
Acts 26:12–18 (ESV) 
12 “In this connection I journeyed to Damascus with the 
authority and commission of the chief priests. 13 At  
midday, O king, I saw on the way a light from heaven, 
brighter than the sun, that shone around me and those 
who journeyed with me. 14 And when we had all fallen to 
the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew 
language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is 
hard for you to kick against the goads.’ 15 And I said, ‘Who 
are you, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you 
are persecuting. 16 But rise and stand upon your feet, for I 
have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as 
a servant and witness to the things in which you have 
seen me and to those in which I will appear to you,  
17 delivering you from your people and from the  
Gentiles—to whom I am sending you 18 to open their eyes, 
so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the 
power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness 
of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by 
faith in me.’”  
 

Acts 27:13–26 
13 Now when the south wind blew gently, supposing that 
they had obtained their purpose, they weighed anchor 
and sailed along Crete, close to the shore. 14 But soon a 
tempestuous wind, called the northeaster, struck down 
from the land. 15 And when the ship was caught and could 

not face the wind, we gave way to it and were driven 
along. 16 Running under the lee of a small island called 
Cauda, we managed with difficulty to secure the ship's 
boat. 17 After hoisting it up, they used supports to  
undergird the ship. Then, fearing that they would run 
aground on the Syrtis, they lowered the gear, and thus 
they were driven along. 18 Since we were violently  
storm-tossed, they began the next day to jettison the 
cargo. 19 And on the third day they threw the ship's  
tackle overboard with their own hands. 20 When neither 
sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small 
tempest lay on us, all hope of our being saved was at  
last abandoned. 
 
21 Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul 
stood up among them and said, “Men, you should have 
listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and  
incurred this injury and loss. 22 Yet now I urge you to take 
heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only 
of the ship. 23 For this very night there stood before 
me an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I 
worship, 24 and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must 
stand before Caesar. And behold, God has granted you 
all those who sail with you.’ 25 So take heart, men, for I 
have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been 
told. 26 But we must run aground on some island.” 
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INTRODUCTION:   

“‘Why’ is all about your purpose. Why do you get out of bed in the morning? Very few people can clearly articulate 
why they do what they do!”  —Simon Sinek 

 

1.  His Purpose 

 Acts 26:16–18 
 
 Have you experienced God in such a way that you know your purpose? 
  

Does God Call Us Into Storms?  



 Here are three ways that the Bible defines our purpose: 

  a) It defines why you exist 
  b) It anchors your life 
  c) It clarifies who you are 
 
 “When people really grasp the good news of Jesus, satisfying the deep longings of their souls, it’s hard for them 
 to keep it to themselves.”   —Jeff Vanderstelt 
  
 

2. His Calling 

 “For this reason the Jews seized me in the temple and tried to kill me.”  Acts 26:21 
 
 “13Now when the south wind blew gently, supposing that they had obtained their purpose, they weighed anchor 
 and sailed along Crete, close to the shore. 14 But soon a tempestuous wind, called the northeaster, struck down 
 from the land. 15 And when the ship was caught and could not face the wind, we gave way to it and were driven 
 along.”  Acts 23:13–15 
 
 Acts 27:18–20 
 
 “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. 
 For when I am weak, then I am strong.”   2 Corinthians 12:10 
 
 “You can be a great person with a stable job, family, and social life. You can pay your taxes, help your ageing 
 parents, and recycle, while simultaneously being profoundly enslaved by the idol of comfort—an idol that 
 makes peace and predictability its highest priority. I learned that one of my idols was the God of comfort.        
 Comfort lets you slack off when you want, tune out when you think you deserve it and be selfish even when you 
 know you are called to give. When you worship comfort, you don't have to give until it hurts, you don't have to 
 love unconditionally, and you can do whatever you feel like with what you believe is YOUR time.”   —Brian Dodd 
  
 

3.  His Presence 

 Acts 27:22–26 
 
 “God often calls us to difficult things. Our difficult calling has a destination. God does not ask us to wander the 
 wilderness aimlessly. Our roads are going somewhere glorious into the heart of God Himself. If God has called 
 you to walk on a difficult path He will sustain you on it. Fix your eyes on Jesus, entrust yourself to God, and keep 
 putting one foot in front of another as you journey toward the life in God that awaits you.”  —Rebecca Young 
 
 “Therefore, we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being  
 renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding 
 and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
 seen.  For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”   
                2 Corinthians 4:16 
 
 1) Have you experienced God in such a way that you know your why? 
 2) How does comfort keep you from advancing the gospel? 
 3) How does practicing God's presence in the storm change us? 
 4) Is God calling you into a storm? 


