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If you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ.   
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes all to 

his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host and our food, 
bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field and vineyard. 

Lectionary 10 June 13, 2021 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude  

Welcome 

You may stand. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
The congregation may speak the words in the bold print. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God 
of mercy. 
Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our provider, 
help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when 
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own 
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and 
your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words 
of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the 
bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 

Gathering Hymn God Is Here #526 v 1, 2, & 4 

The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of the 
tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better imaged in 
a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is 
here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, 
the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that 
impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our understanding. 

1 God is here! As we your people 
 meet to offer praise and prayer, 
 may we find in fuller measure 
 what it is in Christ we share. 

 Here, as in the world around us, 
 all our varied skills and arts 
 wait the coming of the Spirit 
 into open minds and hearts. 
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Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray.  O God, 
All: you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into 

yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to 
those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 

WORD 

You may be seated. 

Children’s Word Pastor Clark Brown 

Reading 2 Corinthians 5:6-17 
Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus 
from a human perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and 
was raised. All who are in Christ are now in God’s new creation. 

Lector: A reading from Second Corinthians. 

6So we are always confident; even though 
we know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord—7for we 
walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do 
have confidence, and we would rather be 
away from the body and at home with the 
Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, 
we make it our aim to please him. 10For all 
of us must appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, so that each may receive 
recompense for what has been done in the 
body, whether good or evil. 
  11Therefore, knowing the fear of the 
Lord, we try to persuade others; but we 

ourselves are well known to God, and I 
hope that we are also well known to your 
consciences. 12We are not commending 
ourselves to you again, but giving you an 
opportunity to boast about us, so that you 
may be able to answer those who boast in 
outward appearance and not in the heart. 
13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for 
God; if we are in our right mind, it is for 
you. 14For the love of Christ urges us on, 
because we are convinced that one has died 
for all; therefore all have died. 15And he 
died for all, so that those who live might 
live no longer for themselves, but for him 

2 Here are symbols to remind us 
 of our lifelong need of grace; 
 here are table, font, and pulpit; 
 here the cross has central place. 
 Here in honesty of preaching, 
 here in silence, as in speech, 
 here, in newness and renewal, 
 God the Spirit comes to each. 

4 Lord of all, of church and kingdom, 
 in an age of change and doubt, 
 keep us faithful to the gospel; 
 help us work your purpose out. 
 Here, in this day's dedication, 
 all we have to give, receive; 
 we, who cannot live without you, 
 we adore you! We believe! 
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Lector: Word of God, word of life.  All:   Thanks be to God. 

You may stand. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel  Mark 4:26-34 
Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and 
understand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom. 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Mark. All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
26Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if 
someone would scatter seed on the 
ground,27and would sleep and rise night 
and day, and the seed would sprout and 
grow, he does not know how. 28The earth 
produces of itself, first the stalk, then the 
head, then the full grain in the head. 29But 
when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in 
with his sickle, because the harvest has 
come.” 
  30He also said, “With what can we 
compare the kingdom of God, or what 

parable will we use for it? 31It is like a 
mustard seed, which, when sown upon the 
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on 
earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and 
becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts 
forth large branches, so that the birds of the 
air can make nests in its shade.” 
  33With many such parables he spoke the 
word to them, as they were able to hear it; 
34he did not speak to them except in 
parables, but he explained everything in 
private to his disciples. 

who died and was raised for them. 
  16From now on, therefore, we regard no 
one from a human point of view; even 
though we once knew Christ from a human 
point of view, we know him no longer in 

that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there 
is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become 
new! 

Refrain 
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Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
You may be seated. 

Message Christ in You: a Gift to Others Pastor Clark Brown 

You may stand. 

Hymn of the Day Word of God, Come Down on Earth #510 

Prayers of Intercession 
You may stand, kneel, or sit for the prayers. 
After each portion of the prayers:   
Assisting Minister: God, in your mercy,   
All: hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude: 
Assisting Minister: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
All: Amen 

MEAL 

Peace 
Pastor: The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.     
All:   And also with you. 
You are welcome to share Christ’s peace with those near you or using the comment 
section on YouTube. 

