
Christ Lutheran Church  
Annual Congregational Meeting 

June 28, 2020 

Physical Set-Up: We met in the OU parking lot behind the church. A pick-up truck bed served as a stage from 
which the meeting was conducted. To maintain physical distancing due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, 
congregation members attending the meeting (with the exception of council members who were masked and on 
their feet, acting as attendants) remained in their vehicles and participated by listening over their telephones via 
Zoom and/or by listening to whomever was speaking from the truck bed through an amplified sound system. 

Call to Order: Council president Mike Cleland called the meeting to order at approximately 9:35 a.m. and 
appointed Sam Hanson as recording secretary for the meeting.  

A Brief Worship Service was conducted by George Weckman, chair of the worship & arts committee. He 
offered a prayer of the day, then read the four readings for this 4th Sunday after Pentecost.  The first reading 
was Jeremiah 28:5-9, the Psalm was Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18, the second reading was Romans 6: 12-23, and the 
Gospel was from Matthew 10:40-42. 

Attendance was noted by Katie Beth as congregation members phoned in after arrival, and documented by Sam 
Hanson.  Sam reported to the assembled crowd that there were 44 voting members in attendance.  According to 
our constitution, twenty-five voting members constitutes a quorum. 

Handouts & Documents: Mike reminded everyone that several documents would be needed and referred to for 
this meeting.  The documents had been previously distributed by electronic means, but he suggested to everyone 
that they should get the attention of one of the council member “attendants” if any of the following documents 
were needed: Meeting Agenda; the minutes of the June 30, 2019 Annual Congregational Meeting; the minutes 
of the December 8, 2019 Special Congregational Meeting; the minutes of the May 17, 2020 Special 
Congregational Meeting; the Annual Reports July 2019 - June 2020; the Proposed Budget for FY 2020-2021; 
and the Statement of Activity and Statement of Financial Activity.   

Minutes of three previous congregational meetings had been previously distributed electronically, and were 
available for distribution at this meeting.  Mike asked the assembly if there were any questions, comments, or 
corrections needed for any of the minutes.  Donnalee Yoder got the attention of Katie Beth and Mike and noted 
that her first name was misspelled in the minutes of December 8, 2019 (should be Donnalee, not Donna Lee). It 
was also pointed out that Dick Brackin’s last name was misspelled in the minutes of June 30, 2019 (should be 
Brackin, not Bracken). 

Mike asked whether there were any additional questions, comments or corrections to the minutes. After waiting 
approximately one minute, Katie Beth reported that there were no electronic “hands” raised, and no actual 
hands raised out of car windows, and Mike declared the minutes to be accepted with the changes noted. 

Annual Reports: Mike next asked for questions, comments or discussion regarding the sixteen page 
document titled Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church Annual Reports July 2019 - June 2020.  After a one or 
two minute wait there was no response to the request so Mike declared that the annual reports are accepted as 
written. (Note: after the meeting it was noted that the cover page indicated that Pastor Lynn retired  Dec. 2020. 
This was corrected in the archived copy of the Annual Reports to Dec. 2019). 



Nomination & Election of Council Members: Mike announced that Karen Dahn will be going off council 
at the end of June which will create an open seat, and there is also one currently open seat for a total of two 
open seats.  There are a total of seven council positions that will be voted on today.  Five are “regular” council 
positions, and two are “executive” positions (secretary and financial secretary).  The following five 
congregation members have been nominated and have agreed to stand for election to the “regular” seats: 

 a. Patricia Cambridge for the remaining two years of her second three year term ending in 2022 (she was 
     inadvertently left off the ballot in 2019);  

 b. Doug Debrick for a second three year term ending in 2023; 

 c. Bonnie Childress for a second three year term ending in 2023; 

 d. Chris Snoddy for a first three year term ending in 2023; 

 e. Dan Snoddy for a first three year term ending in 2023. 

Mike asked if there were any other nominations.  After waiting a minute or so with no real or electronic hands 
raised, 

 *It Was Moved by Bonnie Childress and seconded by Susan Roth that nominations be closed. 

 **The Motion Carried by a voting procedure involving colored-paper-out-the-car-window-or-held-  
      aloft (green for “yes”,pink for “no”). 

Immediately afterward, 

 *It Was Moved by Bruce Kuhre and seconded by Susan Roth to elect the nominees to their respective   
   terms on council by acclamation. 

 **The Motion Carried with a vote by colored paper. 

Patricia Cambridge, Doug Debrick, Bonnie Childress, Chris Snoddy, and Dan Snoddy were elected to church 
council for their respective terms.  There was scattered applause from cars and those standing and sitting 
outside. 

The council secretary position is currently filled by Sam Hanson.  He was apparently left off the ballot in 2019 
and has agreed to be nominated to serve the remaining two years of the three year term that he is currently in.  
His term would end in 2022 when he would be eligible to run for another three year term. 

 *It Was Moved by Susan Roth and seconded by Doug Debrick to close nominations, and to elect Sam   
   Hanson to the position of council secretary for a two year term. 

