
Joneses To Colombia 
Dear family and friends,   
We had a great time with our family in Colombia. Eri’s parents are doing 
well, and were of course overjoyed to see us again after a year apart. We 
celebrated on Christmas Eve night as is the custom in Colombia. We had so 
much fun together: eating, dancing, and singing karaoke until about 
3:30am. This time we didn't get together with extended family for 
Christmas eve due to Covid-19, but on the 25th we met together outside to 
cookout and play sports. 

On Dec 28 we traveled to Ambalema and 
visited a couple families that we have 
developed relationships with over the 
years. We gave them gospel tracts and candy. They were very happy to see us but asked 
why we hadn't been coming to do more movies, evangelism, and kids programs. Our 
answer, of course, was due to Covid-19 and all the government restrictions, but our 
desire and ministry plan to be there with them is still in place. They were so glad to hear 
that. 
We looked at several lots for sale and a couple different developments between 
Ambalema and the closest city Ibague. We did decide on a lot in a gated community. It is 
like a gated subdivision with security and community areas–giant pool, event room, 
parks, sports areas, walking area, playground, etc. and ours even has a small beach 
access on a river. We are in the process of buying the lot right now, and looking forward 
to starting construction on the house in about a year, God willing. This is so exiting for us 

and we pray everything keeps working smoothly. 
Also we got to eat together with the future Ambalema pastor, Eder, whose plans are to restart discipling in Ambalema the 
first months of 2021 and be there at least 3 days a week so whenever we get there it will be a solid group of starting 
believers to work with. 
At the time of our trip, we weren’t required to take a Covid test prior to traveling, but that policy was reinstated shortly 
after we arrived there. Colombia also re-instituted their ID number restrictions the week we arrived. The way it works is 
whatever the last number (odd/even) of your Government-issue ID determines whether you could enter businesses or 
shopping malls. This caused a bit of a headache for us because we had limited time and needed to access various banks, 
notaries, and gov’t buildings; and then holiday closures limited us even further. 
At the end of our trip we got to celebrate new years eve and Eri’s Dad birthday with delicious foods as always in Colombia. 
Sadly the last days of our trip we got a stomach bug. We don’t know the exact cause, but after returning to the U.S we still 
hadn’t completely recovered. Eri’s job required her to take the Covid-19 test before returning to work. (Result: negative) 
While waiting for the results we used the time to rest and recover and put things together after the trip. 
As we move forward and get closer every day to our full time ministry, we want to thank everyone who is already 
supporting us and ask that you consider coming along side us as a supporter. Our plans are to be fully supported by this 
summer and begin our first season in Colombia at that time. Thank you so much for your love, prayers, and support. 

In His service,  
Stephen and Erika Jones
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