church music opportunities would interest your family? 

• What concrete actions can the congregation take to support you as you raise your child(ren) in faith? 

Please come to one of these conversations:  

 Wednesday, June 16, 6:30–7:30 pm on the church lawn (Fellowship Hall if rainy) 

 Tuesday, June 22, 6:30–7:30 pm on the church lawn (Fellowship Hall if rainy) 

Please sign up on the church website or here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-family 

Memorial Garden 
The Church Memorial Garden was 

dedicated on May 30 and we will welcome 

home our first church saint, Ruth Reilly, on 

Saturday, June 19, after her Memorial 

Service.  The Memorial Garden is intended 

to be a peaceful resting place for our church 

saints and a place of healing for family 

members.  Copies of the Memorial Garden 

Policy and costs are available in the church office and on the church 

website:  https://firstchurchrf.org/pages/sign-up-sheets 

Many thanks to our Memorial Committee for getting this ready 

(Susan Walden, Lu Lueck, Marshall Skule, JoAnne Friedell and 

Pastor Chris). 

Church Softball 
It appears that the River Falls 

Church Softball league will happen 

this year!  For more information 

contact Matthew Thurston at 715-

781-3626 or Deb Hoffman at 612-

308-4945.  Please sign up if you are 

interested in playing. Games are 

played on Monday nights at 

Hoffman Park. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-

church1 

Bathroom 
Renovation  
Tim ‘The Toolman’ 

Bylander has been  busy 

renovating our lower unisex 

bathroom, the last part of the 

church to be renovated after 

the building addition in 2014.  Next up painting and 

installation of fixtures.  Thank you Tim! 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-family
https://firstchurchrf.org/pages/sign-up-sheets
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-church1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-church1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-church1
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Church Workers and Leaders Needed 
One of the best ways to get to know other people is by joining a church committee or 

team.  These groups meet monthly to do the work of the church.  Especially this past year 

when we were often isolated from one another, these committees and teams were amazing 

in the ways they not only got the church’s work done, they also maintained their 

connections and cared for one another.   

Below is a list of our current church leadership needs.  Groups generally meet the third 

Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm for one hour.  New members will begin in September 

at the All Church Meeting Night on Tues., September 21.  Please look at the list of needed workers below and 

prayerfully consider how you may use your gifts in God’s service. Contact the church office for more details. 

• Christian Education—Provides faith formation programs for children, youth and adults—1 Team  

Member Needed 

• Deacons—Work with the church worship life and membership—3 Team Members Needed 

• Discipleship—Oversees church fundraising and generosity efforts—Full 

• Endowment Grant—Distributes grants from our Endowment Fund—1 Team Member Needed 

• Mission Education—Coordinates the various missions of the church both inside and outside the church 

walls—Full 

• Music—Provides musical opportunities to enrich the life of the church—1 Team Member Needed 

• Trustees—Works to oversees the church building and finances—4 Team Members Needed 

• Welcoming—Provides welcomers and opportunities for people to get to know one another—2 Team 

Members Needed 

Engaging the Word, Engaging the World… 
Mission Partner: Back Bay Mission 

Almost a century after its founding, Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, Mississippi, continues its groundbreaking, 

cutting-edge ministries with the people and communities of the Gulf Coast. Its rich history supporting 

struggling families with a wide range of health, housing, work, education, food, and civil rights challenges is 

renowned throughout the Gulf region and the United Church of Christ.  

First Congregational UCC has partnered with Back Bay Mission for years through our spring Mission Trips, 

financial support, and the leadership of members like Carol Merriman, who served on its Board for three 

years and has volunteered there for over fifteen years.  Many other members have given generously of their 

time and gifts. This year, we are providing $1,300 in mission support to the organization. 

NOW FOR REALLY GOOD NEWS!!  

After a covid-year delay, our annual Mission Trip to Back Bay Mission is scheduled for Spring of 2022!  Last 

week’s church newsletter broke the news, and (we’re confident that) a new church van (and other vehicles) will 

be packed and ready to head South next March to help 

fix houses and do other needed work.  

Mark your calendars!  We have 25 spaces available for 

First Congregational youth and adults the week of 

March 12–19, 2022, coinciding with the River Falls, 

Hudson, and UWRF Spring Break. While an 

informational meeting will be held this fall, check      

now with Pastor Chris for more information. 

Meantime, know that Back Bay’s mission is simple:      

to strengthen neighborhoods, seek justice, and 

transform lives, a mission that resonates fully with     

First Congregational, a mission that has kept us heading 

South over the years, to pitch in with our labor and love. Pictures from the 2019 Back Bay Mission Trip 
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People in the Pews:  Bob Ferguson 
1.  Where did you grow up / hometown?   

I was born in Arizona but consider my home town to be Grayslake, IL.  Located 

12 miles west of Lake Michigan and 12 miles south of the Wisconsin border.  

