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Never say never. I have known this for many years. And yet, I still say never. I have said  

before: I will never be a pastor; I will never marry another pastor; I will never be a pastor in a 

small town (almost every call was in a small town). Oh, yes, God has a great sense of humor. 

 

Someone once said, “If you want to see God laugh, tell him your plans.” Truth. Over the years 

that I have served as a pastor, ever single time that I said never, God made it happen. You 

would think I would learn! I laugh every single time. I have gotten better at listening more and 

planning less but there are those times when I panic a bit because I don’t know the plan. 

Have you been there? Have you asked yourself how long you must wait? I think it is a normal 

human response. We all need to learn to take a deep breath and trust God. Waiting for a pastor 

is hard. Waiting for a call is hard for a pastor. When, O Lord?! And then the scripture enters my 

mind: Be still and know that I am God. Be. Still. Not as easy as it sounds, I know, but there is 

peace in the wait, trusting that God knows you and your needs and will meet those needs every 

single time.  

The wait has been long for me.  As I write this letter, today is our wedding anniversary and I 

have been married to my husband David for 4 years. I waited for God to bring someone into 

my life for seventeen years. David was worth the wait. And, well, he is a pastor! So much for 

never! Waiting can be productive as you learn to trust that God knows you better than you 

know yourself. 

So wait with patience: the pastor you need and deserve will come. I thank you for the  

opportunity to minister to and get to know you. The pandemic made it difficult, but we  

survived. Your support, prayers and kind words during my mother’s sickness and death will  

always be remembered. I may be leaving but will still be in town and literally close by at  

Bethlehem. Much love to you all as you wait and grow as God’s children. And remember - 

never say never. 

 

With love, 

Pastor Judy 



OLD ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING - 03/14/2021 

 

In attendance were: Mark Sigmon, Ken Kiser, Lisa Black, Lanny Hartsoe, Robin Sigmon, Jody Laffon, Terrell  
Setzer, Tony Setzer, Christy Stowe, Pastor Judy Drysdale, Joni Bentley, Amy Sigmon and Josh Winchester  
Absent: Beth Wilson 

 

Mark Sigmon called the meeting and led the devotion. Ken will do the devotion in April. 

 

January and February minutes will be emailed to Erin Ollis to have published in the April Newsletter. 
 

The minutes for February 7, 2021 meeting were reviewed and approved. 
 

Good News:  
Evelyn Kanipe had surgery at Frye and it went fine. 
The book Faith of our Fathers book has been published after many years. Hope to have kick-off for 

book after  Easter and invite CVCC, Settlemyre Endowment. The price of the book will be 
$40.00 and will accept check or cash to be put in Friends of Old St. Paul's fund. 

 

Holy Week:  
Easter egg hunt and picnic Sunday, March 28, 2021 after church.  Christy Stowe to take lead, with 

no objections from the council. 
Palm Sunday Service will be held in Sanctuary, following mask mandate and social distancing.  

Motion made by Ken Kiser to move services back to Sanctuary and 2nd by Tony Setzer.   
Approved by Council 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday: Pastor will discuss with Angela Kanipe and Carolyn Sosebee 

about services. 
Easter Sunrise service will be held at 6:30am and will discuss if there will be rain. 
Easter 10 am service will have communion and 2 baptisms, Clara Grace and Cohen Clint.  Mark 

will speak with Kevin regarding overflow and live feed. 
 

Discussed starting Adult Sunday School at 9 am. Christie Stowe said she will check with previous teachers to 
see if they would be interested in teaching the classes again. 
 

Angela Kanipe would like to start choir in several weeks. Until the choir starts back up the choir loft is open 
for people to sit there. 
 

Pastor Report: Pastor has to complete 40 hrs of workshops each year and this year she went to one on  
Stewardship. It was on how to tell the story to why you are asking for a donation. One thing they discussed 
was to have the person who received the donation tell their story.   
 

Deacon Report: Lisa Black reached out to ECCCM to confirm Old St. Paul's (OSP) is still on the calendar for 
the 2nd Monday morning of each month. Also they offer volunteer hours for school aged children.  Eugene 
Lentz is still working  with the Peanut Butter Cracker ministry.  
 

Trustee Report: Lanny Hartsoe will be getting a quote for gravel for the cemetery entrance and columbarium.  
Lanny asked if anyone knew of someone who can put up a metal piece that fell of the corner of the Family 
Life Center.  He will also check with the roofers on when they will complete the Sanctuary roof. 
 
Financial Secretary Report: Joni Bentley went over the bank account funds.  Joni stated she is working with 
Debbie Wentz, Teresa Laffon and Robin Sigmon to put together a Financial Policy.  She discussed with  
Christy Stowe that the Sunday School fund will go through the Financial Secretary. Will need to change who 
deposits the Sunday School Account.  Joni stated that the current president needs write on OSP letter head the 
person who will take over writing and depositing check to the bank.   
 

