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THROUGH THE STORM 
"Part 8: Does God Call us into Storms?" 

Scripture: Acts 26:12-18; 27:13-32 
Delivered during the COVID-19 crisis via Livestream at Central Baptist Church on  

June 13, 2021, by Pastor Steven Edelman 

INTRODUCTION: 

(SLIDE 1) Good morning everyone. Thank you for joining us today. We are so 

glad you are with us. My name is Steve, and I am one of the pastors here at Central. As 

you have probably heard, I have accepted the Lead Pastor position at Campbell River 

Baptist Church, and this will be my last Sunday with you. I want to thank you for all the 

messages of love and gifts of support. We received some really special cards and 

emails. Please pray for us as we go to CRBC to build a ministry there  

Today, we are on the last part of our series "Through the storm," and we will 
be talking about, "Does God call us into storms?" For me and what our family is 

walking through, and also what Central is walking through as a church, this sermon 

series arrived right on time. I know many of you are walking through changes and 

challenges as well! Regardless, I pray the Spirit will meet you here today and minister to 

your heart. 

Why do some people endure hard things for the sake of the gospel? Why 
do others seem to take the easy way out? Why do people do what they do? To quote 

(SLIDE 2) Simon Sinek, "‘Why’ is all about your purpose. Why do you get out of 
bed in the morning? Very few people can clearly articulate why they do what they 
do!"  

As you will see, God calls us into storms to help us find our 'why' in life? He uses 

hard things to redirect us to a greater purpose! To grow our faith. To refine us so that 

we can throw off all the things that are keeping us from being who God wants us to be. 

To strengthen our faith so we can be faithful. God may call you into a storm so that the 

gospel with be furthered in your life and in the life of others. (TITLE SLIDE 3) 
STORY: 
Like many of you, I too have experienced many storms in my life. It was a very 

difficult and painful situation that brought Megan and I to Central Baptist Church. The 

short version of the story is that Megan was hospitalized with depression during the 
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pregnancy of our third child. Megan described her depression as getting lost in a dark 

cloud and couldn’t find her way out. Meanwhile, my ministry with Young Life was going 

very well, with over 200 youth in regular attendance each week. Teenagers were 

coming to Christ and getting baptized. As Meg’s health declined, I chose to leave my 

ministry with Young Life, and we moved from Abbotsford to Victoria because we really 

needed family support. During this time, I met with pastors and counsellors to figure out 

how to navigate the next season of our life. I met with a pastor in Victoria who said, "I 

think God is calling you to Victoria, and we need you here!" When we moved, we had 

the mindset that we would look around and try a few different churches in town. One 

particular Sunday we decided to try Glad Tidings. I somehow missed our turn, or took 

an early turn and we ended up on Pandora Avenue in front of Central, and we decided 

to turn into the parking lot. That morning Pastor Dave Marttunen was speaking, and 

God very clearly spoke to Megan and myself. From that morning, step after step 

unfolded and it essentially led me to working at Central for 9 years. But - it was 
through a painful storm that God led us here to Victoria - for this incredible 
decade of life and friendship and ministry that we just experienced with you all! 
We are so grateful for the way He works! 

The truth is, we are all going to experience difficulty or things that don't make 

sense in this life. Storms come in many forms; through physical health, through finances 

(too little or too much), a marriage break up, or a change of job or leadership. Storms 

will cause you to question how you are living. Storms will cause you to change course. 

Storms will force you out of your comfort zone. God allows storms. People cause storms 

because of their poor choices. God also calls us 'into storms!'  

God may cause you to sacrifice or give up something to further the gospel. God 

may be calling you to surrender a comfortable job, paycheck or home. He may be 

asking you to relinquish a relationship, your time or a habit so that you can participate in 

what He is calling you to do. 

As you are going to see, God calls us into storms to further the gospel in our lives 

and in the lives of others. Today, I want to talk about three things. 