Population about 3000 when we moved there in the summer before I started 

kindergarten.  About 5000 when I went away to college.  Attended public schools 

in a total of 2 buildings K thru 12.  Great place to grow up (pretty much a “Leave  

it to Beaver” childhood). My Mom was a school nurse and my Dad was a traveling 

salesman which meant he was on the road a lot.  With an abandoned farm field 

across the street with a train track and a creek and a passel of neighborhood kids to play with, it was a pretty 

idyllic time growing up.   

2.  Where do you live now?   

Currently, we live in RF in a neighborhood called Highview Meadows.  Located just up the bluff on County M 

past the hospital and RF golf course.  We have a one-story townhouse so we can age in place and with the kids 

and grandkids at the other end of the subdivision within walking distance. 

3.  How long have you been attending First Congregational Church, UCC?   

Moved to town in August 2014 with the belief that after being quite active in our former UCC church in 

Milwaukee, we’d be able to take a break from volunteering and just enjoy a more rural environment.  We 

thought that we could supply our own spiritual needs without getting involved for a while.  That lasted about a 

full month when we realized one Sunday morning that something was missing with just the great outdoors (as 

wonderful as it was) for companionship.  So, we decided to start checking out possible churches.  Drew the 

proverbial circle around RF and wrote down some possibilities and since we had been UCC folks for quite a 

while, decided to try First Congregational first.  Ended up sitting behind Bob Gustafson who greeted us warmly 

after our first Sunday service and the rest as they say is history. 

4.  What keeps you coming back to church at UCC?   

I guess it’s the 4 P’s.  Programs, People, Pastors and Physical plant.  A wonderful fulfilling Spirit filled friendly 

place with a mission emphasis that is continually expanding. 

5.  What is your favorite Bible passage, quote, or hymn. Why?   

Hebrews 11, 1; Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  This verse is 

my Christian koan.  It requires my continual consideration and offers hope for a science and math-oriented 

person like myself that proof does not always have to precede belief. 

6.  What is your favorite childhood memory? (This does not have to be church related.)   

Going down to the train station as a young child and watching a crate being unloaded from a boxcar having 

been sent by my Aunt. The crate contained a puppy (my first pet) who had come to live with us. 

7.  What is your favorite hobby or pastime?   

Easy answer on this one, golf is both a hobby and a pastime and the sport for a lifetime.  It is both maddening 

and awe inspiring, no two shots are ever the same.  Thanks, Dad, for introducing me to it so long ago. 

8.  Tell us something about you or your family that may surprise us.   

We haven’t lived the most surprising life but we did teach school for a year in Puerto Rico right out of college.  

Beautiful country, friendly people, an experience of a lifetime. 

9.  What gives you comfort or joy during these of Covid-19 days?   

The joy and fellowship of my Covid-19 pod.  It includes Rebecca and I, our son Andy, our daughter-in-law Jill 

and our two grandkids Rosalie and Dominic.  Without them it would have been a seriously tougher go of it. 
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New Church Van Needed 
Perhaps the most hopeful sign we are nearing the end of the pandemic is the need 

for a new church van.  You may recall that when the pandemic began we sold our 

old church van (an aging  2004 Ford Econoline 15 passenger van that was rusting 

and had high mileage) rather than have it sit unused for a year.  As we anticipate a 

more normal fall we will need a church van to continue our current ministries.  

Below please find some details about the Church Van Campaign.  

Q:Do we really need a church van?    

A:  Yes!  In fact Stacy says on Wednesday afternoons when we pick up kids for Wednesday School we could 

use two church vans!  The church van is used to pick up Wednesday Schoolers, take our youth on trips to 

Feed My Starving Children, retreats and monthly trips.  The van is driven back and forth to Back Bay Mission 

in Biloxi, Mississippi for our annual mission trips saving us many dollars in baggage fees.  We also hope to 

resume senior lunch trips in the fall.   

Q:  What kind of van are we looking for?  

A:  Church Council has authorized a small team to research options for a 

used 15 passenger van that is safe, has about 50,000 miles on it and will be 

easy for both youth and seniors to enter and exit.  Right now we are 

looking at both Sprinters and Transits in the used car markets.   

Q:  Can we get an electric or hybrid church van?   

A:  After carefully looking into this option, the short answer is no.  While 

there are some exciting new possibilities for hybrid vans, they would have 

to be bought new which would double our price.  An all electric van would 

not allow us to use it on trips to Back Bay.   

Q:  How much will it cost?  

A:  We estimate it will cost between $30-$32,000 dollars used.  The used 

car market is really hot now, driving up costs so we are starting a Church 

Van Campaign to raise $32,000 to purchase a slightly used church van.   

Q:  When will we get it? 

A:  When we raise the money!  We hope we can quickly raise the money 

in the next 8 weeks so we can purchase it, have it lettered with our church 

name and be ready for us by September.  Please write ‘Church Van 

Campaign” in the memo line.  You can also make donations on the 

church website under the ‘give’ option.  No gift is too big or too small!  

