
Personal Reflection & Growth Group Discussions 
Repentance & Lament 

2 Chron 7:11-22   &   James 4:1-10. 

 

(Choose the most appropriate questions below for discussion – you don’t need to do them all :) 

 

1. Discuss or consider anything in the passage or sermon that struck you. 

 

2. Share your own reaction to the news of the discovery of the 215 unmarked children’s graves on the 
grounds of the former Kamloops Indian Residential School. 

a) In what sense is it “our problem” and in what sense is it “not our problem?” 

b) The school was run by the Catholic Church.  Others were run by various protestant 
denominations.  How could/should we respond now? 

 

3. The injustices perpetrated on the First Nations people of Canada is just one example of how humans 
throughout history (and in the present) mistreat each other.  How do we make sure we do not even 
inadvertently become part of the problem? 

 

4. God speaks to Solomon after the dedication of the temple and says that when the people face his 
judgment for their sins, he will forgive them and heal them if they do four things (2 Chr 7:14).  What 
does it look like for us to do these today? 

 

5. Jesus insists that we make right with anyone we have wronged before we come to God in worship 
(Matt 5:23-24).  Discuss the place of restitution in the right worship of God. 

 

6. James gives a series of instructions about how we should deal with the consequences of our own 
sinfulness (Jas 4:7-10).  How might these apply when the wrong is done by a group we belong to (e.g. 
the church)?  Can you give an example of what it looks like? 

 

7. The people who designed and the people who implemented the Residential School policy thought 
they were doing a good thing.  Is there a way that they could have known or anticipated the harm 
that resulted?   

a) How do we make sure we do not fall into the trap of following wrong-headed ideas ourselves? 

 

 

Pray for each other, the church and the world. 



 


