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Mourning, Acknowledgement, & Prayer 
• Hi, everyone.  I’m Dave Sattler, one of the pastors here at North Shore 

Alliance Church.  Thank you for joining us.   
• You’ll notice the orange flags on stage and around the property today as a 

visual reminder that … 

• Our corporate hearts are heavy on the recent tragic discovery of the remains 
of 215 Indigenous children on the site of the former Kamloops Indian 
Residential School.   

• In this loss, and the subsequent ongoing pain caused for generations, we 
grieve deeply with Canada’s Indigenous peoples.   

• We sit in this tragedy and mourn with our Indigenous brothers and sisters 
acknowledging the pain, trauma, and loss. 

• To Canada’s Indigenous peoples, we say, “WE ARE SORRY.”   
• Because, we, the Church, have played a major role in the cultural genocide 

and systemic racism that has deeply impacted Canada’s Indigenous peoples 
now for centuries.   

• We confess the sobering truth that much of the mistreatment of Canada’s 
Indigenous peoples was conducted under the authority of the Christian 
Church, and in the name of Christian Mission.  And, THIS WAS WRONG.   

• To God Almighty, Who created all peoples with dignity, beauty, and value, 
and Whom we have greatly misrepresented, we say, “WE ARE SORRY.”   

• Now, I would like to lead us in a short prayer.  If you feel comfortable, please 
pray this prayer along with me.  The words are on the screen. 

• <Slide> Oh Lord, we turn from our sinful ways of mistreating your 
precious humanity.  Oh Lord, help us to treat all peoples, all your 
creation, with love, respect, dignity, and value.  Oh Lord, may we 
“act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you” - Cf. Micah 6:8.  
And dear Lord, we pray for your deep comfort and healing for 
Canada’s Indigenous peoples.  Come Lord Jesus, heal our land.  
Amen. 

************************************************************************************ 
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I. <Slide> Review & Introduction 
• Today we continue our Series, “Wilderness Wanderings”—God, and the 

people of God, post-Egypt. 
• The Exodus through Deuteronomy narratives highlight the power and 

presence of God amongst His people.  A primary thing God does is 
meticulously spell out the law meant to govern the lives of His people.   

• Last week, Mark spotlighted sabbath and festivals: the invitation to a 6-plus-1 
rhythm of work and rest … and three annual week-long festivals.   

• A read through the reams of rules and regulations begs the question, ‘Why 
does God painstakingly prescribe all this?’ 

• Well, sabbath-taking was God’s way of redeeming time, and His people, from 
the tyranny of work.  Festival-keeping ensured space in the calendar for the 
people to recap stories of God’s incredible character and faithfulness. 

• And, as Pastor Mark reminded us we too are called to centre our lives 
around Jesus—our One True Source. 

• <Slide> “Covenant” is an extremely important word in the Bible.    
• While likely foreign to us, covenants form the backbone of the biblical story.  
• Virtually every relationship in the Bible is defined by the concept of covenant. 
• By definition, a covenant is “a chosen relationship in which two or more 

parties make binding promises and commitments to each other.”                            
— Thomas Schreiner. 

• Distinguished from a contract, a covenant is a personal relationship into 
which people voluntarily enter.   

• In the ancient world not all covenants were alike.   
• For example, in some, a person with more authority would make a covenant 

with people having less authority—like a king making a covenant with his 
subjects. 

• Even today, whether it be in business contracts, citizenship, organizational 
memberships, or marriage—much of the wording featured in these formal 
agreements in our culture is covenant language.  

• A covenant establishes the foundation of the relationship and sets the rules of 
engagement: promises and conditions for that relationship, and, 
consequences if those conditions and promises are unmet. 

• It could be said, “The God of the Christian Story is a Covenant God.” 

• <Slide> Today we turn our attention to Exodus 24.   
• Before the building of the tabernacle, there’s a pause …  

o To confirm—to further ratify the covenant agreement between God 
and God’s people … through the offering of blood sacrifices, 
worship, sharing a meal, and the codifying of the law. 
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• It’s also here where the “new covenant” is foreshadowed—a new covenant, in 

the future, to be initiated by, revealed in, and enacted by Jesus, God the Son.   

