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June 10, 2021 

Lessons from Exodus 

As the middle of June rolls around, two things are happening in our life together as a church that may or may not be related to 
each other. One is that the health restrictions that have kept us from being able to gather in person -- to worship, pray, learn, 
minister and serve together as a church family – are now finally beginning to be gradually lifted. The other is that we are now 

about halfway through a 12-week sermon series based on the life of Moses. 

A good preacher is always on the lookout for ways in which parallels can be drawn between the historical experiences of 
God’s people in the pages of Scripture and the present experiences of God’s people – us – as we seek to live out our lives of 
faith together as His church. The account of the Exodus offers us preachers a rich vein of potential parallels to be drawn, 

potential metaphors to be employed, and potential lessons to be applied. 

In Exodus, God’s people find themselves trapped in a socio-political context where many of their freedoms have been taken 
away and they have very little control over their lives. Their circumstances are controlled by the secular authorities that rule 
over them. They aren’t allowed to travel. And when their leader asks for them to be given permission to go somewhere where 
they can worship their God together, the answer is no. Many begin to have their faith in God shaken, some question His very 

existence, and all ask the question “How long, oh Lord?” 

OK, it may be a bit much to compare OUR experience in B.C. (which has consisted of 16 months of public health restrictions) 
with the experience of the ancient Hebrews’ in Egypt (which consisted of several centuries of slavery and hard labour)! But 
the lessons of Exodus are lessons that are nonetheless valuable for us today. Our God is faithful. Our God does not forget 
about His people. Our God is sovereign over all rulers and authorities. Our God is a God who frees people from their 
bondage, who sets the captives free. Our God is a God who fulfills His promises. Our God is a God who has plans for our 

future. 

This last lesson may well be the most important one for us to take away from the account of the Exodus. The Book of Exodus 
is 40 chapters long. It takes the author 14 chapters to get the Hebrews out of Egypt. It takes him another 26 chapters to get 
them to the Promised Land. Arguably, the Book of Exodus is more about where God’s people are going than it is about where 

they have come from. 

Which should lead us - as we now find ourselves being led out of the pandemic – to ask a really important question. We know 

where we have come from. The question for us to ask, as God’s people , is “Where is it that God is now leading us to?” 

http://www.sevenoaks.org
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In-Person Worship is Back! 

On May 26 our provincial public health 

authorities began to relax the restrictions on 

public worship gatherings, and we are now once 

again able to hold in-person worship services on 

Sunday mornings! On June 6 we held two 

worship services and were delighted to welcome 

125 members of our church family (and the 

community) back to live worship in the Chapel. 

Some Restrictions Still in Place 

For the time being, there are still some public 

health restrictions that the Province requires 

us to comply with as we begin to re-open. 

Masks must still be worn at all times by all par-

ticipants in our worship services, and in order 

to have time to properly ventilate the Chapel 

interior between services, we have to ask peo-

ple who attend the first service to leave the 

building immediately after the service ends. So 

for now we don’t have much opportunity to 

stand and socialize with others before or after 

our services. 

We are also required to ask anyone who is 

considering joining us for live worship to sub-

mit themselves to the now familiar “health 

check” before entering the building. Which 

simply means that we need folks to stay home 

if they have Covid-19, or have Covid-19 symp-

toms, or have been recently exposed to some-

one who has Covid-19, or have been asked by 

Public Health to self-isolate. 

Kids Program at 11:00 

Now that we are once again able to worship 
together in person, we have also been able to 
start offering our Kids Program again in tan-

dem with our 11:00 Service. Families with 
young children can now register their kids to 
attend the Kids Program on the same page 
that they register themselves to attend the 
11:00 service. Kids are dropped off at the 

building entrance across the courtyard from 
the office wing (former Library Entrance), 

and picked up there after the service. 

How to Register 

To register to attend one of our Sun-

day morning services, just visit our 

church website (sevenoaks.org) and 

click on the button on the first page 

that says “Attend an In-Person Ser-

vice.” We are seating people on the 

main floor of the Chapel for both our 

9:00 and 11:00 services, and also seat-

ing people in the Chapel Balcony for 

our 11:00 service. (Those who are 

seated in the balcony are asked to en-

ter and exit the building through the 

Community Room.) 