Announcements 

Gathering of the Gifts 
Let us remember to offer ourselves—our time, our abilities, our possessions–for the 
ongoing ministry of St. Timothy and the wider church.  You may continue to send in 
your offering by postal mail or use our online giving option at www.sttim.org. 

You may stand. 

Offering Prayer 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, 
All:   you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of 

plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this 

1 Word of God, come down on earth, 
 living rain from heav'n descending; 
 touch our hearts and bring to birth 
 faith and hope and love unending. 
 Word almighty, we revere you; 
 Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 
 

2 Word eternal, throned on high, 
 Word that brought to life creation, 
 Word that came from heav'n to die, 

 crucified for our salvation, 
 saving Word, the world restoring, 
 speak to us, your love outpouring. 
 

3 Word that speaks God's tender love, 
 one with God beyond all telling, 
 Word that sends us from above 
 God the Spirit, with us dwelling, 
 Word of truth, to all truth lead us; 
 Word of life, with one bread feed us. 
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meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the 
world.  Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

Pastor: Holy God, mighty and merciful…  
All echo the words, “Your mercy endures forever:” 
All: Your mercy endures forever. 
Pastor: ...as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Pastor: ...in your Spirit, now and forever. 
All: Amen. 

Pastor:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  

or 
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Pastor: Behold what you are, become what you receive. 
All: Thanks be to God! 

You may be seated. We receive the body and blood of Christ and share in the life of God 
as we accept the bread and wine or grape juice, and hear the words: “The body of 
Christ given for you” and “the blood of Christ shed for you.” 

Communion Song As We Gather at Your Table #522 

Communion Song As the Grains of Wheat #465  

1 As we gather at your table,  
as we listen to your word, 
help us know, O God, your presence;  
let our hearts and minds be stirred. 
Nourish us with sacred story  
till we claim it as our own; 
teach us through this holy banquet  
how to make Love's vict'ry known. 
 

2 Turn our worship into witness 
in the sacrament of life; 
send us forth to love and serve you,  
bringing peace where there is strife. 

Give us, Christ, your great compassion  
to forgive as you forgave; 
may we still behold your image  
in the world you died to save. 
 

3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon  
other guests to share that feast 
where triumphant Love will welcome  
those who had been last and least. 
There no more will envy blind us  
nor will pride our peace destroy, 
as we join with saints and angels  
to repeat the sounding joy. 

Refrain 
 As the grains of wheat once scattered 

on the hill 
 were gathered into one to become our 

bread;  
 so may all your people from all the 

ends of earth  
 be gathered into one in you. 
 

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within 
our midst, 

 may we share the presence of your 
love.  Refrain  

 

2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to 
come 

 when all creation shares this feast with 
you.  Refrain  

 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 
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You may stand. 

Prayer After Communion 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us 
to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. 
All:  Amen. 

SENDING 
 

Pastor: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be 
upon you now and forever. 
All: Amen. 

Sending Song Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word #663 

Dismissal 
Assisting Minister: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

Presiding Minister—Pastor Clark 
Musician—Desma Johnson 

Cantor—Nancy Opsata 
Assisting Minister—Steve Solomon 

Audio—Jim Helgason 
Streaming Video—Jody Emerson 

The flowers on the altar today  

are given by Lucille and John Snyder-Pires 

As you leave today, please enjoy the art of Kim Stone  

displayed in the Narthex 

1 Spread, oh, spread, almighty Word, 
 spread the reign of God the Lord. 
 Send forth our Creator's call, 
 heaven's gifts extend to all. 
 

2 Tell of our Redeemer's grace, 
 who, to save our human race 
 and to pay rebellion's price, 
 gave himself as sacrifice. 
 

3 Tell of God the Spirit giv'n 
 now to guide us on to heav'n, 
 strong and holy, just and true, 
 working both to will and do. 
 

