
Our mission is to love God, to love our neighbor as ourselves,  
and to nurture and strengthen our Christian faith. 

JUNE 6, 2021 
   Presiding Richard Christmas  

                                                                                                                   .                                                                                                                                                           
We gather as a Christ-infused Community of Faith 

  
SEED OF MEDITATION    
“Never say that you can't do something, or that something seems impossible, or that something can't 
be done, no matter how discouraging or harrowing it may be; human beings are limited only by what 
we allow ourselves to be limited by: our own minds. We are each the masters of our own reality; 
when we become self-aware to this: absolutely anything in the world is possible.             Mike Norton 
 
 PRELUDE                

WELCOME   
          
LIGHTING THE CANDLES   
We who are blessed by the ability to see should never underestimate light. Candle light provides heat 
as well as overcoming darkness and the flame can be beautiful in its own right. We light the 
Affirming Candle: May this candle remind us to respect and defend all the wonderous diversity we 
and all people are created in. We light the Right Relations Candle to honour the land we live on and 
the people we live beside, the traditional territory of Treaty 7 and Métis 3 peoples. We light the Christ 
Candle: May this candle remind us that the light of Christ is with us always; in the world, in the 
universe and in us. 

FOCUSING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP    
The church is not... 
a place. 
The church is not... 
a building. 
The church is... 
Christ’s people. 
Christ’s body. 
Christ’s love alive in the world. 
As disciples of Christ, 
we live in the world; 
we love in the world; 
and as we serve all God’s children, 
we live God’s love. 
Serving with our hands. 
Serving with our hearts. 
Serving with our lives.   Richard Bott, Gathering, LE 2021, page 3. Used with permission. 

OPENING PRAYER:  

Creator of All, 
This morning we merge our collective faith and love together even as we worship in our separate 
spaces. Just as plants and seeds derive their new life from the sun’s warmth and energy and soil 



moisture; we will draw our strength and spiritual energy from our faith in You and with the support of 
our church family. Let each of us hear what we need to hear and feel what we need to feel in order to 
get closer to You. Today some of us are wounded in mind, body or spirit. Some of us are just weary 
from the way a tiny little monster virus has changed our world. We know that you didn’t create these 
circumstances but you directed the evolution of our human species. We are grateful for the scientists, 
doctors, nurses, lab technicians and therapists that are leading the way towards a more normal world. 
Guide our worship today so that we each may emerge with renewed strength and perseverance.  
Amen 
            Richard Christmas 

HYMN: Let Your Love Flow (The Bellamy brothers1976). 

There's a reason for the sunshine in the sky 
And there's a reason why I'm feeling so high 
Must be the season 
When that love light shines all around us 
So let that feeling grab you deep inside 
And send you reeling, where your love can't hide 
And then go stealing 
Through the moonlit nights with your lover 
Just let your love flow like a mountain stream 
And let your love grow with the smallest of dreams 
And let your love show 
And you'll know what I mean, it's the season 
Let your love fly like a bird on a wing 
And let your love bind you to all living things 
And let your love shine 
And you'll know what I mean, that's the reason 
There's a reason for the warm, sweet nights 
And there's a reason for the candle lights 
Must be the season 

READINGS     

Words from Scripture  

James 1:1-4  
This is probably the earliest of the New Testament letters written to a young church composed 
primarily of Jewish believers. The author is likely James, brother of Jesus. The letter is written to 
believers who wish to live their faith in a way that honors God. It is a helpful book for all who want to 
make Jesus center of our lives and honor him in all we do. And he writes: 

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that 
you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 

James 1:12 
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Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive 
the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 
Hebrews 12:2  

The author of this letter and its date is unknown. Like the letter of James it was probably written to 

predominantly Jewish believers:  

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything 

that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked 

out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he 

endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider 

him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

Contemporary Words   

Marie Curie a great scientist and double Nobel prize winner wrote: 
Life is not easy for any of us. But what of that? We must have perseverance and above all confidence 
in ourselves. We must believe that we are gifted for something and that this thing must be attained. 

From Thomas Carlyle a Scottish historian, writer, essayist, philosopher, mathematician and teacher: 
Permanence, perseverance and persistence in spite of all obstacles, discouragements, and 
impossibilities: It is this, that in all things distinguishes the strong soul from the weak. 