Come and Join Us 

We are now once again holding two live wor-

ship services every Sunday morning, with one 

at 9:00 a.m. and one at 11:00 a.m. Each ser-

vice is about an hour in length. Because we 

are still subject to restrictions with respect to 

how many people we are allowed to have 

gathered in the Chapel at the same time, it is 

still necessary for us to ask people to register 

in advance if they plan to attend. 
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Elder Discernment Process Update 

I announced during the worship service on Sunday 
June 6 that we have now uploaded a 5-part video 
teaching series on the subject of women elders. 
Professor Ken Radant (Carey Baptist Seminary, 
Vancouver) has delivered the teaching for us, 
including an overview of the major views, some 
foundations to studying the Bible, a brief look at 
how words such as ‘elder,’ ‘overseer’ and ‘deacon’ 
are used in the Bible, and a survey of some of the 
key passages related to this subject matter. This is 
a great resource for us to use and, together with 
the other documents and books we’ve made 
available, provide us with plenty of material to 
properly study, and thus more effectively discern, 
how to move forward as a church family regarding 
this theological topic.  

Each video has a set of discussion questions and is 
designed for individuals and groups to work 
sequentially through the 5 videos. I encourage 
everyone who calls Sevenoaks home to engage 
with these videos, read the documents already 
circulated, and consider doing some summer 
reading using the bibliography found in the main 
document package. This will enable all of us to 
make a more informed decision when it comes to 
member-voting on the motion from SGM 2020 
and will help us to have more informed 
conversation. May this be a great discipleship 
opportunity for all of us! 

If you would like to access the videos go to our 
website (www.sevenoaks.org) and under the 
‘media’ tab at the top of the homepage scroll 
down to ‘elder discernment.’ The page you are 
directed to gives you more information on the 
process and resources and, if you scroll down to 
HERE in bold, you can click it and be prompted to 
input the password (to get the password call or 
email the office or ask a pastor). Once the 
password is in you will have access to the videos!  

If you have trouble finding your way to the videos 
or you would like to access them some other way 
than online, please don’t hesitate to contact the 
church office. We’re here to help you! 

Pastor Jamie 

Relief Fund Campaign for India and Nepal 

At our National Assembly three years ago, Alliance 
Canada made a decision to respond to the Spirit’s 
leading and launch an exciting new overseas evan-
gelism effort in South Asia. Operating under the pro-
ject name Gateway, members of our Global Minis-
tries team are now working with partners on the 
ground in countries such as India, as we join the 
efforts of the worldwide church in proclaiming the 
gospel in every place where it has not yet taken 
root. 

A few weeks ago, in response to the unprecedented 
health crisis that has swept across the Indian sub-
continent as Covid-19 spread like wildfire and 
claimed tens of thousands of lives, Alliance Canada 
has launched a global relief fund campaign to help 
raise funds for pandemic-related aid to India and 
Nepal. Here is a letter from our national President, 
David Hearn: 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

India and Nepal need our help! Did you know it only 
takes $21 for someone in India to get vaccinated? As 
Canadians, it can be easy to feel disconnected from 
people on the other side of the world, especially if 
you’re still waiting for vaccines for you or your loved 
ones. It’s hard to imagine the loss, trauma, and pain 
that so many people are facing as COVID-19 deaths 
continue to rise. It can feel hopeless, but you can 
make a difference. 
 
The Alliance Canada is partnering with like-minded 
organizations who are on the ground and making an 
impact! They need funding support that will enable 
them to provide: food for hospitals, immediate care 
for infected staff, care for the community, vaccina-
tions, counseling and mental health care programs, 
health and hygiene awareness programs, and food 
packages! 
 
The need is great, and the opportunity to respond is 
now. Let’s work together to show the love of Christ in 
tangible ways to India, Nepal, and beyond. 

Thank you for your time and consideration, 

David Hearn 
President, Alliance Canada 

 

To donate to this effort, please visit the Alliance 
Canada website at https://www.cmacan.org/relief/  

http://www.sevenoaks.org
https://www.cmacan.org/relief/
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Dear Sevenoaks Family, 

In response to recent events in our country that have captured the horrified attention of all of us, Alliance President David 
Hearn has issued a couple of national church statements that we would like to share with you. We embrace and endorse 
these statements, which accurately reflect the humility, contrition, and conviction with which Christ’s church is called to face up 

to and call out the evil of racism wherever and in whatever form it manifests itself, including in our own hearts. 

