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3:20 and the crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat. 
 
3:21 When [Jesus’] family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, "He 
has gone out of his mind." 
 
3:22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, "He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler 
of the demons he casts out demons." 
 
3:23 And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, "How can Satan cast out Satan? 
 
3:24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 
 
3:25 And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 
 
3:26 And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has 
come. 
 
3:27 But no one can enter a strong man's house and plunder his property without first tying up 
the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered. 
 
3:28 "Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; 
 
3:29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of 
an eternal sin"-- 
 
3:30 for they had said, "He has an unclean spirit." 
 
3:31 Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called 
him. 
 
3:32 A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, "Your mother and your brothers and 
sisters are outside, asking for you." 
 
3:33 And he replied, "Who are my mother and my brothers?" 
 
3:34 And looking at those who sat around him, he said, "Here are my mother and my brothers! 
 
3:35 Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother." 
 
 



 
Friends, today I am very aware that I come to this gospel text with the newspaper in one hand, 
the bible in the other, and an acute awareness of my own power and privilege.  
 
So be suspicious – always be suspicious.  
 
For is no such thing as objective detachment rather we must always interpret the interpreter – 
for we bring bias, pre-understandings - we come from social classes and have political 
commitments.  
 
Biblical interpretation is dangerous, especially when it gets into the hands of those in power.  
As a privileged white person, I am by virtue of my position in society reading Mark’s gospel 
from the site of ‘empire’ – meaning that I have been born into the imperial promise of a 
comfortable metropolitan existence.  
 
As a South African privileged white woman from a Baptist upbringing, I must admit my fear and 
trepidation in approaching the sermon today.  
For I come holding my own power and privilege in one hand and a heavy heart at the 
announcement of chief Kukpi (Rosanne) Casimir, Chief of the Tke̓ mlúps te Secwépemc 
(pronounced: T'kamloops T'swepm(u)c) in the other.  
 
She wrote in her statement on May 31st, 2021:  
 
“We have heard from many survivors, from our own community and beyond. They are finally 
being heard after so many years of silence and disbelief about the deaths of children in the 
residential schools. No words are sufficient to express the comfort and love we wish to extend 
to survivors and intergenerational survivors. We see you, we love you, and we believe you.” 
 
 
Speaking out a truth that is unpopular, that challenges the powerful, is a courageous act.  
And I want to take this time to hold a moment of silence to remember the many children who 
died and those who are still unaccounted for… 
AND to honour the First nations of Canada who have held onto their truth for so long.   
 
(A minute of silence) 
 
Thank you.  
 
 
The way and wisdom of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection - is a call to the faithful resistance 
of evil in history.  
 
 



We read today in Mark’s gospel of Jesus entering into his first ideological battle with the 
religious authorities of his day. Those with power, some of whom wielded their power against 
the poor, the widowed, the foreigners. 
 
I am grateful today for the scholarship and writing of Ched Myers. 
 
So Just after Jesus has called his final disciples, he continues his teaching as a freelance Rabbi. 
 
And Mark sets up a sandwich of accusation, a classic Mark form. 
We read at the beginning and the end of this passage about Jesus’ family – his mother, brothers 
and sisters believed that he had gone too far with his mission – moving from that rewarded 
place of mediocrity to the extremist position that makes everyone unsettled and nervous. 
 
And then in the middle – sandwiched for emphasis and comparison – a charge from the 
powerful religious authorities of his day.  
 
The Jerusalem Scribes of the first century lead with the charge against Jesus that he is 
possessed. Now these scribes were an exclusive class of sages who enjoyed privilege by reason 
of their engaging in study of Torah and maintained considerable social power and prestige.  
The ‘tenured professors’ of the Temple. 
 
Now imagine – when a group this powerful names a teacher evil. Or a heritic. 
Or deliberate defamation of character. 
 
In this time in history - “Witchcraft accusations represent a distancing strategy which seeks to 
discredit, sever and deny links.”  
 
We still do it today - when the ruling class feels threatened it tries to neutralize challengers by 
identifying them with evil.  
 
Friends, it’s a way that we dismiss the voice of challengers to a system that is comfortable for 
us. It is so easy to do.  
At its most basic level – it’s when someone gives an opposite remark and in our minds (our 
inside voice) we utter – ‘idiot’. 
Or when we repeat a story to a friend about what someone in opposition said to us, and we 
accuse the person of being ‘nuts’ or ‘crazy’ to protect our viewpoint and the status quo.  
 
It is subtle.  
 
And it is dangerous when we block hearing other perspectives - particular marginalized ones.  
It is a technique that dismisses and silences.  
And on a personal or societal level, when individuals are silenced, it can be tragic. Isn’t it? 
 



The way and wisdom of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection - is a call to the faithful resistance 
of evil in history.  
 
