
A Place to Belong 

First Congregational Church is a 

place for you and your family to 

belong. We exhibit a spirit of 

welcome and belonging. We are 

a local family church with caring 

and faithful people who are 

supporting one another on the 

journey of faith.  

Church members handle much of 

the administrative processes 

through service on boards and 

committees. They minister to 

many of the spiritual and 

administrative concerns of the 

congregation.  

Pastor Chris teaches and leads us 

spiritually through  Bible lessons, 

Sunday messages, godly counsel, 

and  fun events and programs to 

nurture faith and community.  

 

First Congregational Church of Naples 

6225 Autumn Oaks Lane 

Naples, Florida 34119 

 

Phone: (239) 514-3500  

E-mail: fccnaples1620@gmail.com  

Website: www.naplesflchurch.com  

Sundays 10:00  

A Positive Church with a  
Positive Message!  

First Congregational Church of Naples is a 

part of the National Association of        

Congregational Christian Churches.  The 

NACCC Mission is to nurture fellowship 

among Congregational Christian Churches 

and to support ministries of the local 

church in its community and to the world, 

all in the name of Christ. 

The Sacrament of  Suffering 

Grief Share Program 



The Sacrament of 
Suffering 

The Sacrament of Suffering is the 

product of Pastor Chris Surber’s 

doctoral research as he earned the 

Doctor of Ministry Degree from 

Tennessee Temple University.  

The D.Min. is a practitioner degree, 

aimed at strengthening one’s skills for 

pastoral ministry. Instead of a 

philosophical dissertation, Pastor 

Chris produced a practical tool for 

local church ministry. The Sacrament 

of Suffering is a 6 week Grief Share 

program for those seeking solace 

from God in the trials of life.  

Course Content 

The course content is honest, biblical, 

and prayerful.  Each session begins with 

a talk given from Pastor Chris in order to 

frame the discussion. Then the group is 

guided through discussion questions 

and the dialogue follows a central idea 

with room given for sharing with and 

comforting one another. It is a safe 

space. Each session concludes with an 

assignment to be done independently 

before the next session. Many 

assignments are then shared at the 

opening of the next session.  

Course Context 

The Christian life is shared life. Life with 

God and life together. The greatest 

resources of care and compassion are 

found in community. “Bear one another's 

burdens, and so fulfill the law of 

Christ.” (Galatians 6:2, ESV)  

When we experience loss through the 

death of a loved one, the death of a 

relationship, or other hardship, God’s 

embrace takes the form of friendship and 

support in Christian community. Ours is a 

lived faith and that faith is best lived in 

community. “Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live 

in harmony with one another.” (Romans 

12:15-16a, ESV) 

The Sacrament of Suffering small group is 

more than a study. It is life in community 

with others who are experiencing the 

same loss and difficulty. Some burdens 

are far too heavy to carry alone. We’ll 

take them to Christ together.  