Treasurer Report: Robin Sigmon went over expenses in February. Budget held to a minimum, will only spend 
what we need to during the month. Pastor will have Erin Ollis print less bulletins per services and Monthly 
News Letter to save on copy paper.   Terrell Setzer brought up going up on rent for the parsonage and it was 
discussed to go up after current resident moves out.  Robin said she applied for the 2nd Stimulus for $15,000 
to cover salaries and utilities  for a two month period.  
 

On Sunday, April 18th Council will meet to discuss the Constitution at 5:30 pm. 
 

Jody Laffon spoke with Erin Ollis regarding signing up for the Church Management Software to set up the 
mission statement on the website and get it rolled out.  The app for church's giving has been set up for use.  

 

Lisa Black asked if Council can call all members of the church to let them know of the transition back to the 
sanctuary to church. Pastor to get list of members to the Council. 
 

Meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer. 
 

Next meeting will be April 11th at 6:30 pm.   

 
 

Respectfully submitted by Amy Sigmon, Recording Secretary 
 



 
OLD ST. PAUL'S (OSP) LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING - 4/11/2021 

 

In attendance were: Mark Sigmon, Ken Kiser, Lisa Black, Lanny Hartsoe, Robin Sigmon, Jody Laffon,  
Terrell  Setzer, Tony Setzer, Joni Bentley, Amy Sigmon, Beth Wilson and Josh Winchester  Absent: Pastor 
Judy Drysdale and Christy Stowe  Visitors: Dusty Wentz, Jeff and Dianna Jones 

 

Mark Sigmon called the meeting and Ken Kiser led devotion.  Lanny Hartsoe has devotion for May. 
 

The minutes for March 14, 2021 meeting need to be revised with changes and will be approved. 
 

Debbie Wentz asked Mark if the Bollinger Family Reunion could use the Family Life Center (FLC) on May 
2nd as a backup location if it rains.  Comment was made regarding a deposit is being charged for the use of 
the FLC. The monies are not deposited, but will be returned to originator when they are finished with FLC.  
Ken made a motion and Jody 2nd.  Motion carried. 
 

Dusty Wentz discussed the Call Committee (Randy Sigmon, Dusty  Wentz, Robyn Overton, Susan Setzer 
and Angela Biggerstaff) and how they go about interviewing for a new pastor. Each of the 11 or 12  
candidates were asked the same 15 questions from the Call Committee.  Jim Sprinkle resigned as Chairman 
and as a member of the Call Committee.  Karen Bowman also resigned.  Mark meet with committee to pick 
new chairman.  Angela has accepted the position.  Per Dusty the Call Committee has not made an official 
offer. Dusty exited meeting with no more questions from Council. 
 

Tony requested that once a month we have a Temple Talk to inform the Congregation on various topics. 

 

Mark has received positive comments from congregation members about the opening of the Sanctuary for 
Services. 
 

Deacons Report: 
 Attendance for Easter Sunrise was 40 and 10am Service with 2 Baptisms had 115. 
 Beth Wilson reminded Council that there are three youth needing to start Confirmation next 
 Fall. 
 

When someone writes a check to OSP, the check is deposited into the General Fund.  Then Treasurer writes 
a check to WELCA for the funds. 
 

Senior Adult Sunday School started April 11th.  
 

Financial Secretary Report:  Joni Bentley made a motion to have the Financial Secretary and Treasurer  
Report published in the Monthly Newsletter. Terrell 2nd and motion passed. 
 

Trustee Report: 
 Lanny spoke with Hipps roofing regarding OSP still being on their list to fix roof. 
 Tabling the quote for the gravel at this time for the cemetery. 
 Mark will find out about a lift to replace the lights in the Sanctuary. 
 

Kevin would like to have more support with sound and Facebook live during services that have a large 
amount with overflow 
 

Tony Setzer requested an action item section be added to the Council meeting minutes.  Will start with the 
April 2021 minutes. 
 

The Budget is approved by the congregation every year.  Tony Setzer would like to have the budget revised.  
Joni Bentley made a motion to form a committee to look at the current budget to make recommendations.  
Jody Laffon 2nd and Council opposed motion. 
 

The new church website is up and running with Erin Ollis as the administrator. The giving's link through the 
website and app are working, but have an issue with depositing into OSP bank account. 
 

Update on Historic Church:  Tommy Overton and Chris Campbell have started the east side of the church. 
  

Terrell Setzer made a motion to change the pew distances from 2 to 1. Joni Bentley 2nd and was approved 
by Council.  
 

The Chicken Dinner will be discussed in the May meeting. 
 

Meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer. 
 

Next meeting will be May 9th at 6:30 pm.   

 

Respectfully submitted by Amy Sigmon, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 



Proposed Constitution Highlights 

Hello!!  As many of you might have heard over the past few years, the Church Council has been looking at 
updating the Congregation’s Constitution and Bylaws.  The reason for this was that the current version is  
going on 26 years old.  With the changes in terminology, legality, and just general change in our congregation, 
it is understandable that this needed to be done.   

