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When I reflect on my mom’s qualities, it’s her kindness 
stands out. She was a compassionate person, always on 
the look out for those who needed a friend. When I was in 
Elementary School, I can home one day, troubled in spirit. 
There was a boy in my grade, Mike, who was being picked 
on by others. I was short and slender, he was tall and large, 
and kids were making fun of him. “He doesn’t have any 
friends,” I told my mom; she replied matter-of-factly, 
“Maybe you should be his friend?” 

Over the next 7 years, we were best friends. We rode bikes 
in the neighbourhood, played road hockey, he joined my 
soccer team, and came to my birthday parties. Where I 
went, he went, and my group of friends became his friends. 
When we graduated from High School I went off to College 
in Saskatchewan and was later hired by a church in 
Calgary; our lives naturally drifted apart. 

Many years later, when I moved back to the Vancouver 
area, I went to my High School reunion and saw old friends 
that I hadn’t see in years—Mike was one of them. By the 
time Mike and I spoke, he had had a few too many beers…
he was unguarded and very emotional. He threw his arms 
around me and said, “I love you man…you were my best 
friend…I felt like I was part of your family…your Mom’s pizza 
was the best.” He was right….my Mom’s pizza was the best. 

We are made for friendship, aren’t we? And we’ve been 
made for a particular kind of friendship, the kind of friend 
that we can look to, be with, and trust at all times. We are 
delighted when we find this kind of friend, and distressed 
when our friendships fall short of this standard. 

In one respect, marriage is friendship that comes with the 
promise of exclusivity: I commit to be with you (and no 
other), to love you (like no other), for as long as there is 
breath in my body. It’s no small thing to make this promise, 
and as every married couple discovers, it’s no easy thing to 
keep this promise.  

In friendship, in marriage, in every relationship, we 
experience highs and lows; it’s the lows that test our 
commitments, revealing how fickle and selfish we can be. 
There are legitimate reasons for relationships to end (abuse 
being chief among them), but at times, relationships end 
because we get bored, or because loving someone is hard 
work. We are prone to wander; this is the legacy of sin’s 
presence in our lives. 

Darrell Johnson writes, “Birds fly in the air. Fish swim in the 
sea. Cats meow. Dogs bark. And human beings worship.”   1

We seldom think about what drives our behaviour; we are 
often at a loss to explain why we behave as we do. We were 
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made to worship, we are driven by this desire, but at times 
we express it in distorted ways. Why do we search for 
heroes to idolize and emulate? Why are we devastated 
when the limited, imperfect, people in our lives disappoint 
us?  

In our desire for a best friend, a spouse, or mentor, I hear 
whispers of the greater desire for worship. We have been 
made to worship…to look to, be with, and trust God at all 
times. He is the only One who is worthy of such trust, but, 
we are all prone to wander. While there is only one God, we 
make “idols” of many things. Martin Luther once said, 
"whatever your heart clings to and trusts in, that is properly 
your God.” 

We were made to worship. The question is, who or what are 
we worshipping? At this time I want to invite you to turn in 
your Bible to Exodus 32:1-6, and as you turn there, allow me 
to provide the backdrop for what we are about to read. 

When God led the people of Israel out of Egypt, it was for 
freedom’s sake. In the Western world, the word “freedom” 
has come to mean “complete and total autonomy.” The 
script runs as follows: I should be free to do what I want, 
when I want, with no limits on my choices. My chief 
responsibility is to seek my own happiness, and my only 
accountability is to myself.  

From the Bible’s perspective, this isn’t freedom, it’s a  
narcissism that eventually results in the breakdown of 
society. Needless to say, this isn’t the kind of “freedom” 
that God had in mind. Do you remember what did God said 
to Pharaoh? “Let my people go so that they may worship 
me.”  2

Biblically speaking, freedom isn’t the absence of restraint, 
responsibility, or accountability. Freedom is found when we 
align ourselves with God. Not all worship is created equal; 
we cannot worship false gods and maintain our freedom. 

Exodus 32 contains two geographical details: Moses was 
on top of Mt. Sinai, while the people of Israel waited below. 
Do you know the phrase, “Out of sight, out of mind”? Moses 
had been gone a long time—40 days—and the people 
became restless.  