ANTHEM  Rejoice In The Lord Always 

REFLECTION  Its Always Too Soon to Quit 

HYMN  I the Lord of Sea and Sky VU #(509) 

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky 
I have heard my people cry 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
My hand will save 

I, who made the stars of night 
I will make their darkness bright 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 

Chorus: 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me 
I will hold your people in my heart 

2. I, the Lord of snow and rain 
I have borne my people's pain 

 2



I have wept for love of them 
They turn away 

I will break their hearts of stone 
Give them hearts for love alone 
Who will speak my word to them 
Whom shall I send? 

3. I, the Lord of wind and flame 
I will tend the poor and lame 
I will set a feast for them 
My hand will save 

Finest bread I will provide 
'Til their hearts be satisfied 
I will give my life to them 
Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me 
I will hold your people in my heart 

HONOURING OUR GIFTS    

God of abundant life, we offer our gifts with love in response to your great love for us. Fill us 
with the spirit of the risen Christ and inspire us to live in your way. Amen  

Little Gifts of New Life: Betty Smith 

DEDICATION PRAYER         
Loving God, 
bless our financial gifts and all the ways in which we give. 
May each of our gifts be a part of co-creating 
and tending to the love, safety, belonging, and dignity 
You envision for the world. Amen. 

A TIME OF PRAYER 

Creator of all, 
Today we add our indigenous fellow Canadians to our prayers as they cope with another tragic 
revelation in the discovery of the bodies of 215 children buried near a residential school in Kamloops. 
These children anonymous and unnamed and yet beloved sons and daughters, sisters, brothers, 
nieces and nephews who disappeared without ceremony or recognition as a result of misguided 
governmental and church policy. Souls who were deprived not only of the joy of living but of the 
opportunity of contributing to our country. Children who deserved to be mourned and grieved over 
and identified so they could be remembered with dignity.  We can’t understand how this could happen 
in our Canada. We wonder how we can possibly walk with our indigenous brothers and sisters in 
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suffering and grief and support the ongoing work of right relations to bring peace and justice.  We ask 
in Your Name that the affected families will find healing and find comfort through Your Love 

We thank you for all of our blessings- some we recognize and many we take for granted. We take a 
moment right now to silently express our gratitude for a blessing in our life be it a person, an event.  

For those who are feeling tired, discouraged, lethargic because of health or pandemic, for those 
coping with chronic medical issues, grant them the ability to be resilient and to persevere. We name 
them in the silence of our thoughts.  
Relationships are demanding at times and we ask that you grant us patience and wisdom in dealing 
with those circumstances.  
We place our self and these concerns in Your Hands, trusting you to look after all those things beyond 
the circle of our control. And committing ourselves to care for whatever is within that circle. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen        Richard Christmas 

Let us pray together as we have been taught: 

Our Father/Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. 
Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

St. David’s Congregational Meeting to approve the 2021/2022 Budget will be held via zoom after the 
service next week, on June 13.  We hope you will join us! 

HYMN We Are Marching (VU# 646) 

We Are Marching In The Light Of God 
We Are Marching In The Light Of God 
We Are Marching In The Light Of God 
We Are Marching In The Light Of God 
We Are Marching Marching 
We Are Marching Oh Oh 
We Are Marching In The Light Of God 
We Are Marching Marching 
We Are Marching Oh Oh 
We Are Marching In The Light Of God 
Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos', 
Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos'. 
Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos', 
Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos'. 

Siyahamba, hamba, siyahamba, hamba, Oh, Oh 
Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos'. 

 4



Siyahamba, hamba, siyahamba, hamba, Oh, Oh 
Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos'. 

We Are Living In The Love Of God 
We Are Living In The Love Of God 
We Are Living In The Love Of God 
We Are Living In The Love Of God 
We Are Living Living 
We Are Living Oh Oh 
We Are Living In The Love Of God 
We Are Living Living 
We Are Living Oh Oh 
We Are Living In The Love Of God 

    
SENDING FORTH         
In the last hour we have melded our communal spirit and faith knowing that each of us will make a 
difference to someone else through our action or prayer.  
We place our hope, and our lives in God. Your scripture tells us to finish our race, grant us the 
wisdom to discern what that race is and the perseverance to complete it. 
We let our love fly like a bird on a wing and we bind our love to all living things. 
Amen 

SUNG BLESSING Go Now In Peace (VU #964) 

POSTLUDE Cantata 147 Johann Sebastian Bach   (Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring)  
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	James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.

