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Proper 5B, June 6, 2021 St. Anne’s 

1 Samuel 8:4-20; Psalm 138; 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35 

 

Today, in the cycle of the liturgical year, we again move into Ordinary Time - the 

season when we focus on discipleship and what it means for us to live as followers of 

Jesus.  This is the season when we focus on the question ‘How do we live faithfully 

as people of the resurrection, in the midst of a world that’s still broken.’   

 

Today’s passage takes place early in Jesus’ ministry and already he’s hard at work 

not only proclaiming that the Kingdom of God is coming but also demonstrating 

what that Kingdom will look like by driving out demons and healing illnesses. As a 

result, he's become so popular with the crowds that it's hard for him to even enter the 

towns and, by today's passage, even to find time to grab a bite to eat. All of which, 

not surprisingly, starts to be noticed by people other than the crowds following him. 

 

And so, in today’s passage we hear the reaction of the two groups who we might 

think would be the best to understand who Jesus is and what he’s about – the 

religious authorities and his family.  But, far from recognizing that God is powerfully 

at work in the actions of Jesus, both groups think he’s possessed by something much 

darker than God.  The scribes - heavy-hitting religious authorities from Jerusalem - 

come to pass judgment on his ministry. They take a look at him and quickly decide - 

nope, not of God.  So therefore, in their minds, he must be possessed by demonic 

forces.  Interestingly they don’t dispute that Jesus has real power – they’re not 

claiming he’s a fake.  It’s just that what he’s doing, and how he’s doing it, doesn’t fit 

into their understanding of how God should be working.  And since in their 

worldview there are only 2 sources of spiritual power – God and Satan – if Jesus is 

not of God then he must be possessed by Satan.  Which is, of course, ironic.  
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But it’s not just the religious authorities who can’t see Jesus clearly.  Even his own 

family doesn’t understand, and they come to ‘restrain’ him. They think he’s gone 

crazy. So, while the crowd is drawn in, and those willing to ‘see’ and follow become 

‘family’, his own family ends up becoming outsiders through their inability to ‘see’ 

God at work in him. 

 

So, what's going on? How has Jesus' ministry of preaching and teaching and healing 

created such controversy and friction in such a short period of time?  I think in part 

it’s simply because Jesus is so totally not what the religious authorities or his family 

expect. He doesn't fit neatly into their ‘categories’, and when something doesn't fit 

into the way we understand the world, we typically label it abnormal, or deviant, or 

crazy or wrong. We usually assume that what we hold to be true, what we think or 

have experienced, is what’s normal and natural, and so that’s the standard by which 

we measure – and judge – the thoughts and actions of others.  And here’s Jesus - 

teaching and preaching and working wonders with a new kind of power and 

authority.  A new kind of power and authority that neither the religious authorities 

nor his family can control.  And they find this disruption of the status quo … 

disturbing. 

 

Sometimes we forget how comforting the status quo can be - even when we don’t 

particularly like it. For example, did you know that winning the lottery is just as 

stressful and upsetting for most people as losing a loved one? Change - even change 

for the better - is hard, because we are far more comfortable when things stay the 

same. 

 

And I think that's what going on here.  The scribes weren’t bad people – they were 

for the most part decent, devout people.  In many ways they’re people like us.  The 
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problem isn’t that they’re bad, it isn’t that they are opposed to God – they’re devoted 

to doing God’s will. They just they aren’t open to God doing something new and 

unexpected.  They think they already know what God wants.  So, when Jesus comes 

along doing something new and outside their understanding of scripture, they can’t 

‘see’ God in it.  And, that’s a lesson we all need to pay attention to.  If even the most 

Godly and faithful people of Jesus’ own day, if even his family, weren’t able to 

recognize that God was so strongly at work in Jesus – then how confident can we be 

that we are recognising where God is at work in our time and place?  Are we able to 

recognize what God is up to today in our own lives and world?  Because looking 

back at the past it’s abundantly clear that many faithful and even well-meaning 

people have totally messed up in recognizing God’s will in their time and place.  Not 

just in one culture, or one time, or in one way – but over and over again. 

 

I wish there was a simple and straightforward formula I could give you to figure out 

God’s will.  It would be lovely if there was a simple way to just review a checklist 

and be able to say – yup, of God.  Or nope, not of God. But the short answer is that 

we don’t always know what God is up to and there’s no sure-fire way to tell when 

it’s God calling us, and when it’s our own ego, or our cultural standards, or our own 

desires that are guiding our actions. Because God didn’t stop doing unexpected and 

new things 2000 years ago!  God still persists in doing what we don’t expect. Indeed, 

sometimes what we don’t particularly want or think God ‘ought’ to want.   

 

But, but one touchstone we do have to judge our actions, or intentions, is to look at 

the results.  As Jesus says to the scribes, he was acting to overturn the demonic so 

how could his actions possibly be powered by Satan.  He says, ‘judge my actions by 

its fruit’. The result of his actions was the building up the kingdom of God – the 

kingdom of love, compassion and care.  And we too need to look at our actions 
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through that criteria.  Does what we do, or what we want to do, or what we expect, or 

think we ‘deserve’, or need - help to build the Kingdom of God – helping to spread 

God’s radical love… or does it just support the status quo?  Or worse, does it 

advantage us while others suffer?  Does what we are doing help make the world 

better for everyone, not just for people ‘like us’?  We need to constantly resist the 

temptation to try to reduce the gospel to what we like or feel comfortable with or 

want to happen. To resist reducing being a Christian into just being ‘nice’, law 

abiding citizens of our time.  After all, many horrible things have been done by 

‘nice’, law-abiding Christians who were just following the cultural expectations of 

their time and place.  And we need to be open to risk doing things outside our 

comfort zone when God just might possibly be at work in ways that don’t match our 

expectations and desires. 

 

If what you want is a faith that affirms the status quo, Christianity is not what you’re 

looking for. The gospel always upends things, inviting us to see that God has more in 

store for us than we’d imagined, more than we’ve even dared hope for.    God is 

offering us new life!  But new life is threatening and disturbing precisely because it 

calls us out of our old life and all the baggage that we’ve accumulated! But, 

nevertheless, that’s the promise of the gospel – new life, new possibilities, new ways 

of doing things.  Not the life we’ve grown comfortable with, just tweaked a bit.  But 

new life.   

So maybe we all need to allow ourselves to be open to at least a little bit of divine 

craziness. 