Vs. 1, "When the people saw that Moses was so long in 
coming down from the mountain, they gathered around 
Aaron [Moses’ brother] and said, ‘Come, make us gods who 
will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us 
up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.’ 

2 Aaron answered them, ‘Take off the gold earrings that 
your wives, your sons and your daughters are wearing, and 
bring them to me.' 3 So all the people took off their earrings 

 Exodus 8:1.2

2



Exodus 32:1-6; Made For Worship But Prone To Wander          June 13, 2021

and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took what they handed 
him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, 
fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, ‘These are your 
gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’ 

5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf 
and announced, ‘Tomorrow there will be a festival to the 
Lord.’ 6 So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed 
burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings. 
Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to 
indulge in revelry.” 

The irony is that Moses was on the mountain, meeting with 
the One True God who had recently rescued Israel from 
Egypt. As Aaron was forming an idol for Israel, God was 
inscribing the following commandments on a stone tablet:  

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out 
of the land of slavery. You shall have no other gods before 
me. You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of 
anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the 
waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship 
them”.  3

Even as God was prescribing exclusive worship, His  
people were seeking false gods. 

These first two commandments—no other gods, no idols—
are first not only in terms of order, but in terms of 
importance. These first two commandments are the most 
important of the Ten, and, they are the hardest to keep. 

No other gods, no idols…whatever we pursue, love, dream 
about, worry about, look to, cling to, or trust in, just might 
be a rival god.  

Tim Keller writes, “Anything can serve as a counterfeit god, 
especially the best things in life…The greater the good, the 
more likely we are to expect that it can satisfy our deepest 
needs and hopes…[A counterfeit god] is anything more 
important to you than God, anything that absorbs your 
heart and imagination more than God, anything you seek to 
give you what only God can give.”  4

We can make a god out of our most significant 
relationships. When we look to our friends, spouse, kids, or 
parents to meet our deepest needs, we might be engaging 
in an unconscious act of worship. When we set our 
significance or security upon making the team, obtaining 
our next degree, getting a promotion, or on a shiny new car
—whether we recognize it or not—we are bowing down in 
worship.  

 Exodus 20:2-5.3
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Our West Coast culture may think Christians foolish for 
their belief in God, but secular society has simply replaced 
the traditional notion of God with the god of self. Making a 
god of self leads to the insistence that everyone—and 
everything—must bow to my needs, rights, and 
preferences. 

What consumes your thoughts and dreams? What are you 
looking to, clinging to, or trusting in? Cats meow. Dogs 
bark. And humans worship. Who, or what, are you 
worshipping? 

When we take God at His word, we discover that He is a 
loving, rescuing, freedom-giving God. God doesn’t have 
“control issues;” even His prohibitions protect our freedom. 

No other gods, no idols…these prohibitions protect us from 
ourselves. In Psalm 86:11, David prays the following: “Teach 
me your way, LORD, that I may rely on your faithfulness; give 
me an undivided heart, that I may fear your name.” 

David prayed for an undivided heart because He knew how 
divided he was—divided loyalties, commitments, and 
priorities. The reason I resonate with David’s prayer is 
because I’m aware of the same division within my own 
heart. “Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, prone to leave the 
One I love.”   5

Though we may love our achievements, job, car, or money, 
they cannot love us back—they cannot deliver us from 
loneliness. We may look to our friends, spouse, or family, 
but they cannot tell you who we really are, what we’re 
worth, or why we’re here. When we’re facing overwhelming 
circumstances—bankruptcy, broken relationships, or a 
failing body—where do we find hope? 

False “gods” cannot love, protect, strengthen, or save. God 
cherishes our freedom, He wants us to be satisfied and He 
knows that we will not be satisfied until we are satisfied in 
Him.  

Knowing how weak and frail we are, God the Father sent 
His Son—the Lord Jesus Christ. Empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, Jesus’ life was set apart as an offering to the Father. 
Jesus loved the Father with a singleness of heart, soul, 
mind, and strength. He fully entered into our humanity,He 
was as we are—tempted and tried—but He never faltered, 
never wandered. In the midst of overwhelming hostility and 
rejection, He looked to God to meet His needs and satisfy 
His desires. 