 

National Statement on Kamloops Indian Residential School    June 1, 2021 

The Christian and Missionary Alliance in Canada profoundly grieves the recent revelation of the deaths 
of 215 indigenous children in Kamloops, B.C. Our heart goes out to their families, their home 
communities, and to all First Nations across Canada. 

The residential school system remains a stain on Canada’s history. We acknowledge that our ancestors 
participated in this injustice, even through their silence and inaction. On behalf of our family of 
churches, I sincerely apologize for the sins of our ancestors and failure to protect these innocent 
children. 

We acknowledge the blindness and institutionalized racism of our past and we are committed to work 
toward a better future. As a church, we own our sins of the past and repent of this failure—yes, even 
generations later—and commit to representing Jesus better now and in the future. 

We pause, we remember, we search our hearts, and we promise to do better for all children. We will 
continue to pursue truth and reconciliation in keeping with the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
calls to action. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Rev. Dr. David Hearn, President, The Alliance Canada 

 

National Statement on Anti-Asian Racism       June 4, 2021 

We live in troubling and uncertain times. Tensions are rising around the world and have boiled over into 
alarming levels of hatred and division, including here in Canada. One of the communities that has 
become a target of intense hate and anger over the past year is the Asian community. I was shocked to 
read in a report released by the Vancouver Police Department that anti-Asian hate crimes increased by 
717% from 2019 to 2020. This is very alarming. 

The Alliance Canada stands against racism in all its forms and stands with Asian persons everywhere 
by condemning hatred and violence directed towards them. This must end. God speaks very clearly 
about Christians’ responsibility to “do good, seek justice and correct oppression…” (Isaiah 1:17). We 
are exhorted to “Speak up, judge righteously, and defend the cause of the oppressed and 
needy” (Proverbs 31:9). I am emphatically speaking out against the injustice and the oppression 
directed against the Asian community. 

The Alliance Canada consists of many strong Asian leaders and churches. This is our history, and our 
identity. I encourage you to reach out to friends and colleagues to pray together, to encourage each 
other, and to create a safe place for all to share their concerns and fears. I also urge us to speak up 
and increase the volume of those in the Asian community who are speaking out against these abuses. 
And I would challenge us to examine our attitudes and prejudices, not only towards the Asian 
community, but to all people of all ethnicities. Please join me in looking for significant ways for the 
church to “act justly, love mercy and to walk humbly with our God” (Micah 6:8). 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Rev. Dr. David Hearn, President, The Alliance Canada 

https://vancouverpoliceboard.ca/police/policeboard/agenda/2021/0218/5-1-2102P01-Year-end-2020-KPI-Report.pdf


Contact Information 
 

Sevenoaks Alliance Church 
2575 Gladwin Road 

Abbotsford BC  V2T 3N8 
Office hours: M-Th 830am-430pm 

 

Help us keep your information current.    
Contact Tammy at the church office or      

email ttoews@sevenoaks.org 

Financial Giving 
 
 

Cheerful, sacrificial giving is part of our life in Christ, 

an act of worship to the living God & an expression of 

trust in Him. Your generosity helps us fulfill our vision 

of knowing Jesus & making Him known.  
 

 

Online via Tithe.ly 

Make a secure, one-time donation or set up a recur-

ring gift to the church using Tithe.ly. Use a credit card 

& designate where you want your gift to go.  
 

Online Banking 

There are 2 ways to give through your financial       

institution’s online banking site: 

1. Bill Payment 

Add Sevenoaks Alliance Church as a payee. Note your 

offering envelope number as your account number.  

2. E-Transfer 

Add life@sevenoaks.org as a payee. Enter the 

amount you want to give & make up a security    

question. Then be sure to send the security question 

answer for the  e-transfer in a separate email to 

life@sevenoaks.org so that we can accept it. 
 

Cheque 

Make a cheque payable to Sevenoaks Alliance 

Church. Ensure that your name or offering envelope 

number is clear for tax receipt purposes. Place the 

completed cheque in an envelope & mail or bring it 

to the church office. 
 

Thank you for supporting the ministry of Sevenoaks Church! 
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Year-to-Date 

General Fund Giving Report 

As of June 6, 2021 
 

 Actual Donations:  $360,197 

 Required per Budget: $452,584 

 Deficit:           $ 92,387 

a rose in 

the church 

garden 