(SLIDE 4) As we go through storms in our life, we need to find: 

1. HIS PURPOSE 
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2. HIS CALLING  
3. HIS PRESENCE 
As we go through many difficulties in life, we need to recognize: 

1. HIS PURPOSE (SLIDE 5) 
In Acts 9, we read that Paul encountered God in a way that completely changed 

his life for the better. Let’s call it Paul’s “conversion storm.” Paul’s conversion was not a 

“Paul and Jesus running towards each other in field of flowers,” experience. It was a 

scary, shocking, blinding, life altering encounter. Then, in Acts 26:12, Paul goes from 

place to place, telling his story of how God has changed his life because he has been 

transformed by the gospel. I want you to notice that Paul can't help but tell others about 

the good news even if he suffers. Let's jump to verse 16, where Paul tells King Agrippa 

his story because he has been sentenced to prison for sharing the gospel. He describes 

his experience as seeing a light from heaven that brought him to the ground to tell him 

to change his ways. 

(SLIDE 6) Look with me at Acts 26:16-18, where Paul gives an account of what 

God said to him. This is what God said to Paul. "16 But rise and stand upon your feet, 

for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness to 

the things in which you have seen me and to those in which I will appear to you, 
17 delivering you from your people and from the Gentiles—to whom I am sending you 
18 to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of 

Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who 

are sanctified by faith in me." 

In verse 16, it says that God "appeared to him for this purpose." In other words, 

he gives Paul his 'why' or reason to get up in the morning! More specifically, his purpose 

is to be a "servant and witness" of the gospel; To be the person that God uses to, "open 

their eyes, so they may turn from darkness to light… they may receive forgiveness of 

sin!" 

Paul does this by being obedient to His call to bring the good news to those who 

don't know Jesus.  

Why is this so important? I want you to see that Paul found his “why” in life 

because he encountered the storm of the living God in a powerful way! This experience 
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with God caused Paul to change the way he lived - In a drastic, polar opposite type way! 

Paul didn’t just take up jogging and cut back on carbs. He didn’t just do 15 minute devos 

and some bible journaling. His purpose was brand new. He went from hating and 

persecuting Christians, to not only becoming one of them – but being willing to give his 

life and die for this gospel message that he once despised. Paul clearly knew his 

purpose despite all the challenges he faced. More on those challenges in a bit. Being 
sure of his purpose gives Paul this unwavering determination to tell others about 
Jesus.  

Here is the point, Paul continues to be driven by his purpose.  
STORY JAPAN:  
I was asked to do some missionary care in Japan when most of the missionaries 

felt like giving up. Japan has the highest suicide rate in the world. It’s expensive. It’s 

hard. Missionaries are seeing very little fruit. But though pastoral counsel, the 

conference, and community we all experienced God. We were reminded of his purpose. 

I came home with a renewed passion for the gospel.  

This is what our life looks like when we don't have a purpose! It's a boat without 

direction. It's simply wandering in circles without purpose. But having a purpose gives 

you first, a destination, and with that destination in mind, it guides your actions.  

APPLICATION: 
The question that we need to be asking yourself is: (SLIDE 7) Have you 

experienced God in such a way that you know your purpose? Do you know 'why' 
you wake up in the morning? Do you know your true calling in the middle of your 
storm? Do you know that God has shaped and prepared you to play a unique role in 

each step of your story? In other words, each of us has the same purpose. God defines 

our purpose in His Word.  
(SLIDE 8) Here are three ways that the Bible defines our purpose: 
a) It defines why you exist. It captures the essence of why you are on this earth 

and why Jesus died for you. 

b) It anchors your life. It anchors your life in the character and call of God even 

in the storm. 

c) It clarifies who you are. You are in Christ, regardless of your circumstances. 
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PAUSE.  If you are struggling to know what this means. That is okay. Start 
with meeting Jesus. 

 (SLIDE 9) Jeff Vanderstelt says, “When people really grasp the good news of 
Jesus, satisfying the deep longings of their souls, it’s hard for them to keep it to 
themselves.” 

This is why Paul doesn't give up because he knew that his purpose was to tell 

others that they needed Jesus. How did he know this was his purpose? He met 
Jesus. What if we had this clarity, zeal, sacrifice, and passion for the gospel in 
our city? 

Next, as we go through storms in our life, we need to understand God is calling 

us to participate in hard things. 