Jesus is the only person who has ever lived a life of 
undivided trust, loyalty, and worship; it’s for this reason that 
the death He died—for us—was acceptable to God. Every 
one of us is prone to wander, God knows this full-well, but 
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through the death and resurrection of Jesus, we can be 
made right again; He brings us back from our wanderings, 
again and again, until we are safely home.  

Conclusion: As I conclude this morning, I want to offer 
both a promise and a few words of application. 

Because God is a covenant-keeping-God, the call to 
commit to Him is more than a command, it’s a promise. 
One glorious day, divided loyalties, commitments, and 
priorities will be a thing of the past.  

In Ezekiel 11:19-20 God spoke of a day that was coming:  “I 
will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in 
them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give 
them a heart of flesh. Then they will follow my decrees and 
be careful to keep my laws. They will be my people, and I 
will be their God.”  

When we put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Holy 
Spirit come to indwell us. Jesus is the only person who has 
ever lived a life of exclusive worship, He’s the only One who 
can, and so, the Christian life isn’t about copying Jesus; we 
surrender by the Spirit to the life Jesus wants to live in us. 
  
What does this look like? Practically? 

Confess: We begin with confession. We confess that while 
we were made to worship the One True God, we have 
trusted in, and pursued, other “gods.” We confess that there 
is no other god who can save or satisfy us. 

Commit: After we confess, we commit. We commit 
ourselves to His goodness, looking to Him, entrusting Him 
with our lives, needs, and desires. We commit to pursuing 
Him above all others: 

• above our spouse, children, and friendships; 
• above our school, work, and passions; 
• above our ambitions, goals, and plans. 

Let me encourage you, take time today, or later this week, 
to write out what you want to commit to the Lord. And by 
all means, tell Jesus just how impossible this task will be 
unless He lives out this commitment within you. He is able, 
even when we are not.  

Don’t fall prey to discouragement; life with God is rarely 
linear. The closer we walk with God, the more clearly we 
see where our heart is divided. We never graduate from 
confession and commitment; these key practices will be 
with us until we see Jesus face to face.   

Cooperate: The final practice is cooperation. We confess, 
we commit, and we cooperate with the Holy Spirit, after all, 
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the Holy Spirit specializes in freedom.  He frees us from the 6

sin that enslaves, and, from ways of thinking that lead us to 
wander from God. The Holy Spirit unites us to Jesus, 
transforming us from the inside out. As we keep in step 
with the Holy Spirit, the thoughts, desires, and 
commitments of Jesus become our own. It doesn’t happen 
over night, it’s the journey of a lifetime, but there is no 
greater journey. 

The Lord’s Supper: As many of you know, the final meal 
that Jesus shared with His disciples, what has come to be 
called the Lord’s Supper, was actually a sharing in the 
Passover Meal. From the time of the Exodus onwards, the 
Passover Meal was an annual celebration of God delivering 
Israel from their slavery in Egypt. Let my people go that they 
might be free to worship Me! 

When Jesus shared Passover with His disciples, He re-
interpreted the meal in the light of His coming death on the 
cross. He would be both Saviour and sacrificial lamb. 
Through His death, provision would be made for humanity 
to be set free from the sin that enslaves us all. 

When Christians come to this table, they come as freed 
people; we come as those who have been cleansed, 
reconciled, and redeemed. We remember the cost of this 
great salvation and we celebrate God’s great love for us. If 

you have wandered from God, in thought, word, and deed
—this week, this month, this year—make today the day of 
your return. Confess, commit, and cooperate, Jesus is for 
you, not against you. 

I invite those of you who are with us online, and those here 
in person, to take a piece of bread. The body of Christ was 
broken for you, eat and be glad, for Jesus is your 
wholeness.  

And now take the cup…the blood of Chris was shed for you, 
drink and be glad, you have been forgiven, and you are 
loved by God. 

Worship 

Benediction 

In just a moment I will speak a final word of blessing, but I 
want to remind you that our prayer ministry team would be  
delighted to pray with you this morning—George and Ali 
Canvin/Rachel and Anne will be available, in the parking lot 
(under the tent), following the service.  

And now for the blessing…

 2 Corinthians 3:17.6
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