 

I was honored to be one of the members of the committee to help draft the updated proposal.  Along with  
Eugene Lentz and Brian Bradshaw, whose knowledge, guidance, and valuable insight was greatly needed, we 
hopefully came up with a more modern version while trying to limit drastic changes in the way we have been 
accomplishing the church’s mission.  We keep the understand that the document is not just for today but for 
generations.  It is a living document that needs to grow with the congregation and not hold us back.   

 

After three long years and several re-writes, the council will be voting on the final proposed document soon.  
After that, the congregation will be able to review the proposal and then later, approve it.  While the  
congregation is reviewing and providing any suggestions on changes, a copy will be sent to the NC Synod so 
that they can make sure we did not put anything in that would conflict with theirs, check spelling, meets all of 
the legal requirements, and dotted all of the “I”s/ crossed all of the “T”s.   

 

To help everyone to understand a little about some of the changes, I wish to give you a “heads up” on some of 
them.  First is the size, the current constitution and bylaws are 57 pages to include the cover page.  The  
proposed will be 26 pages including a cover page, index, and term pages.  

 

Secondly, due to changes in language and terms over the years, the titles “Elder”, “Deacon”, and “Trustee” 
have been removed or placed in different contents.  Times have change and we needed to change with them.    
Third, is the formatting.  In the past we had the Constitution section and then the bylaws section.  This meant 
that you would have to read one and then turn to the next to see any additions.  This can lead to conflicts  
within the document. They are not listed together so that all of the information is available at the same time.  
This makes it easier to make sure we do not have any conflicts.    

 

Fourth, is the number of members on the council.  As we have seen through the years, our congregation has 
been getting smaller and we do not have as many members wishing to serve on the council.  We are trying to 
put the operation of the church back into the hands of the congregation.  We will continue to have committees 
that handle several aspects of the church while not having their chairperson mandated to be a council member.  
That is correct, as the nomination committee heard, “I wish to serve where I am called, but just do not wish to 
have to come to council meetings each month”.   

 

These are the major changes but there are smaller ones and I do not wish to take too much of your time now.  
If you do have questions, I will be glad to discuss the document in greater detail with you as a group or one on 
one.  
 
 Thank you for your time and payers. 

 

Jody Laffon 
Congregation Council Member   

  2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
 Sunday, June 6th 
 Genesis 3:8-15 
 Psalm 130 
 2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1 
 Mark 3:20-35 
 
 4th  Sunday after Pentecost 
 Sunday, June 20th 
 Job 38:1-11 
 Psalm 107:1-3,23-32 
 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
 Mark 4:35-41 

 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP LECTIONARY TEXTS 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, June 13th 
Ezekiel 17:22-24 
Psalm  92:1-4,12-15 
2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17 
Mark 4:26-34 
 
5th Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, June 27th 
Lamentations 3:22-33 
Psalm 30 
2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
Mark 5:21-43 



3 Carson Kanipe 

6 Randy Leonard 

Jennie Summers 

Carson Jonas 

7 Kelly Winchester 

Jim Sprinkle 

8 Winston “Win” Hunt 

9 Carrie Setzer 

Stephen Haynes 

12 Zoey Price 

16 Christy Stowe 

17 Mikel Sartin 

Maggie Kanipe 

22 Phyllis Bollinger 

Jessica Darnell 

23 Heidi Grogan 

Teresa Laffon 

24 Mackenzie Greene 

25 Eli Kanipe 

27 Larry Huffman 

Scott Wilson 

29 Scott Bowman 

Serving in June: 

Kathy Kiser 

Patsy Black 

Sharon Marlowe 

May Attendance 
 
 
2nd  68             

 
9th  85              
 

16th  89             

 

23rd  82             
 

30th  65 



 

     Old St. Paul Lutheran Church 

 

 Rev. Judy Lewis Drysdale, Interim Pastor   

          jlewisdrysdale@gmail.com, 704-984-0398 
 

     Angela Kanipe, Music Director 
 

    Carolyn Sosebee, Organist 
 

              Joshua Lewis Copeland, Administrative Assistant 
              oldstpauloffice@gmail.com          Church Office:  828-464-9786  

                                Office Hours: Tuesday—Thursday 9am-1pm                                                  
        

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Erin Ollis, Administrative Assitant 

 

Make sure you listen to the Radio Broadcast each 

Sunday morning if you can’t be at Church during this 

Pandemic. 11:30AM  on 101.3 FM and 1230 AM OR 

Watch on the church FACEBOOK page for FAC-

BOOK LIVE! 

The Church will be sending out emails each Tuesday through our new 

service called MailChimp. If you do not get the weekly email already, 

you can sign up for our weekly E-News by contacting the church     

office at: oldstpauloffice@gmail.com or 828-464-9786 

                Call Committee Update 

The call committee is continuing its work of calling a new 

pastor. There is no major   update at this time. Please  

continue to pray for the work of this important committee.  

WELCA Circle 2 

WELCA circle 2 will begin meeting again.   

Their first meeting will be June 6th at 4:00pm 

 