2. HIS CALLING (to participate) (SLIDE 10) 
If purpose is encountering Jesus, knowing Him and who you are in Him, 

the calling flows from this 
What do I mean by calling? I am referring to the call to belong to Jesus and 

participate in His redemptive work in the world even if you have to suffer. Notice what 
happens to Paul as he participates in his calling by moving the gospel forward. 

Paul first brings the message of Jesus to Damascus (9:19-25), then continues to 

Jerusalem (9:26-29), and on and on and on. We read that Paul goes from city to city. 

And leader to leader, sharing the good news. The fact that Paul knows his purpose is 

apparent.  

Let’s jump down to Act 26:21 in the story. (SLIDE 11) In Acts 26:21, Paul is 

telling King Agrippa his testimony and reason for continuing. Paul says, 21 For this 

reason the Jews seized me in the temple and tried to kill me." For.. this… reason…for 

what reason? For Paul living out the purpose he was given. I want you to notice the 

pattern of Paul moving the gospel message forward even if he experiences difficulty. 

What happens when he does this? Does God send him to Disneyland and Hawaii!?!? 

No. He experiences trial after trial not because he was disobedient. It was because he 

was doing exactly what God wanted him to do. He was sharing his life-changing story of 

what God did in his life.  
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As we keep reading, in Acts 27, Paul is being held prisoner for telling people 

about Jesus. A crowd took hold of him intending to kill him, but a Roman commander 

got word of it and rushed down with some soldiers and took Paul into protective 

custody. When Paul realized there would be no justice for him, he appealed to 
Caesar. As a Roman citizen, he had that right. The governor, Festus replied, "You 
have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar, you shall go." (TITLE SLIDE 12) 

Next, Paul was put on a boat so that He could travel to Rome so he could 
appeal to Caesar. This is what happened next. 

(SLIDE 13) Look with me at Acts 27:13, which says, "13Now when the south wind 

blew gently, supposing that they had obtained their purpose, they weighed anchor and 

sailed along Crete, close to the shore. 14 But soon a tempestuous wind, called the 

northeaster, struck down from the land. 15 And when the ship was caught and could not 

face the wind, we gave way to it and were driven along." 

What is a northeaster wind? A wind from the "Northeast" (remember winds are 

named from where they blow) was an abnormal storm, with winds of "a violent nature." 

Think of a hurricane-like wind causing the waves to violently attack the ship without 

ceasing.  

It was expected that this storm would put tremendous stress on their ship, and 

extra measures would have to be taken in an effort to keep the ship from breaking 

apart.  

 Look with me at Acts 27:18-20, which says, (SLIDE 14) "18 Since we were 

violently storm-tossed, they began the next day to jettison the cargo. 19 And on the third 

day they threw the ship's tackle overboard with their own hands. 20 When neither sun 

nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope of our being 

saved was at last abandoned." 

When the storm was just as relentless the next day, they began throwing the ship's 

cargo overboard, followed by any of the ship's gear that was not essential. Lightening 
the load would reduce the strain on the boat, and it would allow the vessel to sit 
higher in the water. Besides, the ship would likely take on water from the rough seas.  

We read that they did not see the sun nor stars for many days. They seemed to be 
engulfed in darkness. So, with our lives, there are times when we cannot see the light. 
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We cannot see any purpose for the trials that we are experiencing. Everything seems to 

be dark around us. You may even believe you are going to go down with the ship. But 

again, Paul did nothing wrong! 
(TITLE SLIDE 15) Some of the greatest men and women of faith in the Bible are 

those who suffered the most brutal storms. It appears that those with the greatest 

calling endured the greatest storms.  

Last week, Barton reminded us about the trials of Joseph…the terrible 

mistreatment of his brothers, the forgetfulness of the baker and the false accusations of 

Potiphar’s wife. 

Daniel also was thrown into the Lion’s den because others falsely plotted against 

him. 

And Joseph and Mary had to flee after the birth of Jesus, and many babies were 

killed because of King Herod’s jealous heart. 

Just to emphasis the point, Paul gives us a list of his suffering in 2 Corinthians 
11:23-33 because God called him for the sake of the gospel: he suffers from labor, 

he is thrown in prison, he faces death often, he is beaten, stoned, and shipwrecked 

three times, he journeys often and the list goes on.  

