
 
 
 
 

 

RECOVERING FROM A POOR INTRODUCTION: A Review 

The principle we’ve discovered and have been working on is that as I get to KNOW God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit, the enjoyment of my relationship with God is enhanced.   
 
 
Two important roles the Holy Spirit plays in the life of God’s children: 

1. The Spirit defines our SECURITY.  Ephesians 1:13 (NASB) “In Him, you also, after listening to the message of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation - having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 

who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of 

His glory.” 

 
 

2. The Holy Spirit wants to impress upon us that we have a “DADDY” in heaven.  Romans 8:14 (NASB) “For all 

who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading 

to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba!  Father!” 

 
 
 

HOW GOD THE FATHER WANTS TO RELATE TO YOU! 

Galatians 4:1 “Now I say, as long as the heir is a child [toddler], he does not differ at all from a slave although he is 

owner of everything…” 

1. God does not relate to me as a TODDLER.  
 
There are five words used in the Greek of the New Testament to describe children. 

Brephos – new-born 

Nepios – this refers to infants or toddlers and is used here in our Galatians passage. 

Pais or Paidion – refers to a child up to around seven years of age. 

Teknon – refers to any age child in relation to his or her parents 

Huios – adult-son, one who could be adopted. 
 
Galatians 4:2 “… but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father.” 

 
 
 
Galatians 4:3 “So also we, while we were children [toddlers], were held in bondage [being permanently enslaved] under 

elemental things [the basic or elementary principles] of the world.” 

 
 
 

Colossians 2:20 (NASB) If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in 
the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, 21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!" 22 (which all refer to 
things destined to perish with use) - in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?  23 These are matters 
which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the 

body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence. 
 
Let’s put some of these “elementary principles” into a modern context: 
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• The first element is “You EARN or get what you deserve.”   

 
Romans 6:23 (NLT) “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our 

Lord.” 

 

• The second element is “If you damage yourself or put yourself in pain, God might feel sorry for you and might have 
pity on you.”   

 
 

• The third element is “Don’t touch, it might hurt!”   

 
 
 

2. God relates to me as a MATURE daughter or son. 

Galatians 4:4 “But when the fullness of the time came [at that specific point], God sent forth His [mature] Son, born of a 

woman, born under the law, in order that He might redeem those who were under the Law, in order that we might receive 

the adoption as sons [adult-son placement].” 

 
 

This adult-son placement ran primarily on TRUST and AFFECTION.  The older couple put their entire future 
into the hands of the adult-son. 
 
 
Galatians 4:5 “… in order that He [Jesus] might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the 

adoption as sons.  And because you are [mature] sons, God [the Father] has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our 

hearts, crying [continually shouting], ‘Abba! Father.’” 

 
 
 
So, what are the implications for us? 

• We are seen as RESPONSIBLE enough to be placed or adopted as an adult-child.  

• We are given true FREEDOM.  You are trusted. 

• We are regarded with AFFECTION.  
 
 

3.  God does not relate to me as a SLAVE.  

Galatians 4:8 (NASB) However at that time, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those [things] which by 

nature are no gods.  9 But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn 

back again to the weak and worthless [beggarly] elemental things [basic principles], to which you desire to be enslaved 

all over again?  10 You observe days and months and seasons and years.  11 I fear for you, that perhaps I have labored 

[toiled to the point of weariness] over [for] you in vain. 

 

The basic aspect of slavery was that the slave was VICTIMIZED by the master (v. 8).  This is a “slave-
mentality.”    
 
 
 
1 John 4:19 (ESV) We love [Him] because He first loved us.   

 

 

 

ACTION STEPS  

1. Commit to pray now and during the week about God’s definition of how He sees me and treats me. 



2. Commit to talk with one other person this week about this sermon.  This person’s name is           . 

3. If this material has peaked your interest, take some time to check out the website – Becoming What God 
Intended (www.becomingwhatgodintended.org).  Look into their 22-week discipleship program called 
“Head-to-Heart.” 

 

http://www.becomingwhatgodintended.org/

