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Ephesians 3:1-13 
 
Read Ephesians 3:1-13 out loud and share what stands out to you. 
 
Verses 6 and 8 are where Paul defines the mystery he keeps mentioning, namely, that God has 
made the Gentiles (non-Jews) full and equal heirs of the “riches of Christ”.  That means God has 
no favourite kids or special privileges reserved for a select few.  And that means the relationship 
with God that you admire in others is available to you as well. 

● Is that encouraging to you?  If not, why not?  Share with, and listen to each other’s 
reactions 

● If you agree the suggestions about what’s available to you, what would be the next step 
for you to take in pursuing that relationship with God and who could help you with it? 

 
 
Verse 10 suggests that the church is a display of God’s wisdom to everyone outside the church. 

● How does that strike you? 
● What kinds of things about the church would point to God’s wisdom? 
● How does that help you view your local church, or the church you left? 

 
 
All community involves the risk of being hurt—families, friends, co-workers, neighbours, teams, 
etc.  Why does it seem like it’s riskier in the church? 
 
 
The sermon suggested that we shouldn’t say “I’ve been hurt by the church”, since the church is 
the body of Christ, and we’d never say “I was hurt by Christ.”  Instead, we could say, “I’ve been 
hurt by some Christians” (after all, we wouldn’t say “I was hurt by Canada…”).  Christ and the 
church can’t really be separated (“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” [Acts 9:4]). 

● Maintaining this distinction may help those who’ve been hurt by others in the church (and 
who hasn’t?).  What other things have you found helpful in working through hurts or 
disappointment with others, especially Christian leaders or local churches? 

● Ephesians has a really high view of the church, but the author was well aware of the 
problems every local church faces.  How do you think he held those two things together? 

 
 
 


