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IDEA PICTURE IMAGE 
In closing, I must mention, 

I witnessed bad successions: 

 Caused disruption 
 Tore down  
 Escalated conflict 

Be wary of wrong 
people/self filling 
vacancies 

Bear in mind, Elijah did not 
pick his successor 

God did the selecting Elijah’s merely 
anointed & trained 

A gap occurred when Jesus 
ascended to heaven 

After His resurrection He commissioned 
His disciples 

Carry on the mission of 
pointing people back to God 

That’s our mission today Thus, all Believers 
must CLOSE RANKS 

When gaps form within our 
ranks whether at church, 
home, neighborhood, … 

We CLOSE RANKS in the 
name of Jesus 

“Here am I O Lord, 
send me” 

When death comes - We 
CLOSE RANKS 

When vacancies occur - 
We CLOSE RANKS 

We mourn & We 
CLOSE RANKS 

With God’s guidance Whether mentoring like 
Elijah or learning like 
Elisha 

We step up 
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IDEA PICTURE IMAGE 
As with Elijah & Elisha & 
Jesus’ 12 disciples 

We too must carry on & 
point the way to God 

So the people may 
respond 

Jesus said, “The harvest truly 
is plenteous and the laborers 
are few. Pray ye therefore, … 

… the Lord of the 
harvest, that he will 
send forth …  

… laborers in his 
harvest.” (Mat 
9:37-38) 

We CLOSE RANKS until more 
help arrives 

Likewise, we don’t 
merely invite people 

We bring them 

In the meanwhile, we shore 
up the gaps 

We fill in the breach We CLOSE RANKS 

CLOSE RANKS mean more than 
filling in the gaps 

It means being an 
example like Elijah 

In preparing 
others 

We CLOSE RANKS when: 
 Come to the aid of others 
 Reach out to others 

 Strengthen them 
 Aid the weakest or 

most vulnerable 

 Promote unity 
 Pursue mission 

E.g., A former pastor grew 
too ill to continue 

I was asked to fill-in 
while he recovered 

I felt ill-equipped 
but had gleaned 

I may have not received a 
double portion of the spirit 

Did receive enough to 
carry on 

I would want the 
same if reversed 

If God redeploys me to 
another location or sends a 
fiery chariot for me 

I hope to God the next 
person is willing and 
able 

To step in & keep 
things moving 
forward 

Are you preparing yourself to 
be somebody’s backup? 

Are you equipping 
yourself for the battle 

W/ whole armor 
of God 

Equipped with the WORD = 
Sword 

Protected with FAITH = 
shield 

Girded with 
TRUTH = belt 

Covered head w/ SALVATION 
= helmet 

Shod feet w/ GOSPEL 
OF PEACE – spreading 
the Good News 

Be equipped with 
whole armor of 
God 

Are improving in the use of 
your sword = WORD OF GOD? 

What is your state of 
readiness? 

What’s your level 
of willingness? 
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In 2Ki 2:8-12 Elijah asked 
Elisha what he desired at 
Elijah’s departure 

The reply: a double 
portion of the spirit 

Then, Elisha saw 
fiery chariot lift 
Elijah into heaven 

2 Kings 2:13–14 (KJV 1900) 
13 He took up also the mantle 
of Elijah that fell from him, 
and went back, and stood by 
the bank of Jordan; 14 And he 
took the mantle of Elijah 

that fell from him, and 
smote the waters, and 
said, Where is the Lord 
God of Elijah? and when 
he also had smitten the 
waters, they parted  

hither and thither: 
and Elisha went 
over. 

What began w/ mantel 
thrusted on his shoulders (1Ki 
19:19) 

Served as confirmation 
(2Ki 14) 

This story of 
succession is 
helpful today 

Elijah’s departure left a gap  His mission to turn the 
people back to God 

Continued w/ 
Elisha’s ministry 

TAKE NOTE: Every local 
church has gaps 

The congregation must 
CLOSE RANKS 

As God appoints 
the successor 

Conditions for successful 
transition – Mentor (Elijah) 

1. Obedience to God 
2. Selflessness to 

instruct 

3. Willfulness to 
sunset 

Elijah help prepare Elisha by 
follow God’s commands 

Modeled the right 
response to the call 

Surrendered the 
mantel 

Are you preparing yourselves 
to fill potential/existing gaps? 

Or preparing others as 
well? 

Or filling a gap 
now? 

Conditions for successful 
transition – Protégé (Elisha) 

1. Willfulness to follow  
2. Family preparation 

3. Patience to 
wait & glean 

Thus, Elisha followed Elijah Ministered to Elijah Awaited his turn 
Again, every church has gaps 
in the ranks 

People come & go for 
various reasons 

Some called away 
to another site 

Some were wounded & 
departed to heal 

Some abandoned their 
post 

Some passed away 
after fighting well 

How the remaining members 
respond can help or harm 

When Jesus departed to 
sit at righthand of God 

He left disciples 
to carry on 
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Title: CLOSE RANKS 

PRAY 
Today’s story = succession of 
a prophet by his protégé 

I could have cited others e.g.: 