(SLIDE 16) Yet, through it all, Paul's faith continued to excel. 2 Corinthians 12:10 

says, "Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, 

in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 

Are you starting to see why God calls us into storms? 

ILLUSTRATION: 
We often have this idea that if we serve God in obedience that things will be 

easier for us. I actually wonder if things are too comfortable or easy if it’s a result 
of disobedience.  

To illustrate the practical purpose God calls us into storms, I want to contrast 

Paul’s life to an image of an extremely comfortable life. In Disney's movie, Wall-E the 

world has gone to ruin to the point were earth in uninhabitable. But the humans of the 

future have evolved and progressed. Now they spend their days lying around on flying 

lounge chairs, with junk food and junk entertainment available to them at the flick of a 

finger. Humanity now lives in a perpetual state of comfort to the point where they 
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can’t do anything else. It’s button clicking and soft drinks. (SLIDE 17 – SHOW 
PICTURE) 
 This image is a good metaphor for what is spiritually happening to Western 

Christians when they seek a life of comfort. It’s daily bread and coffee, but don’t ask 
me to do anything else. It may even become more true for some after the pandemic 

as content and church services are online. Why go back to church? Why connect with 

others? Why serve when I can just stay home? Our comfort may be the very thing that 

keeps us from growing spiritually and participating in gospel renewal for ourselves and 

others.  

APPLICATION: 
(TITLE SLIDE 18) Here is the thing, without the storm, we just carry on. Why 

would you or I change if life was easy because our default is to consume comfort. 
Think about it. How many times have you heard the word preached? Maybe God 
even spoke to you, and you remained in your comfortable state? Perhaps you 
gained some knowledge, but nothing internally changed or got your attention. 
This is why God calls you and I into storms! To shape us. To get our attention. To 
make us more like Christ! It was in the storm that Paul and the sailors had to purge 

some of the things that were overloading the ship. What do you need to throw 
overboard so that the gospel can be advanced in your life? In the life of others? What 

is God calling you to do? Today. Tomorrow.  

Can you see that it's your purpose or your 'why' that makes all the difference? 

(SLIDE 19) Brian Dodd says, "You can be a great person with a stable job, 
family, and social life. You can pay your taxes, help your aging parents, and 
recycle, while simultaneously being profoundly enslaved by the idol of comfort—
an idol that makes peace and predictability its highest priority. I learned that one 
of my idols was the God of comfort. (SLIDE 20) Comfort lets you slack off when 
you want, tune out when you think you deserve it and be selfish even when you 
know you are called to give. When you worship comfort, you don't have to give 
until it hurts, you don't have to love unconditionally, and you can do whatever 
you feel like with what you believe is YOUR time."  
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We need to understand that there are times when God calls us into 

uncomfortable storms for his purposes and to transform us. 

Lastly, as we go through storms in our life, we have the opportunity to experience 

God’s presence. 

3. HIS PRESENCE (SLIDE 21) 
(SLIDE 22) Look with me at Acts 27:22-26, where Paul is talking to the people 

aboard the ship, "22 Yet now I urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life 

among you, but only of the ship. 23 For this very night there stood before me an angel of 

the God to whom I belong and whom I worship, 24 and he said, 'Do not be afraid, Paul; 

you must stand before Caesar. And behold, God has granted you all those who sail with 

you.' 25 So take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been 

told. 26 But we must run aground on some island." 

Notice that God was with Paul in the storm. Through the trials. Though he did 
not deliver him from being in the storm, He was with him in the storm and 
comforted Him with the assurance that he would survive the storm. But God 
reminded Paul of his promise and presence with them through an angel. 
Experiencing God’s presence reduces our fears and gives us strength to move 
forward. 

(TITLE SLIDE 23) To borrow from another pastor, I want you to notice that "Paul 

doesn't make the mistake we often make in suffering. When bad things happen, we say 

either, "God is punishing me; I guess that's it, or God doesn't care." That gives us 

despair. Paul is saying, "No, he's with me." Because he’s experiencing God's 
presence and knows his love in the midst of the storm, the storm makes him 
better. The suffering makes him better."1 

You can experience God’s presence when you draw close to him in prayer and reading 

his word. 

