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Good morning everyone my name is Justin Morris and I'm the youth pastor here at Sturgeon 
Valley Baptist Church. It's so nice to see so many faces this morning, and for those online, I'm so 
excited that we're able to be together even virtually. This morning we are taking a sleight deviation 
from Hebrews, because it is our graduation Sunday as you know from having just watched the 
slideshow. We are so excited to celebrate all those who have worked hard to get to this transition 
phase in their life. 
 
Every generation that graduates has an impact on the future. It can seem like slow change, and 
yet we have seen such rapid change in the past 20 years in society. Some good change and 
some not so good. 
 
This generation in particular, you have an opportunity for change that just may be the most 
important opportunity in half a century. And while graduation is a perfect time to look ahead and 
seek to change the world, we all share this same responsibility. 
I don't need long to explain the situation. We all know it. Our world is divided. Culture is more 
divided than we have seen in the past 50 years. Governments are divided even within their 
separate parties. Social media is divided, churches are divided. Families too. Of course people 
are divided over the pandemic. And I don't just mean the extremes of people who ignore the 
mainstream science, but even divisions in how we feel about restrictions, or the role of 
government, or how churches should respond. But not just the pandemic! Before this, the world 
has been priming for a divide. Different social issues have reared up over the past decades: 
Abortion laws, socialism vs capitalism, sexual identity, racism, and so much more. In the past, it 
seems people crave to be unified against a common enemy. Historically, after a war or terrorist 
attacks, you can see how the people unite together to support one another. But when things are 
calm and less volatile, people look for issues to fight against. Because it feels like the world has 
no shared values and can only unify against another thing.  
 
Now I'm not going to be saying this morning that we have to fix the world, but rather the immediate 
looming situation that is nearing a current reality is the unity of the church. Sturgeon Valley, St. 
Albert, provincially, and beyond.  
 
Because the end of these pandemic restrictions is coming. And as we come back together under 
the same roof to worship our God, we're going to bring all of these separate volatile opinions and 
together under one roof. This means that people will say things aggressively or passive 
aggressively. And feelings will be hurt and tempers may flare. Because we’re people, and we’re 
not perfect. Historically, churches have split over far less volatile issues than these. Some 
individuals leave churches because they feel like people are judging them, even without any 
words being spoken. 
   
But this is not the way that Christ has called us. The way that Christ has called us is to be unified 
as a family as the body of Christ. He calls the church to unity. And so the challenge that we must 
strive to overcome going forward as we come out of these restrictions, is how we move forward 
with a unity. That is what Christ commanded for the church.  
 
It may seem like a big challenge, but unity and divisiveness is not a new challenge for the church. 



Currently, we're working our way through Ephesians in our online Bible, which has been so good, 
and I've one thing that's just really stood out to me this time going through, is the focus of unity.  
 
Because in Ephesians, Paul is writing to a new church mostly filled with Gentiles – non-Jewish 
people. The challenge for them was that Gentiles and Jews didn’t really seem to get along well.  
So considering that Gentiles were now coming into this new faith in the one true God, is a big 
change in contrast to what the rest of their culture would teach. Now they're supposed to be united 
with the Jewish people of Israel, but there's a lot of history there. It's not so easy because even 
from a Jewish perspective, Jewish people treated Gentiles poorly.  A good example of this would 
be the Good Samaritan parable, where the man who is beaten on the road and everybody just 
passes him by and then this Samaritan comes to help. A Samaritan was half Jewish and half 
Gentile, and the parable has impact because it seems they were shunned by the Jews.  It reveals 
some of these existing tensions.   
It would have been difficult to come together because the culture, social framework, and faith 
practices were so different from each other. Both are called to live differently. Jesus was taking 
these two extremely different perspectives and extremely different people and bringing them 
together. They have to start living under the new way of the Spirit, the law of Christ. You can 
imagine how much fighting and disagreement there was with each side thinking they had the best 
perspective on how to live. I mean even Paul and Peter had a spat in Galatians and Paul calls 
him out in an aggressive way.  
 
Understanding that tension, and appreciating that we can relate in a small way today, is why I'd 
love to look at Ephesians chapter 2 together. Go ahead and flip there now to follow along. Through 
Ephesians the message of unity is just so prevalent, and so important for the church then and 
today. So in Ephesians chapter 2, we will start in verse 11: 
 
11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the 
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by 
hands— 12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ [The circumcision 
is the Jewish people because they practice circumcision and then they would call, by the 
sounds of this, they would call the Gentiles the uncircumcision. So the gentiles 
were…], alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you 
who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. [By the blood – 
that’s important]14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has 
broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of 
commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in 
place of the two, so making peace, [here we see that hostility between Jews and Gentiles, 
and in Christ he makes two groups into a “new man” ] 16 and might reconcile us both to 
God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came 
and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 
were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then 
you are no longer strangers and aliens,[d] but you are fellow citizens with the saints 
and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, 
being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being 

built together into a dwelling place for God by[e] the Spirit. 