II. Biblical Text: Exodus 24 (NIV) 
<Slide> 1 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, 
Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel.  You are to worship at a 
distance, 2 but Moses alone is to approach the Lord; the others must not come 
near.  And the people may not come up with him.”  3 When Moses went and 
told the people all the Lord’s words and laws, they responded with one voice, 
“Everything the Lord has said we will do.”  4 Moses then wrote down 
everything the Lord had said.  He got up early the next morning and built an 
altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing 
the twelve tribes of Israel.   
<Slide> 5 Then he sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings 
and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to the Lord.  6 Moses took 
half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other half he splashed against the 
altar.  7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people.  They 
responded, “We will do everything the Lord has said; we will obey.”  8 Moses 
then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of 
the covenant that the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these 
words.” 
<Slide> 9 Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of 
Israel went up 10 and saw the God of Israel.  Under his feet was something like 
a pavement made of lapis lazuli, as bright blue as the sky.  11 But God did not 
raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate 
and drank. 
<Slide> 12 The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay 
here, and I will give you the tablets of stone with the law and commandments I 
have written for their instruction.”  15 When Moses went up on the mountain, 
the cloud covered it, 16 and the glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai.  For 
six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the Lord 
called to Moses from within the cloud.  17 To the Israelites the glory of the Lord 
looked like a consuming fire on top of the mountain.  18 Then Moses entered 
the cloud as he went on up the mountain.  And he stayed on the mountain forty 
days and forty nights. 
[Pray] Lord, please move me out of the way.  Come and speak to us from Your 
Word by Your Spirit.  We are hungry to hear from You.  Amen. 
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III.  Bible Teaching: 
1. <Slide> God: Present But Still Somewhat Distant (v.1-2 & 9-11a)  
• The Lord beckons to His people from Mt Sinai, “Come on up.”  But not 

without some caution.  “You are to worship at a distance,” God says (v.1). 
• Here God makes His presence remarkably accessible.  With some limits. 
• And we see that God is not entirely reachable.  God is holy—other, not 

completely safe for human touch. 
• However, just a little later it says, ‘Moses, Aaron, and the elders went up and 

saw the God of Israel’ (v9-11a).   
• Imagine that—they get to see God—albeit it’s only a glimpse of His feet! 
• ILL — A little like being in the Sistine Chapel in Rome … 

o And only getting a view of the floor. 
o How many people really pay attention to the floor when 

Michelangelo’s masterpiece ceiling is above in plain view?! 
• Their gaze may go no higher than God’s feet—but even that proves to be a 

startling view!  For, under God’s feet is “a pavement of lapis lazuli,” an 
incredibly beautiful Middle Eastern gemstone, “bright blue as the sky” (v.10). 

2. <Slide> The People Make Promises (v.3, 4a, 7, & 12) 
• Twice in the story the people utter bold, somewhat-rash statements of 

commitment.  V3: “Everything the Lord has said we will do.” 
• Then again, in v7, after Moses reads aloud the Book of the Covenant, the 

people respond, Q: “We will do everything the Lord has said; we will obey.” 
• ILL — Reminds me of Peter insisting emphatically to Jesus, 

o Q: “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.”                              
— Cf. Mark 14:31. 

o And, mere hours later, when questioned by a high school girl, 
Peter’s afraid to admit he even knows Jesus! 

• Fleeting promises.  The intent’s good, but enthusiasm’s short-lived, as we 
soon will see.  Cuz, meanwhile down in the camp, the rest of the Israelites are 
building a golden calf to worship!  More on that next week. 

• <Slide> And we see here, way back in the Old Testament, with the covenant 
and law, God is pitching an agreement He knows His people can never fulfill.  

• Still God’s intent with the law is two-fold:  
o 1) To protect His people.  With the law, in effect, God is saying, 
! Q: ‘I made you.  Here’s the book on you.  This is how to live.  

And it’s best for you if you follow it.’  Why God calls Moses 
into His ‘office’ on Mt Sinai to give him the law and has 
Moses write down, and read aloud, all His commandments. 

o And 2) God’s purpose for the law was/is to show all humanity that 
it cannot measure up: we are all sinners in need of a Saviour.   
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• Even our most profound acts of obedience can never fulfill the righteous 

requirements of the law.  In this way, the Old Covenant was setting the 
people up for a new covenant—a covenant of grace.   

• As much as we hate to admit it, humanity can never keep our part of the 
‘bargain.’  We can never do everything God wants us to do—or, in our own 
strength, under our own steam, ever fully obey God. 

3. <Slide> Ceremony: An Altar and Offerings (v.4b-6, & 8) 
• Ceremony forms the heart of Hebrew culture—as it does many cultures.  
• Perhaps we too now possess a better sense of the value of in-person 

ceremony since the cancellation of, or switch to virtual graduations, 
weddings, funerals, and worship services during this global pandemic. 