 David succeed’g King 
Saul 

 Solomon succeed’g 
King David 

 Jesus 
succeed’g all 
kings 

However, today’s focus 
involves 

Prophet Elijah & his 
protégé Elisha 

Permit me to tell 
the story 

The Prophet Elijah from the 
village Tishbe is called by 
God to warn the Northern 
Kingdom called Israel 

To overturn the worship 
of false gods 

Anoint 2 kings & protégé  

Elijah = “My God 
Is Yahweh” 

Grandson w/ same 

Aptly named in era where 
Israel adopted false gods 

Mission: to cause people 
to return to true God 

Viewed as >>> OT 
prophet 

OT&NT Ref’s: 1Ki 17-19; 21; 
2Ki 1-2; 2 Chr 21; Mal 4; Mat 
11, 16, 17, 27; Lk 1 & 4 Jn 
1; Rom 11; & Jam 5 

It is he who appears w/ 
Moses & Jesus on Mt of 
Transfiguration 

He rebuked kings 
at God’s command 

Performed miracles like: 
 3yr drought & then rain 
 Provisions for widow & son 
 Raised widow’s dead son  

Elijah’s victories: 
 Outnumbered 450:1 
 Fire from heaven vs. 

prophets of Baal 

Let’s revisit the 
focal passages for 
today’s sermon 

Commanded to anoint Elisha 
to be prophet in thy room 
(1Ki 19:16) 

The son of Shaphat of 
Abel-meholah 

Elisha = God Is Gracious 
(Israel) OR God Is 
Salvation (Hebrew) 

Anointed to be 
Elijah’s 
replacement 

Elisha asked to say goodbye 
to parents 1st  

An indication of “honor 
thy father & mother” 

& followed Elijah 
& ministered 

While ministering was being 
prepared for the succession 

As the time for 
transition was at hand 

A question is asked 
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IDEA PICTURE IMAGE 
OPENING: Thank you Overseer Blaine Hackett for the opportunity to preach 
today. Your confidence in me while you are on vacation is truly humbling. 
The title of today’s message is inspired by the recent passing of your 
beloved Rev. Michele Price (CLOSE RANKS). The content is inspired by God 
and related to the gap now at St. John AM Church. When gaps occur, we the 
remnants who mourn, must continue fighting the good fight of faith. 

Truth is, when a valued, beloved person passes away, a void is often left 
behind in families, in communities, and even in the church. There’s a period 
of shatter and disconnect. If this were on the battlefield, the commanding 
officer would order the troops to CLOSE RANKS. Why? Because gaps make it 
easier for the enemy to penetrate and destroy. The enemy is busy. 

Skirmishes are occurring all over the world. Israelites vs. Palestinians, 
Russians vs. Ukrainians, Republicans vs. Democrats, Blacks vs. Whites, Blue 
Lives Matter proponents vs. Black Lives Matter activists. Real conflicts, but 
the ultimate battle is spiritual warfare. We don’t wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but dark, evil forces (ref. Eph 6).  

So, when we lose a soldier of light due to a skirmish or natural causes, we 
who remain must close the gap, fill-in the breach, CLOSE RANKS. Turn to… 
SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19–21 (KJV 1900) 15 And the Lord 
said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and 
when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria: 16 And Jehu the son of 
Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat 
of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room.  

19 So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was 
plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth: and 
Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle upon him. 20 And he left the oxen, 
and ran after Elijah, and said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my 
mother, and then I will follow thee. And he said unto him, Go back again: for 
what have I done to thee? 21 And he returned back from him, and took a yoke 
of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the 
oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did eat. Then he arose, and went 
after Elijah, and ministered unto him. 
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TEXT: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21  

CIT (Central Idea of the Text): God’s response to fill the gap  

THESIS (Sermon Focus):  Our cooperation in filling the gap   

GENERAL OBJECTIVE (Original):  To chronicle a ministry continuation  

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE (Today’s):  To emphasize ministry continuance  

BODY SIGNPOSTS: 

1. SCRIPTURE: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19–21 

2. APPLICATION: Gaps form in ministry as people depart, become ill, or 
even pass away. Needed are godly mentors and both willing and 
prepared successors, guided by God to fill the gap so ministry may 
advance. 

3. BENEDICTION: Jude 1:24 

4. REFERENCES: Holy Bible1; The Bible Knowledge Commentary2; ESV 
Study Bible3; Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary4; Holman KJV 
Study Bible5; The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges6; The 
Pulpit Commentary7 

  

 
1 The Holy Bible: King James Version, Electronic Edition of the 1900 Authorized Version. 
(Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 2009), Ro 8:26. 
2Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-c1985). The Bible 
knowledge commentary : An exposition of the scriptures (1:888). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
3 Crossway Bibles. (2008). The ESV Study Bible (959). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
4 Merriam-Webster, I. (1996). Merriam-Webster's collegiate dictionary. (10th ed.). 
Springfield, Mass., U.S.A.: Merriam-Webster. 
5 Holman KJV Study Bible. Nashville, TN, Holman Bible Publishers, 2012. 
6 H. C. G. Moule, The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1891). 
7 H. D. M. Spence-Jones, ed., Genesis, The Pulpit Commentary (London; New York: Funk & 
Wagnalls Company, 1909), 67. 