Spring Break Mission Trip 
Last year’s trip to Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, MS was 

cancelled due to COVID.  This coming year, we have again 

secured 25 spaces for this bi-annual trip to spend the week 

fixing houses in hurricane prone Mississippi.  The dates align 

with the River Falls, Hudson and UWRF spring break calendars — March 12-19, 2022.  An informational 

session will be held this fall.  In the meantime — mark the date!  Did we mention it will warm and sunny in 

Biloxi in March?  Join us!  Open to youth and adults.  See Pastor Chris for more details.  
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Donations for Shut In Bags Needed 
One of the good things to come out the pandemic are the 25 shut in bags that are delivered 

each month by volunteers.  We are looking for donations of small gifts or handmade items  

that can be put in these gift bags. Home baked cookies, small handmade items, even seasonal 

dollar store items are all great additions to this ministry, but there must be 25 of them. Contact 

the church office for more info.   

Church Staff 
You can contact them via their email and cell numbers  

which are below. 

Chris Myers—chris@firstchurchrf.org - 715-441-2497 

Missy Luedtke—missy@firstchurchrf.org - 715-222-5427 

Stacy Myers—stacy@firstchurchrf.org - 715-338-6406 

Dave Ostendorf—dave@firstchurchrf.org - 715-441-6559 

Jamie Mills—degolierjamie@gmail.com - 715-419-0850 

Dave Mountain—focusfan2001@yahoo.com - 715-245-6854 

Tim Bylander—timthefixitguy@gmail.com - 715-808-2900 

 

Save Your Batteries to Recycle 
We have a container available for recycling all those 

old, depleted batteries.  Start saving them now and bring 

them to church.  We’ll pass them on to the recyclers 

and keep them out of landfills and the environment in 

our ongoing commitment to sustainability.  

Church Yoga 
Jan Hansen's church yoga group meets on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays in the church 

Fellowship Hall from 9:00-10:00 am and via 

Zoom.  Please contact the church office to 

receive the Zoom link.  

Free Money for  

Church Ministries 
The church has created an Amazon Smile account 

through which the church can receive a portion of the 

price of each purchase you make though Amazon.  It is 

important to know that you need to do two things for   

the church to receive this money.  First, go to Amazon 

Smile by typing in smile.amazon.com and then add    

First Congregational Church River Falls to your   

Amazon Smile.  Second, every time you order you    

must order through your Smile account by going 

to smile.amazon.com. Once you do this, the church    

will receive 0.5% of each eligible order.  Please contact 

the church office if you have questions.   

Simpson Shelter Supply Needs 
• Twin, full, and queen size blankets and  

sheet sets—new 

• Pillows—new 

• White t-shirts—new, sizes small and  

medium 

• Large tubs of Country Time Lemonade   

and Kool Aid mixes (we use these in     

Igloo containers for meals)  

• Hot sauce 

• Coffee—ground, caffeinated 

• Products for textured and natural hair 

• New shower curtains and shower rings 
 

There is a box at the church for donations.  

Thank you! 

     Week of     

  June 6, 2021   Year to Date 

General Fund Income*    $   5,833     $ 252,851 

General Fund Operational Needs   $   9,262     $ 213,026 

A full accounting of all income and expenses is available in the 

church office. 

*Includes annual and monthly gifts. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Phone:  715-425-2052 

E-mail:  office@firstchurchrf.org 

Website:  www.firstchurchrf.org 

STAFF 
Chris Myers, Pastor 

Dave Ostendorf, Minister for Community and Outreach 

Stacy Johnson, CE Minister 

Missy Luedtke, Office Coordinator 

Joel Larsen, Moderator 

Jamie Mills, Music Coordinator and Bell Choir Director 

Marsha Pearson, Organist 

Terry Mithun, Organist 

Tim Bylander, Building Supervisor 

Dave Mountain, Custodian 
 

Pastor’s home phone number:  

Chris Myers 715-426-2075 

chris@firstchurchrf.org 
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Sign Up Sheets:  All of the current sign-up sheets are on the church website. Click on the “Connect” button at the 

top of the page and then select “Sign Ups/Forms.” 

Ways to Reach Out to Others 
All of us want to do something to help and be Jesus’ loving disciples in the present moment.  Below are some 

specific things you can do at home:   

Shut-ins/Seniors 

We have connected our seniors/shut-ins with church families who send them notes, small parcels and kid’s 

artwork.  If you want to be matched with a shut-in, contact the church office. 

Compassion Fund 

There are families in our church who have been furloughed, fired, and laid off.  We will be able to offer some 

modest assistance to these families through our church Compassion Fund.  Gifts should be mailed to the church 

and marked ‘Compassion Fund.’  Families who need assistance, please contact Pastor Chris. 

Prayer 

Prayer connects us with God and our neighbors.  Pray for the helpers.  Pray for your families.  Pray for people 

losing their jobs.  Pray for students learning online.  Pray for families learning new routines.  Pray for people 

cooped up inside.  Each week there is a prayer list of people, situations and thanksgivings that is sent out by email 

to help people in their prayer life.  You can sign up by contacting the church office.  

mailto:chris@firstchurchrf.org