• There’s nothing like coming together—to remember, to celebrate, to mark a 
significant moment or milestone with a group of people. 

• “Moses got up early … and built an altar at the foot of the mountain” (v4). 
• Next, a very tactile, most unusual covenant ratification ceremony takes place.   
• It involves animal sacrifice—‘burnt offerings and fellowship offerings … 

with some of the blood splashed against the altar.’   
• The rest of the blood Moses ‘sprinkles on the people.’   
• Strange to us, for sure—even a little creepy.  So, what’s the point of it? 
• As Holy Judge, God condemns sin and deems it worthy of death—for sin puts 

a barrier between humanity and its Creator God. 
• Under the Old Covenant, God accepts the death of an animal as substitute, 

symbolized by the splashing of blood against the altar. 
• And, since an animal has died in their place, the sprinkling of blood on the 

people shows they are covered/protected from death—their sin has been paid 
for, and they are reunited with God, their Creator.   

• Some powerful foreshadowing of the life and work of Jesus in this ceremony! 

4. <Slide> Sharing A Meal Together (v.11)  
• Upon seeing Him, God, rather surprisingly, doesn’t hurt the elders of Israel. 
• Instead, to confirm, to celebrate the covenant agreement between them, God 

and the elders of Israel share a meal together. 
• Wow, the very relational, human side of God is depicted here!  
• ILL — Reminds me when I was a boy visiting my very English grandmother. 

o Late afternoon she’d lay out the fine china and serve tea.   
o And she’d teach us to sip … properly, with pinkie extended.   
o One time I asked her, “Why all these tea-drinking protocols?  Why 

your best dishes?”  And grandma replied,  
! Q: “One never knows when the Queen might pop in for tea!?!” 
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• Remarkable these two parties—God and His people—are not at all on equal 

footing, yet they eat and drink together (v11). 
• Later, we see this beautifully demonstrated in the Gospels: Jesus becomes 

known for eating and drinking with tax collectors, prostitutes, and sinners.   
• The joy of sharing a meal together is another precious practice that’s been 

severely-muted these past 15 months.  When eating and drinking together 
communicates so much: forgiveness, agreement, and bonds of friendship and 
kinship at one of the deepest human levels.   

IV. Life Applications 
• Time to ‘land the plane’ now on a few applications.  
A.  <Slide> We must be careful who we make covenants with. 
• Time and again God warns His people, Q: ‘Don’t make covenants with … 

other gods.’  It’s a continual repeat of the 1st Commandment, “You shall have 
no other gods before me.”  — Cf. Exodus 20:3. 

• We put ourselves in trouble when we align ourselves with other gods—when 
we mis-appropriate our allegiance to … other pursuits, organizations, people, 
or things, other than God Himself. 

• The Christian Story espouses an alliance with Jesus that is more than a 
contract, more than a mutual agreement; it calls for surrender to, acceptance 
of, and cooperation with a covenant the Lord Himself makes and offers to us. 

• We bring very little to it, God makes it happen.   
• And we put our lives in His hands.   
• Now this can be very freeing for those who aren’t so attached to the pursuits 

and possessions of this world.   
• But, for those who are attached—or fancy ourselves as self-reliant, self-

sufficient individuals—the Christian call sounds like ‘chains’ hindering our 
precious personal sense of freedom—or, it feels like loss of control. 

• APP — And I wonder … with what or with whom have you made covenants?  
Where’s your heart these days?  And who, or what holds it?  

• Perhaps you’ve become fixated with your work: career success, power, 
influence, growing your business, maintaining relevance. 

• Or, your life’s driven by people: impressing others, being known by, partying 
with, sleeping with, the right people.  Even marriage can become a false god. 

• Maybe today your days and nights are consumed by accumulating assets: 
money, information, brilliance, houses, cars, nest-eggs, RRSPs. 

• And I want to say, ‘Stop!’  These pursuits can become distractions and huge 
pitfalls.  None of them are ultimately life-giving.   

• And, running after them takes away from our One True Allegiance—covenant 
with God—the only one that truly satisfies. 

