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Over the course of our lives 
 We learn how to respond appropriately 
  To the initiatives of others. 
 
There are appropriate responses in greetings: 
 
If someone reaches out their hand, their fist, or their elbow, 
 We make the appropriate contact  
  (assuming COVID rules can be kept). 
 
There are appropriate responses to the giving of gifts: 
 
We say things like “how thoughtful” or “you shouldn’t have”. 
 We send a card or an email to offer our thanks. 
 
These are appropriate responses to everyday initiatives.  
 But what to do we do when those initiatives 
  Are unexpected or unusual? 
 
How do we react to the chatty stranger in the store line-up  
 Who starts asking intrusive, personal questions? 
 
What is the right response to that ‘negative’ neighbor 
 Who loves to complain 

about the failings of their spouse. 
 
How do we react to the friend 
 Who gives gifts that are lavish and expensive? 
 
And what is the appropriate response 
 When we recognise that when Jesus died on that cross 
  He died for us, 
   And that the same God who raised him back to life 
    Wants to give US a new start. 
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Last Sunday the Apostle Paul reminded us 
 That being in a right relationship with God 
  Isn’t something we earn by good behavior 
   By keeping certain customs or laws. 
 
If that were the case we’d never  
 Be able to justify ourselves. 
 
But the problem is bigger than this. 
 
It is not just that we can’t justify ourselves before a holy God, 
 But that we have made God our enemy. 
 
Now you may be thinking,  

I’ve never picked a fight with God. 
 
The truth is every time we turn away from God’s intentions 
 Is a rejection of God’s purposes. 
 
The death of Jesus wasn’t just the result of some bad dudes 
 With bad intentions. 
  The death of Jesus was the logical outcome 
   Of humanity’s consistent rejection of God’s ways. 
 
Our small rejections of God  
 Culminate in the crucifixion of Christ.  
 
This puts us all, 

Not just 1st century Jews, 
in a desperate situation. 

 
The good news, which Peter shares in  
 His sermon immediately prior to today’s passage 
 
Is that God has raised the crucified Jesus to life. 
 The good news is that the risen and ascended Jesus 

Is now pouring out God’s spirit on all people. 
 
But if the crucified Jesus is now “Lord and Messiah” 
 How are we to respond? 
 
That was the question that Peter’s first listeners ask. 
 
They had been ‘cut to the heart’ by his message 
 That THEY had killed the one God sent to save them. 
 
In light of the signs and wonders of Pentecost 
 They realised that Jesus had been raised to life. 
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So how were they to respond? 
 How are we to respond? 
 
Thankfully Peter describes an appropriate response: 
 “Repent and be baptized, every one of you,  

in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  
 
And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
 
The promise is for you and your children  

and for all who are far off— 
for all whom the Lord our God will call.”i 

 
Repent and be baptised. 
 So what does this mean? 
 
Repentance 
 
In his song the “The Future” 
 Leonard Cohen notes: 
  “When they said (they said) repent (repent), repent (repent) 

I wonder what they meant.” 
 
Do you also wonder what it means to repent? 
 
In the Old Testament 

“the idea of repentance is represented by two verbs: שוב shuv (to return)  
and נחם nacham (to feel sorrow).  

 
In the New Testament,  

[The idea of repentence is represented by the] word μετάνοια..  
'to think differently after'… 

[a] "change of mind and heart", or, "change of consciousness".ii  
 
For Peter’s original listeners the call to repentance 
 Would be an invitation to mourn their behavior  

and think and ultimately live differently. 
 
When two children are fighting 
 We break them up 
  and tell them to ‘say sorry’  

and ‘don’t do that again’. 
 
But when we are on our game 

We take it a step further and guide them  
into a kinder and friendlier ways of acting. 
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For those who are both inspired by Jesus and disappointed by their failings 
 Peter invites them to embrace a new way of living 
 
Where they are forgiven their mistakes. 
 And empowered by God to live differently. 
 
That’s repentance. 
 What about baptism? 
 
Baptism  
 
Most of us have observed a baptism 
 In person or on TV. 
 
Maybe we’ve seen a baby is sprinkled with water. 
 Maybe we’ve witnessed full immersion 
 
Like when Delmar, a character in “O Brother, Where Art Thou?” 
 Who joins in a riverside service 
  Walks into the water fully clothed 
   And is dunked by the preacher. 
 
Most of us have seen a baptism, 
 But what does it mean? 
 
Peter’s original listeners 
 Would be familiar with ritual cleansings 
  Something akin to what aboriginal peoples 

do in smudging. 
 
They would also be familiar with  
 Baptisms for those wanting to convert to Judaism 
  Or for those who were repenting of their previous lifestyle, 
   As in the case of John’s baptism. 
 
But here Peter is calling for a different baptism, 
 A baptism into the name of Jesus which  
  In some ways is all these other rituals combined. 
 
 As it is noted in “A Catechism for Today” 
 “Baptism is a sign and sea of our union with Christ  

and his body, the church.  
 
Through it by faith and the work of the Spirit we are washed  

and cleansed from sin,  
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share in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ,  

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit,  
and are commissioned to Christ’s service.”iii 

 
In our church we don’t believe  
 You need to be baptised  

to receive God’s forgiveness in Jesus Christ. 
 
But it is an important ritual 
 Where the Gospel is re-enacted  
  And our own commitment, or our parent’s commitment, 
   is publicly affirmed. 
 
So what is the appropriate response to Christ? 
 According to Peter it the rejection of a lifestyle that ignores God  

and a welcome of Jesus and his ways.   
 

This is all sealed by a ritual act 
 Which visually depicts all that God has done for us 
  And affirms our acceptance of God’s grace. 
 
Let’s hear how this plays out in the life  
 Of a man named Daniel. 
 
PLAY VIDEO 
 
If you desire to make a new beginning in your life, 
 To accept God’s grace and start a new life following Jesus 
  We’d love to mark this new beginning with baptism. 
 
On Pentecost 3,000 people were added to the church. 
 But we’d be happy to hold a baptism  

for any one person. 
 
As Jesus reminds us in the Gospel of Luke: 
 “there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God  

over one sinner who repents.”iv 
 
Amen. 

 
i Acts 2:38-39 NIV 
ii “Repentance” en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Repentance 
iii A Catechism for Today 80 
iv Luke 15:10 