4 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 
 rouse to action heart and mind; 
 let the gath'ring nations all 
 see your light and heed your call. 



9 

Upcoming Commemorations 

Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea, died 379; Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, died 
around 385; Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishop of Constantinople, died around 389; 
Macrina, teacher, died around 379 
Monday, June 14, 2021 
The Cappadocian fathers, as the three men in this group are known, explored the mys-
tery of the Holy Trinity. Basil's monastic rule forms the basis for Eastern monastic life. 
Gregory of Nazianzus defended orthodox Christianity in Constantinople. Gregory of 
Nyssa, Basil's younger brother, wrote on the spiritual life. Macrina, older sister of Basil 
and Gregory of Nyssa, was the leader of a community dedicated to asceticism, medita-
tion, and prayer. 
 
Emanuel Nine, martyrs, died 2015 
Thursday, June 17, 2021 
On June 17, 2015, Clementa C. Pinckney, Cynthia Marie Graham Hurd, Susie Jackson, 
Ethel Lee Lance, DePayne Middleton-Doctor, Tywanza Sanders, Daniel Lee Simmons, 
Sharonda Coleman-Singleton, and Myra Thompson were murdered by a self-professed 
white supremacist while they were gathered for Bible study and prayer at the Emanuel 
African Methodist Episcopal Church (often referred to as Mother Emanuel) in Charles-
ton, South Carolina. Pastors Pinckney and Simmons were both graduates of the Luther-
an Theological Southern Seminary. A resolution to commemorate June 17 as a day of 
repentance for the martyrdom of the Emanuel Nine was adopted by the Churchwide As-
sembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America on August 8, 2019. Congrega-
tions of the ELCA are encouraged reaffirm their commitment to repenting of the sins of 
racism and white supremacy which continue to plague this church, to venerate the mar-
tyrdom of the Emanuel Nine, and to mark this day of penitence with study and prayer. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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Gospel Message 

Lectionary 11 
June 13, 2021 

Cradle of Life 

In the parables of the growing seed and the mustard seed we hear Jesus using agricultur-
al imagery to give us some sense of what the kingdom of God is about. Our reflections 
and interpretations of these parables usually focus on what they tell us about God’s 
kingdom and how God works in our lives. From these two parables we can gather that 
the kingdom grows. More specifically, we may say that God provides harvest and shel-
ter. One of the points of parables is to engage our thinking and to keep us asking ques-
tions. What else might we see here? 

The mustard seed grows into a shrub in which birds can make nests. Bird nests are one 
of the small wonders of this world. The sort of nest one might find in a tree may be 
made from sticks, grasses, and spider webs. The bird gathers all of this and may add sa-
liva to weave it into a well-shaped cup to cradle the eggs that will hatch into new life. 
All of this is done with a beak and two feet. In these nests we see resourcefulness, pa-
tience, skill, and elegant design. In the shade of the mustard bush the bird has the free-
dom to construct something beautiful, practical, and life-giving. 

Perhaps this is part of what it means for us to live in God’s kingdom. Through Jesus we 
are given the freedom to use our gifts to make beautiful, practical, life-giving things. We 
build houses and neighborhoods, families and relationships; we make art and music, 
friendships and promises. In the shade of grace we are given space to thrive, not simply 
for our own sake, but for the sake of the world. We can gather in the things of resurrec-
tion life: forgiveness, kindness, mercy, compassion, and love. Woven together these acts 
of faith lead to hope, and hope is always a cradle for new life. 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
Holy Communion Setting 2, Text and Music: Marty Haugen © 2004, 2006. 
God Is Here, Text: Fred Pratt Green © 1979 Hope Publishing Company. 
Word of God, Come Down on Earth, Text: James Quinn, SJ  © James Quinn, SJ, Selah Publishing Co., Inc. 
As We Gather at Your Table, Text: Carl P. Daw Jr. © 1989 Hope Publishing Company. 
As the Grains of Wheat, Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 
Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word, Text: Jonathan F. Bahnmaier © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  
 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 

