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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & preaches. 

Organ prelude - Nell Howard 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Welcome: Good morning, and welcome to this service of worship on this Third Sunday after 
Pentecost.  My name is Paul Schumacher, and I am the interim priest-in-charge at the Church of 
The Advent during this time of transition.   
As we meet today, we begin by remembering the Songhees and Esquimalt nations, on whose 
traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their stewardship 
of the land and water, the plants, and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet today, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent years—
the community of faith known as Church of the Advent.  Let us greet one another with words 
and signs of welcome.  
Come, come with your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses, and your fears, for God loves 
us all and all are welcome in this space. We invite you to come and join our readers, prayer 
leaders, music director and choir members, along with our technical team, as we offer prayer 
and praise to our Creator.   
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day: Scripture shares with us, “Quietly accept the message planted in 
your hearts; it can bring you salvation.” 
 
Opening Hymn: CP #244 “We Walk by Faith”  
(Text: Henry Alford {1810-1871}, alt. Music: Marty Haugen {1950-}, © 1984 – G.I.A. Publications, Inc.) 
 

We walk by faith, and not by sight,  
no gracious words we hear from him who spoke as none’er spoke, 
but we believe him near. 
 
We may not touch his hands and side, 
nor follow where he trod; but in his promise we rejoice and cry, 
“My Lord and God!” 
 
Help then O Lord, our unbelief, 
and may our faith abound, to call on you when you are near, 
and seek where you are found: 
 
That, when our life of faith is done,  
in realms of clearer light we may behold you as you are, 
with full and endless sight. 

 

Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 



Act of Praise:  A Prayer from the Lutheran prayer book. 
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself and 
nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day:  Almighty God, without you we are not able to please you. Mercifully grant 
that your Holy Spirit may in all things, direct and rule our hearts, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 
Chat @ the Chancel:  
 
Song: “Jesus in the Morning” (Words and Music: African American Folk Song © Public Domain.) 

   
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus in the morning, 

  Jesus in the noontime; Jesus, 
  Jesus, Jesus when the sun goes down! 
 
  Praise Him, Praise Him, Praise Him in the morning, 
  Praise Him in the noontime; Praise Him, 
  Praise Him, Praise Him when the sun goes down! 
 
  Love Him, Love Him, Love Him in the morning, 
  Love Him in the noontime; Love Him, 
  Love Him, Love Him when the sun goes down! 
 
  Serve Him, Serve Him, Serve Him in the morning, 

Serve Him in the noontime; Serve Him,  
Serve Him, Serve Him when the sun goes down! 
 
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus in the morning, 
Jesus in the noontime; Jesus, 
Jesus, Jesus when the sun goes down! 
 

Psalm: 20 (BAS Pg. 726)  
 
May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble, * 
the name of the God of Jacob defend you; 
 
2 Send you help from his holy place * 
and strengthen you out of Zion; 



3 Remember all your offerings * 
and accept your burnt sacrifice; 
 
4 Grant you your heart’s desire * 
and prosper all your plans. 
 
5 We will shout for joy at your victory 
and triumph in the name of our God; * 
may the Lord grant all your requests. 
 
6 Now I know that the Lord gives victory to his anointed; * 
he will answer him out of his holy heaven, 
with the victorious strength of his right hand. 
 
7 Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses, * 
but we will call upon the name of the Lord our God. 
 
8 They collapse and fall down, * 
but we will arise and stand upright. 
 
9 O Lord, give victory to the king 
and answer us when we call. 
 
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:6-17 
So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord— for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and 
we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So, whether we are at 
home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the 
judgement seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the 
body, whether good or evil. Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; 
but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your 
consciences. We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to 
boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and 
not in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for 
you. For the love of Christ urges us on because we are convinced that one has died for all; 
therefore, all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.  
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once 
knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So, if anyone is in 
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become 
new!  
 
 
 



For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day: CP #502 “You Are Salt for the Earth”  
(Text and music: Marty Haugen {1950-}, © 1986 G.I.A. Publications Inc.) 

   
You are the salt of the earth, O people: 

  Salt for the kingdom of God! 
  Share the flavour of life, O people, 
  Life in the kingdom of God! 
  

Refrain:   
Bring forth the kingdom of mercy, 

  Bring forth the kingdom of peace, 
  Bring forth the kingdom of justice, 
  Bring forth the city of God! 