 **The Motion Carried with a colored paper vote and Sam will continue as council secretary. 



The Financial Secretary position is currently filled by Wanda Weinberg.  Wanda was left off the ballot in 2018 
and then again in 2019.  She has agreed to be nominated for a one year term that would end in  2021, when she 
would be eligible to run for another three year term. 

 *It Was Moved by Bonnie Childress and seconded by Susan Roth to close nominations and elect Wanda 
   as Financial Secretary for a one year term. 

 **The Motion Carried with a colored paper vote and Wanda will continue as Financial Secretary. 

Nominating Committee Election: The council terms of John Laughlin and Mike Cleland will be ending 
at the end of June 2021.  Our constitution states that “A Nominating Committee of up to three voting members 
of this congregation, two of whom, if possible, shall be outgoing members of the Congregation Council, shall be 
appointed at the annual meeting for a term of one year…” Both John and Mike have agreed to accept 
appointment as a nominating committee for 2020-2021. 

 *It Was Moved by Susan Roth and seconded by Rod Sauer to close nominations and vote to appoint   
   John Laughlin and Mike Cleland as the nominating committee for 2020-2021. 

 **The Motion Carried. 

Treasurer Report and Proposed FY2020-2021 Budget: Our treasurer, Lucy Juedes, had previously 
provided a five page proposed budget for fiscal year 20-21, a three page document titled Budget vs. Actuals for 
the entire 2019-2020 fiscal year, a three page statement of financial position as of June 20, 2020, as well as a 
single page which provided additional details and discussion regarding various aspects of our congregational 
finances including the elevator campaign, our Impact Giving program, the possibility of re-paving the church 
parking lot, and the recent water damage and mitigation efforts in the church building and student house.  Lucy 
made some brief remarks and then asked the assembly for any comments or questions that they might have.  
After a minute or so of no response, either with a real hand or an electronic one, 

 *It Was Moved by Susan Roth and Seconded by Wanda Weinberg to approve the proposed FY    
   2020-2021 budget. 

 There was no further discussion.  The question was called and Mike asked for a vote on the motion. 

 **The Motion Carried with only one dissenting (pink paper) vote.   

Mike then asked for several individuals to come to the microphone to deliver brief reports. 

LLC Update: Rod Sauer referred to the written report contained on page 14 of the Annual Reports document 
for specific details.  He said that he and the committee are still waiting to hear about the University’s re-opening 
plan and schedule.  20 out of 21 bedrooms are currently rented for the Fall semester and he is expecting a full 
house by August.  He asked if there were any comments or questions, and there were none. 

Planned Giving: John Molinaro gave a brief history of the program.  Basically, several congregational 
members expressed an interest in making large gifts, so a working group was formed and they came up with a 
gift acceptance policy which was ultimately approved by council.  He referred  those who were interested in 



knowing more to the minutes of the council meetings (January 8, 2018) (November 12, 2019) when the 
discussions and actions were taken. He asked for comments or questions, but there were none. 

Impact Giving: Chris Snoddy gave a brief synopsis of the fact that profits from the apartment rentals are used 
for large, impactful giving grants.  There are no new grants being proposed in the near future because rental 
income has been down, and the installments on several very large grants just recently got completed.  She 
briefly noted the amounts that were awarded to Habitat for Humanity of Southeast Ohio, Community Food 
Initiatives, Serenity Grove Women’s Shelter, The Gathering Place (Mike’s House), Good Works, and Athens 
Area Mediation Service, as well as a grants to a couple of ELCA projects in Malawi and Honduras.  She 
finished by saying that she and the committee are hopeful that the apartments will remain at full capacity so that 
they can once again award grants.  There were no comments or questions. 

Water Situation: Marilyn Shealy spoke very briefly about the recent water damage to the Student House and 
Fellowship Hall.  She said that the water is now under control.  Most of the blame can be laid on a clogged 
storm drainage system in the front of the church where there is currently some digging going on to repair a line. 
The elevator shaft is basically dry. 

Reopening: Mike expressed his gratitude for the work done by the various committees of the congregation, 
and urged all of us to prayerfully consider becoming part of one or more of our committees. He also expressed 
his thanks to many individuals (Patricia Cambridge, George Weckman, Nick Claussen, Katie Beth Miksa, 
Michael Tobar, Pastor Rentner, Pastor Binau, Bishop Dillahunt and others) who have led us in worship and held 
us in prayer over the past several months.  Then he described how a committee of Council and non-members 
has been meeting together, and with Pastor Chad virtually, and advising Council on key aspects to be addressed 
before reopening.  The goal is to consider what our priorities are for worship together and how to meet those 
priorities while also ensuring the health and safety of our members and friends as best we can.  Changes being 
considered include outdoor worship when the weather allows, changing of the seating in the sanctuary, wearing 
of masks, etc.  Once a plan is approved, everyone will see it. 

Finally, Mike asked us whether there was any further business to be discussed. There was none, so Mike 
adjourned the meeting at approximately 10:20 a.m. with The Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully, 

Sam Hanson, Secretary 

  

 