Augsburg License #23225     ⬧     CCLI License #2883346     ⬧     OneLicense License #A-706342 
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Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Prayer Concerns 
 
Please remember in your prayers: 
The family and friends of Juan Ramirez, a co-worker of Steve Solomon. 
The family and friends of Pat Coble, Jackie Shanteau’s neighbor. 
The family and friends of Glenda Tankersley, Ia Boelter’s niece.  
Ed Olson, undergoing cancer treatment . 
Stacey Himenes, undergoing cancer treatment. 
Sandy Hoskin, undergoing cancer treatment again. 
David Holland, husband of Dee Holland and brother of Lucille Pires, undergoing 
chemo therapy for prostate and bone cancer.  
Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adrian, 171/2  months old diagnosed with a neuro-
degenerative disease.  
Dawn Stallings, daughter of Dolores, who has suffered a stroke.   
 

Healthcare workers and essential workers on the front line of the pandemic. 
All service members, fire fighters, and police officers (and their families). 
For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees. 
For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, and the entire  
Sierra Pacific Synod, and for our leaders and for the leaders throughout the 
world. 

Torie Hamilton 
Rodger Marty 
Bonnie Bennett 
Jim McMullins 
Bill Reynolds 
Mary Lee Slater 
Marjonie Gabriel 
Tom Brown 
Aaron Grieg 

Byron Heppert 
Jacqueline Graham 
Gloria Llenaresas 
Riley Ann Holland 
Ronnie Lyons 
Irene McCloud 
Thomas Ansley 
Linda Henderson 
Beverly Schneideman 

Justice Gaudoin 
Peter Kracht 
Isabella Silva 
Randy Hoch 
Don Butler 
Mark Northcutt 
Helen Leikam 
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Notes and announcements 

• Re-Opening Progress: even as the date for California’s complete re-opening approaches, 
the church has received little recent advice regarding capacity, social distancing, and things 
like singing together. We will communicate changes to how we worship and gather as 
soon as we can. We will continue to live-stream and can easily accommodate at least 30 
people in-person in the sanctuary, maintaining social distancing.  

• Great Beginnings Kindergarten is now using the social hall Monday through Friday, 8 
AM—5 PM. Access to the social hall and lower parking lot is limited to when the school is 
not in session. 

• Study, pray, and discuss during the week: Join Pastors Clark and Tony: Wednesday 2 PM 
Bible Study, Thursday Adult Class at 6:30 PM, and the Pastors’ Forum on Sunday at 
11:15 AM, all on Zoom and/or in person. Email pastorclark@sttim.org for more 
information. 

• Online Worship: All Sunday services including bulletins online on sttim.org.   

• Social Hour: We have a social hour on Zoom Sunday following worship.  Information for 
worship and the social hour will be emailed each week. If you want to be on our email list 
or have questions, email/call/text Pastor Clark at pastorclark@sttim.org or 831-521-1818. 

• Preparing for communion.  Our online Sunday worship will include communion.  As you 
feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside some bread or crackers, and 
some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you need any of these items, please 
contact Ida Barber. 

• Prayer Concerns: Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer concerns at 
375-1043. 

• Offering: Please remember your offerings to St. Timothy.  Offering can be mailed to the 
church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting our website 
www.sttim.org. 

• Volunteer to help Thomas Carman Food Pantry provide food for needy households and 
individuals. YOU CAN HELP! Sign up to volunteer on the 3rd Tuesday of the month from 
3-6 pm, and the 5th Saturday (July 31st) from 8-11 am loading and passing out bags at the 
Epiphany Lutheran and Episcopal Church at the corner of Carmel and California Avenues in 
the City of Marina. Address: 425 Carmel Ave, Marina CA. Contact Debby Love-Sudduth at 
408-499-4984 or email Rd-sudd@comcast.net.  

Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 
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