So often, this is the actual case in our lives. Everything seems to be 

darkness, and we have not been able to see the light for a long season. We have given 

up hope. We begin to sink into despair. The Lord came to Paul and said, be 

 
1 Keller, T. J. (2013). The Timothy Keller Sermon Archive, 2012-2013. New York: Redeemer 
Presbyterian Church. 
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encouraged. It's not over, Paul, and there are still some things that I want you to 

participate in. You must appear before Caesar, and you must be cast upon a particular 

island. The next adventure is going to be very exciting as you will be bringing My work, 

My Word, and My love to hundreds of people as well as to the governor on the Island of 

Malta. It’s going to be glorious as you see ME at work! 

Finally, in Acts 27:37 it says that all 276 passengers survived. If you keep 

reading, in Acts 28 Paul was brought to safety as they end of on the island of Malta. The 

native people showed him an unusual kindness and God uses Paul to heal their leader 

and others who are sick before going to Rome. In the end, Paul goes before Caesar 
and shares the gospel. He reaches his goal. His destination.  

CLOSING: How does God show up in the storm? Tim Keller says, "If you say, 
'God, why exactly are you letting this bad thing happen to me?' you're probably not 
going to get an answer. You may not get an answer your whole life. But don't forget, 
suffering is not primarily a philosophical question; it's a personal problem. How 
are you going to get through it? You need somebody with you. 

Only Christianity, of all of the religions in the world, says God has been with 
us in our suffering. Only Christianity even claims God has suffered. Have you lost 
a child? So has God on the cross. Have you been betrayed? Have you had people 
stab you in the back? Are you experiencing pain in your body? Are you facing 
poverty? Are you facing death? So has God. 

He has faced all of those things. He's really with us in our suffering. He is 
there. If you believe in him, the storm is not punishment; it's part of the brokenness 
of this world that God is controlling to eventually bring good, and meanwhile, it can 
turn you into a Christlike person. It can make you like Paul. It can make you a poised 
person. That will happen if you know he's with you."2 
 Why is this important? Because God is the only one who can know you at your 

deepest levels. He made you. He gave you the very purpose for why you were 

designed. He alone holds the book on your life and knows the number of your days. 

You can never find fulfillment and true, lasting joy apart from knowing him. You cannot 

 
2 Keller, T. J. (2013). The Timothy Keller Sermon Archive, 2012-2013. New York: Redeemer 
Presbyterian Church. 
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begin to know what step to take next in your life without him. Have you encountered 

Jesus? Do you know Him?  

(SLIDE 24) To those who are going through a difficult season, Rebecca Young 

says, "God often calls us to difficult things. Our difficult calling has a destination. 
God does not ask us to wander the wilderness aimlessly. Our roads are going 
somewhere glorious into the heart of God Himself. If God has called you to walk 
on a difficult path He will sustain you on it. Fix your eyes on Jesus entrust 
yourself to God and keep putting one foot in front of another as you journey 
toward the life in God that awaits you." 

This is the reason the Edelman family is moving to Campbell River. We 
know our purpose. We believe God is calling us to some hard things. Just like 
God is calling Central to work through some new challenges. It’s all to further His 
Kingdom. But we are not going alone. What difficult things is God calling you to 
do? Do you know your purpose? Do you know your calling to participate? Do you 
know His presence is with you? 

 
As we close here are some questions to reflect on: 

1) (SLIDE 26) Have you experienced God in such a way that you know your 
why? 

2) How does comfort keep you from advancing the gospel and participating in 
your calling? 

3) How does practicing God's presence in the storm change us? 
4) Is God calling you into a storm? 

 

If so, remember that God cares about you and He is with you. Sometimes the things 

we learn in storms we cannot learn any other way. (TITLE SLIDE 27) 
 

PRAYER: 
 

BENEDICTION:  
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The apostle Paul endured beatings, shipwrecks, stoning, and more, yet he was 

not deterred from serving the Lord.  

In 2 Corinthians 4:16, Paul explains the source of his hope that sustained him 

through these trials: (SLIDE 25) "Therefore, we do not lose heart. Even though our 

outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our light 

affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal 

weight of glory, while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things 

which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which 

are not seen are eternal." 

 