 
  You are a light on the hill, O people: 
  Light for the city of God! 
  Shine so holy and bright, O people:  
  Shine for the kingdom of God!    Refrain 
 
  You are a seed of the Word, O people: 
  Bring forth the kingdom of God! 
  Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice 
  Grow in the kingdom of God!   Refrain 
 
  We are a blest and a pilgrim people 
  Bound for the kingdom of God! 
  Love our journey and love our homeland: 
  Love is the kingdom of God!   Refrain 
 
Gospel: Mark 4: 26-34 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
He also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and 
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 
how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 
But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.’  



He also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for 
it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds 
on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth 
large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’  
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not 
speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.  
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

Prayers of the People – June 13, 2021 
 

I will end each petition with ‘Lord in your Mercy’ 
Would you please respond with ‘Hear our Prayer’ 

 
The Lord is here.  Let us in the stillness of our hearts pray that we may be aware of His presence 
and listen to His voice. 
 
We pray for the church in the world, in our diocese and in our community.  We pray for all 
leaders of all churches and ask that you give them the wisdom and the knowledge they require 
to do Your work.  

Lord in your Mercy.                         
Hear our Prayer. 

 
 



Let us pray for all the sick and the suffering, the lonely and the dying We pray for Bill, 
Christopher, Dianne, Sheila, Barb, Jamie, Dimas, Kian, Sierra, and any others you wish either out 
loud or silently in your hearts that they might share in God's good life. 

Lord in your Mercy. 
Hear our Prayer. 

 
We pray for all those who mourn. May the God who listens to our hearts and enters into our 
pain, bless us and all who are in need with the comfort and quiet gentle presence  

Lord in your Mercy.                         
Hear our Prayer. 

 
Holy Creator, bless all who serve in our Military and our first responders. Protect them as they 
are tasked either around the world or close to home.  Keep them in Your loving hands and 
return them safely to their families. 

Lord in your Mercy.                         
Hear our Prayer. 

 
God of Pentecost, our God who speaks with many tongues,  
Our God who makes your presence known in many ways, 
fill us with Your Spirit this and every morning, 
hear the prayers we share using many different languages. 
We pray in the name of Jesus of Nazareth, the one we call Christ,  
whose life, death and resurrection show us the path to the Kingdom. 
 
We pray as people of the Spirit, who lights our fires, who fills our lungs with air, 
who blows us out into the world, to live and serve all humankind and all your creation.  
Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them into his grace.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen.  
 
May the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good 
that you may do his will; working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
 



The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you 
this day and forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry: 
 
Commissioning Hymn: CP #434 “The Love of Jesus Calls Us”  
(Text: Herbert O’Driscoll {1928-}. Music: Samuel Sebastian Wesley {1810-1876}. © 2005 Selah Publishing 
Company.) 
 

  The love of Jesus calls us our joyous praise to sing: 
  Our deeply felt thanksgivings we now together bring, 
  For all God’s many blessings, unasked yet still received, 
  And for the generations who faithfully believed. 
 
  The love of Jesus calls us, that we may always be 
  Companions on a journey, where all the world may see 
  That serving Christ is freedom which time does not destroy, 
  Where Christ’s command is duty, and every duty joy. 
 
  The love of Jesus calls us to go where he would go, 
  To challenge all the limits, to change, to learn, to grow, 
  To know that Christ has freed us, that prisons are no more, 
  For those who seek his kingdom, Christ opens every door. 
 
 



  The love of Jesus calls us in swiftly changing days, 
  To be God’s co-creators in new and wondrous ways, 
  That God with men and women may so transform the earth, 
  That love and peace and justice may give God’s kingdom birth.  
  
Commissioning: God of reconciliation and forgiveness, the saving work of Jesus Christ has made 
our peace with you. May His saving grace grow in us this day in all we do, so we may honour 
You by sharing Your love for all Creation, not only with our lips, but also with our lives. Amen. 
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TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion). 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Anna our Bishop,  

& Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 
Pray for S. Barnabas, Victoria, & Diocese of New Westminster. 

In the Selkirk Region for Ecumenical & Inter-faith partners. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Christopher, Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Barb, Jaimie,  

Dimas, Joan, Barb, Carol Ann, Garry, Bill, Kian, Sierra, & Mona. 
For Garry Olmstead. May his soul rest in peace and rise in glory! 

We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.   


