
 



 

Devotion for June 8th – MONTH of MISSION 

 

You can find all five Marks of Mission here  -  
https://www.anglican.ca/ask/faq/marks-of-mission/  
 
Join us on Tuesday at 1pm with this Zoom link for the Spark Session where 
you can discuss the devotion and the topic of this Devotional.  
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85108746713?pwd=ejVLaUxFS0VsQlNlMDJRRVBuRGVBQT09  
Meeting ID: 851 0874 6713   Passcode: 175242 
 
 

DEVOTIONAL 
 
Mark of Mission #2  “To teach, baptize and nurture new believers”  
 
By Rev. Howard Thornton 
 

Every Easter morning Christians all over the world proclaim that Jesus has 
Risen from the dead.  We sing and shout and rejoice in the good news.  We 
respond to the words, “The Lord is Risen” by saying “He is risen indeed.  
Alleluia!” 
 

But I want you to consider for a moment that when Jesus had risen from the 
dead on that first Easter morning, He encountered a group of disciples who were 
defeated and disillusioned; just like us. 

He had forty days to prepare them for worldwide mission. 
June is the Month of Mission in the Diocese of Calgary.   
We are thinking and praying about the Mission of our Church.. 

 
Last week we looked at the beginning of the Great Commission from the 

Gospel of Matthew.   Jesus, having been crucified and died and laid to rest in a 
tomb, rose again from the dead, and 40 days later, just before he ascended into 
heaven, he gather his disciples together and says to them: “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations (Matthew 28:18, 19).   

https://www.anglican.ca/ask/faq/marks-of-mission/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85108746713?pwd=ejVLaUxFS0VsQlNlMDJRRVBuRGVBQT09


The first mark of mission is that people are so passionate about God, that they want 
to tell others about what they have found. 
 
Today we are looking at the second mark of a healthy church, a mission minded 
church.  These are the next words Jesus spoke at the Great Commission.  He 
commands us to: 
 
“Baptize them [the new disciples] in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you”  
(Matthew 28: 19, 20). 
For some time now, we (in the Anglican Church) seem to have forgotten that Jesus 
calls us to Baptize others.  In is an Anglican practice that is falling away. 
 
Total Number of Baptisms in the Anglican Church of Canada: 
1961 - 44,416     1981 - 23,334     2001 - 13,304     2017 - 5,411 

- That means we are performing 88% less baptisms than we did in 1961. 
 
Or look at Confirmations (our traditional discipleship course): 
1961 - 32,774     1981 - 15,021     2021 - 5,506…..2017 - 1,997 

- That’s a decline of over 30,000 confirmations. 
 

Or (last statistic before we turn to something a bit more encouraging); the rate in 
which people engage with the Anglican Church is falling.  Here are the attendance 
figures: 
1961 - 1,258,459      2001 - 641,845     2017 - 282,412 
 
Down almost 1 million members. 
 
When these statistics were made public one headline proclaimed, the Anglican 
Church in Canada will be “Gone by 2040.” 

These results have prompted feelings of fear, defeat and hopelessness in our 
Church and in other Churches across Canada. Are we all headed along the same 
trajectory?  Has the church ever before been in such a hopeless state? 
 

Well, remember that first Easter morning when Jesus’ disciples were filled 
with fear and defeat?   They were disheartened and disillusioned.  Just like us. 
 

But over the next 40 days Jesus pulled the disciples together, restored and 
empowered them to get them ready for His worldwide mission.  He started on the 
very day he rose from the dead. 



 
That same day two of Jesus’ followers were going to a village called Emmaus.  It 
was about seven miles from Jerusalem.  They were talking with each other about 
everything that had happened.  As they talked about those things, Jesus himself 
came up and walked along with them.  But God kept them from recognizing 
him. Jesus asked them, “What were you talking about as you walk along?” 
They stood still, and their faces were sad.  One of them named Cleopas said to 
Jesus, “Are you the only person visiting Jerusalem who doesn’t know?  Don’t you 
know about the things that have happened there in the last few days?” “What 
things?” Jesus asked, “About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.  “He was a 
prophet. He was powerful in what he said and did in the sight of God and all the 
people. The chief priests and our rulers handed Jesus over to be sentenced to 
death.  They nailed him to a cross. But we had hoped that he was the one who was 
going to set Israel free. Also, it is the third day since all this happened. Some of 
our women amazed us too.  Early this morning they went to the tomb. But they 
didn’t find his body.  So they came and told us what they had seen.  They saw 
angels, who said Jesus was alive.  Then some of our friends went to the tomb.  
They saw it was empty, just as the women had said. They didn’t see Jesus’ body 
there.”Jesus said to them, “How foolish you are!  How long it takes you to believe 
all that the prophets said!  Didn’t the Messiah have to suffer these things and then 
receive his glory?” Jesus explained to them what was said about himself in all the 
Scriptures.  He began with Moses and all the Prophets (Luke 24:13-27).  

When they arrived at Emmaus, they convinced him to have supper with 
them.  As Jesus broke the bread and blessed it and gave it to them they suddenly 
recognized Him.  And just as quickly, Jesus vanished from their sight.   
 

Then they said, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he was explaining 
the scriptures to us?  Lets return to Jerusalem.”  And so they did, and they found 
the other disciples and said to them,  “The Lord is Risen.  He is Risen indeed.  
Alleluia!” 
 

The disciples were defeated until they encountered the Risen Jesus.  They 
were filled with fear until they understood Jesus was alive.  They were 
disheartened, because they hadn’t really understood what Jesus had done for them.  
Even though they had heard the scriptures before they had trouble relating that to 
what Jesus had done for them on the cross.  That is how we feel today.   
 
 



1. When was the last time you tried to share your faith with someone?  What did 
you say?  How did it feel?  If you don’t remember sharing your faith with 
someone, please share your reasons.  

2. What holds you back from telling others about Jesus?   You are not alone.  
Some of the most common reasons are:  a) fear of rejection if I speak of my 
faith,  b) a lack of Gospel knowledge, “I just wouldn’t know what to say, c)  
Apathy - the Gospel is a private thing and I don’t think we should talk about 
it publicly, 

3. and d)  lack of recognition for the need to share.  If we don’t realize what a 
gift it is to have a good and loving relationship with Jesus it might not seem 
to matter if we share what we have with others.  

4. What would make you more confident in your faith that would help you tell 
others? 

 
 


