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Theme: We are called to work with God as we grow. 
 
Text: Philippians 2:12-13 
 
Here’s a thought: Most of our growth takes place within three feet of another 
human being. 
 
There are different seasons of growth where we grow faster than other times. 
 
Paul was the founder of the church in Philippi. Imagine what it would have 
been like to be there with Paul as the pastor, when people and the church were 
growing quickly. 
 
Sometimes, growth slows and things grow quiet. God instills character in these 
quiet times. 
 
We have many trees on our acreage. Arbutus trees grow slowly but they are 
solid and strong. 
 
Philippians 2:12-13: 

12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed - not only in 
my presence, but now much more in my absence - continue to work out 
your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you 
to will and to act according to his good purpose. NIV 

 
In the latter part of verse 12 Paul tells the Philippians to work out their 
salvation with fear and trembling. There are different parts of salvation. To be 
saved from the penalty of sin is justification. 
 
Romans 5:1 - we have been justified by faith (past tense). 
 
There is another aspect of salvation called sanctification. This is heaven getting 
into us. This is being saved from the practice of sin. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:18 - to us who are being saved. 
 
Glorification is freedom from the presence of sin. 
 
1 Peter 1:3-9 - growing up. 
 
In this growth we become more like Jesus. 
 
“Working out” refers to kneading dough or to a farmer cultivating a field. We 



 

get to cooperate with God in our spiritual growth. 
 
Paul says to the Philippians he wants this process to continue while he is 
away. 
 
I enjoy walking the aisles of a bookstore and noting what kinds of books are 
available. There are many self-help books available. Paul is not talking about 
self-help. 
 
Galatians 3 - we are to live by faith and the Spirit not in our own strength. 
 
God provides us with the desire and power for spiritual growth. The Holy Spirit 
living in us gives us this desire and power for sanctification to happen. 
 
God wills and works for His good pleasure. He wants us to grow and to be like 
Jesus. 
 
Work out “your own” salvation. We tend to think of this individualistically, but 
as we look at the context of Philippians 2 this happens with the people around 
us. 
 
For example, see Philippians 2:14 - do all things without complaining. 
 
My growth is sandwiched in community. 
 
Most of our growth takes place within three feet of another human being. 
 
The incubator for rapid growth is in the trenches with other people. 
 
COVID-19 has caused us to distance ourselves from each other. How will we 
handle it as restrictions lift and things start to open up again? 
 
We are made for community. God has given us a natural desire to be together. 
 
If you feel you are in a dry, stale time be encouraged that the Lord has more for 
you. He gives you the desire and the power to change and grow. 


