


Acts 8:9–13 

Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced 
sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. 
He boasted that he was someone great, 10  and all the 
people, both high and low, gave him their attention and 
exclaimed, “This man is rightly called the Great Power of 
God.” 11 They followed him because he had amazed them 
for a long time with his sorcery. 12 But when they believed 
Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of 
God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, 
both men and women. 13  Simon himself believed and 
was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, 
astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw. 



Acts 8:14–19

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to 
Samaria. 15 When they arrived, they prayed for the new 
believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 
16  because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of 
them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 18 When Simon 
saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the 
apostles’ hands, he offered them money 19  and said, 
“Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I 
lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 



Acts 8:20–25 
Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, 
because you thought you could buy the gift of God with 
money! 21  You have no part or share in this ministry, 
because your heart is not right before God. 22 Repent of 
this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he 
may forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. 
23 For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to 
sin.” 24 Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so 
that nothing you have said may happen to me.” 25  After 
they had further proclaimed the word of the Lord and 
testified about Jesus, Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, 
preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages.



Shame: an interruption of joy in relationships

“The shame response is an act which reduces 
facial communication. . . By dropping his eyes, 
his eyelids, his head, and sometimes the whole 
upper part of his body, the individual calls a 
halt to looking at another person, particularly 
looking at the other person’s face.”  

- Psychologist Silvan Tomkins 



Key Mission of the Christian Faith:  

To bring honor to 
God’s NAME.  



Different Meanings for Shame:

Thai: “to tear someone’s face off so they 
appear ugly before their friends and 
community.” 

Zimbabwe: “to stomp your feet on my 
name” or “to wipe your feet on my 
name.”



Healthy correction in the church, 
leads to contagious faith. 



• Healthy correction is based in Christian 
participation



1 Corinthians 5:9-12

I wrote you in my letter not to associate with sexually 
immoral people. I was not including the sexually 
immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or 
idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this 
world. But now I am writing you not to associate with 
anyone who claims to be a brother but is sexually 
immoral or greedy, an idolater or a verbal abuser, a 
drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even 
eat. What business of mine is it to judge those 
outside the church? Are you not to judge those 
inside?



koinōnia = fellowship, participation. 
Those who choose to willing engage in mutual responsibility 
are described as having “partnership” (koinōnia) with:  

• the body of Christ (1 Cor 10:16) 

• the gospel (Phil 1:5)  

• the Spirit (Phil 2:1) 

• the sufferings of the Messiah (Phil 3:10)



• Healthy correction is based in Christian 
participation 

• Healthy correction is not about perfection



Romans 3:23–24 
For all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, and 
all are justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption 
that came by Christ Jesus.



Healthy correction affirms the 
relationship, points out how I am not 
acting like myself and reaffirms who 
we really are in our Christian identity.



Proverbs 12:1

Whoever loves discipline 

loves knowledge, but 
whoever hates correction 

is stupid.



• Healthy correction is based in Christian 
participation 

• Healthy correction is not about perfection 

• Healthy correction is based in Christ’s 
propitiation



1 John 1:6–8 

If we claim to have fellowship with him 
[Jesus] and yet walk in the darkness, we lie 
and do not live out the truth. But if we walk 
in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood 
of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us.



1 John 1:9 - 2:2 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, 
we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in 
us. My dear children, I write this to you so that you 
will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the 
Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins, and not only for ours but also for the 
sins of the whole world. 



1 Corinthians 6:19–20 

You are not your own; you 
were bought at a price.

Therefore honor God 
with your bodies. 



• Healthy correction is based in Christian 
participation 

• Healthy correction is not about perfection 

• Healthy correction is based in Christ’s 
propitiation 

• Healthy correction is for our restoration & 
purification



Comedian Sarah Silverman 
“When you take someone, you found a tweet they 
wrote seven years ago or a thing that they said, and 
you expose it and you say, this person should be no 
more, banish them forever... If we don’t give these 
people a path to redemption, then they’re going to 
go where they are accepted. … I think there 
should be some kind of path. Do we want people 
to be changed? Or do we want them to stay the 
same to freeze in a moment we found on internet 
from 12 years ago?”



John Piper 
“What you love determines what you 
feel shame about. If you love for men 

to make much of you, you will feel 
shame when they don’t. But if you 

love for men to make much of 
Christ, then you will feel shame if he 

is belittled on your account.”



Philippians 1:20 

It is my eager expectation and 
hope that I will not be at all 
ashamed but that with full 
courage now as always Christ 
will be honored in my body 
whether by life or by death.