 
Jesus is the cornerstone of unity. He’s the reason we can bring in all of these different points of 
view and come together and have complete unity. It’s because of Jesus Christ. In Jesus Christ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=eph+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29232d
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alone, by his blood that was shed and his body broken on the cross, we all are be called under 
him to be in unity under that prevailing great truth. 
It’s through the cross that we all become fellow citizens with the saints, and members of the 
household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ himself being 
the cornerstone. Jesus is the reason that we can come together. Do not ever forget that when 
you come together, when you come to church every single week and you meet with other people, 
it doesn't matter if somebody says something that's rude to you, it doesn't matter if somebody 
says something you find off-putting, it doesn't matter if you disagree with someone’s perspective 
on things outside of who Jesus is and our salvation.  
 
We come together because Jesus is our cornerstone. He is the reason that we can all be here, 
that we are being built together, a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. So as we all return as 
restrictions lift, and things are volatile and things are a bit tense, perhaps because we've had 
disagreements with each other or with family, we look at Jesus – our eyes fixed firmly on him. 
Because he is the reason we are unified.  
 
Ephesians goes on to speak about the importance of this unity within the church, in Ephesians 
4, starting in verse 29, it says 29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only 
such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who 
hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day 
of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put 
away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving 
one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
 
These are instructions to live by. This takes a huge amount of empathy for one another! 
Graduates, the ONE SINGLE THING that will matter most in your life going forward is your walk 
with Jesus. It will define how you live and walk among your brothers and sisters in the church. 
The best part is that you are in control of how you choose to behave. You can’t make other people 
do what’s right, but you can set the example for others. And your example is going to be a strong 
one. In 1st Timothy 4:12 it says Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the 
believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 
What you do matters and makes a difference for everyone else to watch. Whether you're in grade 
9, graduating high school or post-secondary, and starting what the next chapter, you can set an 
example in your expression of faith so that we may follow.  
 
It's interesting that it's not only the other way around, isn't it?  
 
So when looking at this passage in Ephesians, where it says “let no corrupting talk” - This is again 
in the context of these two groups being unified. He says Let no corrupting talk come out of 
your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may 
give grace to those who hear. We often use this passage to say that we shouldn’t be cussing.  
It's so much bigger than that. It's not about stubbing your toe and saying it's swear word. What 
this is saying is let no corrupting talk about your mouth. This is talk that is tearing away at 
somebody else. Do not spend time a word to tear somebody else down, rather only talk in ways 
that are going to build people up.  
I recently heard somebody say it this way: “the thought of [someone] spending one minute on 
somebody else’s life to tear them down, is only a reflection of their own unhappiness”. What does 
it reveal about us that we would spend that time ripping another human down? Regardless if it’s 
face to face or in the comments of a post or video.  
 
That is not the calling that we have as believers in Christ. We’re not to use words that corrupt and 



corrode and tear away at others. We’re to speak in ways that build up and edify- that's the goal.  
Just past that verse it says Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be 
put away from you, along with all malice. Don’t be angry with people who disagree with you. 
Don’t make judgements about them and cause futile arguments. Don’t gossip and slander people 
behind their backs, because when you do those things you're only trying to hurt people. You're 
bringing malice into the world, and Jesus says in him we are Family. We don't do that to each 
other. Rather “Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ forgave you.” 
 
This is so important as we prepare to come together again. Some of you have burned some 
bridges. In the midst of all this Covid stuff you've insulted people and torn people down and now 
is the time to repent, and to forgive each other, and to come back together in a way that there is 
such a powerful sense of unity. We all make mistakes, but the real problem is digging our heels 
in on those mistakes and staying in them rather than repenting and forgiving.  
 
Graduates, I want to encourage you in these things. You are part of a large diverse family in the 
church.  Imagine an orchestra warming up before a performance. All of the instruments each 
testing, playing, and practicing their own way. Honks and hums and dings. An absolute chaos of 
sound. A mess. 

But when the conductor takes the baton and raises it up in the air and everybody go silent and 
then following the conductors lead, everybody begins to play their unique sounds, their unique 
instruments, with their unique technique and style. And suddenly all of that diversity. That has 
been brought to the room,  suddenly sounds beautiful. When they are following the leader, 
focusing on them, their unity produces an incredible sound.  

Jesus is our cornerstone. He is the way, the truth, and the life, as we seek to navigate our way 
forward. Graduates, as you seek to look ahead at what's next for you in the world, and as the rest 
of us try to navigate coming back together, we must follow the one who is our cornerstone, the 
one with the baton. We will move forward together, growing together and impacting the world in 
a way that is so incredibly beautiful. Like an orchestra playing a beautiful symphony together.  
 
The only way we will reach vision 2025 and beyond is if we are following Jesus Christ in everything 
that we do. Young people, set an example in all of these things. Older people, set it example in 
all of these things. With our eyes fixed on Jesus, together at SVBC, we will not only come out of 
Covid a stronger family than ever before, but we will move from here, bringing love to this city in 
a way that St. Albert has never seen before.  

Graduates were so excited for you. And we just want you to follow Jesus no matter where God 
leads you from here. Remain in him, fix your eyes on him.  

 
 