Grieving with Canada’s Indigenous peoples on the discovery of the remains of 215 precious Indigenous children in Kamloops.  Oh Lord, how we need you.  6



7
B. <Slide> Sometimes God gives us a glimpse of His presence. 
• There’s a general rule: “No one may see God and live.”  — Cf. Exodus 33:20. 
• In Scripture, God’s presence is typically mediated by an angel—and even 

that’s scary!   
• Why most angels begin human interactions with, “Do not be afraid.” 
• Yet, the leaders of Israel get to see God.  And later, Moses stays 40 days and 

40 nights on the mountain with God (v18).   
• As one commentator puts it, Q: “God breaks the rules here and gives an 

added dose of His presence at a crucial point in the redemptive journey of His 
people.” — Peter Enns, p.488. 

• APP — Seeing God has been a longing for people throughout history. 
• I find myself longing too.  One of my biggest frustrations with faith—and 

Christianity in general is … I can’t see God!   
• And I think, actually seeing God would fix a lot.  But, would it really?  
• Or perhaps I’m just not seeing God right in front of me?! 
• Like through the love of others: in that timely text, email, phone call, or card.   
• Or, that food that shows up at my door, or that person who stops by to be 

with me—to bless me, to sit, to laugh, to cry with me. 

• ILL — Many of you know Brian Lysack … 
o <Slide> My Indigenous friend from our church.  In the early days 

of our Coffee Time Ministry, Brian was in a rough spot battling the 
effects of past trauma, addiction, poverty, and homelessness.  

o And He was the cause of much pain—to himself and others.   
o I remember wrestling Brian into the hedge out front when he 

showed up at church drunk and violent. 
o Then slowly, over time, God began to work in him.   
o Brian gave his heart to Jesus and got baptized here in our church.   
o And, we have seen Jesus transform Brian right before our eyes!   
o <Slide> Awhile back Brian approached me quietly.   
! Q: ‘I’m ready for some dental work to repair my mouth from 

years of hard living,’  he said. 
o And this past Wednesday, Brian drove in from Surrey to show me 

his new teeth we helped him get through our NSAC Care Fund!    
o Brian credits the presence of Jesus and the love of people in our 

church for his powerful transformation.  His face says it all. 
o I’ve had trouble seeing God—been feeling down lately.   
o And, this week, through Brian, God lifted me!   
o In Brian I see Jesus.  And I am deeply moved. 

C. <Slide> We are people of the New Covenant in Jesus! 
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• The covenant at Mt Sinai was temporary.  The people would fail to abide by 

its stipulations and, as a result, Israel would eventually be sent into exile.   
• This covenant could not transform the hearts of the people. 
• Why God says in Hebrews 8:8-9, Q: “The days are coming … when I will 

make a new covenant with the people … [and] it will not be like the covenant 
I made with their ancestors…” 

• For all humanity was waiting for a new covenant initiated by, revealed in and 
through, and enacted by Jesus, God the Son! 

• <Slide> One commentator summarizes … 
o Q: “The new covenant represents the culmination of God’s saving 

work among his people.  God regenerates his people by his Spirit 
and renews their hearts so that they obey him.  The basis for such 
renewal is the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ, for by his 
atoning death and resurrection complete forgiveness of sins is 
achieved.  Hence, a new and bold access to God that wasn’t 
available in the old covenant is obtained.”  —Thomas R. Schreiner  

• <Slide>  I love how Eugene Peterson puts the rest of cf. Hebrews 8:10-12 … 
o In The Message, Q: God says, Q: “They won’t go to school to learn 

about me, or buy a book called God In Five Easy Lessons.  They’ll 
all get to know me firsthand, the little and the big, the small and 
the great.  They’ll all get to know me by being kindly forgiven, with 
the slate of their sins forever wiped clean.”   

• <Slide> APP — The new covenant is meant to set us free!    
• History’s Game-Changer: because of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, 

Christ-followers have been fully liberated from guilt before God.   
• “Forever wiped clean.”  Now we must learn to live well in this grace. 
• None of us is perfect—we all struggle with sin.  But some of us live with a 

persistent, nagging, shaming conscience.  And this is not from God.   
• And, not conducive to the relationship God welcomes us all into.   
• Others are constantly keeping score—to the point where every sin feels like it 

will be a relational deal-breaker with God.  Which is simply not true.   
• Here’s the point: In the Christian Story, because of Jesus, the new covenant 

forges a new way for God and His people to relate to one another!   
• Our “forgiveness was bought with the precious blood of Jesus Christ.” 
• We don’t have to run or hide from God!  “The Father’s arms are open wide.” 

— “O Come to the Altar” by Elevation Worship 
• People of NSAC, this freedom that’s ours because of Jesus, is the place we 

must revisit over and over again—and learn to live well in this covenant of 
grace.  Amen.
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