So… Jesus counters this with a riddle and a parable:  
 
In the riddle he cleverly compares the structures of the religious order of the time with evil.  

- How can Satan exorcise Satan?  
- How can a kingdom or house be divided?  

§ The Davidic State – also called the Kingdom;  
§ And the temple – also called the house. 
§ Paralleled with the actions of evil incarnate. 

 
And a parable of tying up or binding the Strong One.  

§ It is a Multi-layered parable – as all wisdom teachings are. 
§ Cleverly complex with ever deepening meanings.  
§ At first hearing, this parable seems to be talking about Jesus, as the 

prophetic voice, who will pillage or dismantle the corrupt religious and 
political authorities who seek only to maintain their own power on the 
backs of others. 

§ But on second reading we realize that the only people who are bound in 
the Gospel are the righteous ones: John the Baptist (6:17), Jesus (15:1) 
and Barrabbas (15:7) 

§ This is the beginning of the binding of Jesus, but this strong man cannot 
be bound.  
 

There is a cost to stand up for what you think is right. 
_______ 
 
This week I listened to a podcast, interviewing the Australian Anglican Bishop George Browning 
about his book: “Not helpful: tales from a truth teller” 
 

See: https://omny.fm/shows/on-the-way/following-jesus-in-unhelpful-ways 
 
He describes an instance where in a public address – he spoke freely about some of the 
atrocities in Australia concerning Aboriginal peoples.  
 
And the next day he was called into his MP’s office and asked: “Did you know what you said 
yesterday upset the Prime Minister?”  
And his response was: Well no, but if I did know, why would that worry me? 
To which the MP replied: What you said was not helpful.  
 
And he went on to write a book called: Not helpful: tales from a truth teller.  
 
 



In it he writes:  
“Truth is a two-edged sword. When embraced, it is transformative. However, where advantage 
and privilege are fiercely protected, as is often the case in the day-to-day minutiae of politics, 
truth is almost always an unhelpful intrusion, threatening self-interest and power” 
 
 
The way and wisdom of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection - is a call to the faithful resistance 
of evil in history.  
 
 

- When	have	I	in	my	arrogance,	dismissed	and	not	listened	to	the	horrors	of	others’	
experience	because	it	makes	me	uncomfortable?	
	

- When	have	I	in	my	privilege,	chosen	a	particular	political	viewpoint	out	of	fear	of	losing	
my	status,	and	not	stood	up	for	those	who	need	more	than	I?		
	

	
 
And there is an invitation before us in the wake of the Kamloops tragedy.  
	
Bishop	John	wrote	a	letter	to	us	in	the	Diocese	of	New	Westminster	which	I	must	read	to	
you	now,	and	with	this	I	end:	
	
The	reporting	of	horrors	of	abuse	and	brutality	at	Residential	Schools	is	not	new	to	us	but	this	
burial	site	has	brought	into	sharp	focus	the	structural	disrespect,	cultural	violence	and	cruelty	
that	took	place	on	a	regular	basis.	We	cannot	ignore	that	two	hundred	and	fifteen	children	were	
buried	without	markers,	without	notification	to	families	and	likely	little	or	no	ritual	or	
ceremony	of	burial.	How	are	we	able	to	respond	with	so	many	emotions	swirling	around	and	
within	us?	
	
It	is	a	difficult	but	painful	truth	that	some	of	those	children	were	potentially	baptized	in	the	
Anglican	Church	and	quite	possibly	in	our	Diocese	of	New	Westminster.	We	have	a	connection	
to	this	ghastly	discovery,	much	as	it	might	shock	us	to	understand	that.	
	
A	journey	is	taken	one	step	at	a	time	and	the	journey	of	reconciliation	is	a	lifetime	pilgrimage,	
not	something	soon	done	and	finished.	We	are	on	that	journey	and	we	must	seek	ways	to	
continue	and	never	give	up.	
	
On	August	6,	1993,	the	then-Primate	of	the	Anglican	Church	of	Canada,	Archbishop	Michael	
Peers,	said	this	to	Indigenous	people	of	Canada:	
	

“I	accept	and	I	confess	before	God	and	you,	our	failures	in	the	residential	schools.	We	
failed	you.	We	failed	ourselves.	We	failed	God.	I	am	sorry,	more	than	I	can	say,	that	we	
were	part	of	a	system	which	took	you	and	your	children	from	home	and	family.	I	am	
sorry,	more	than	I	can	say,	that	we	tried	to	remake	you	in	our	image,	taking	from	you	



your	language	and	the	signs	of	your	identity.	I	am	sorry,	more	than	I	can	say,	that	in	our	
schools	so	many	were	abused	physically,	sexually,	culturally	and	emotionally.”	

	
On	July	12,	2019,	the	Primate	of	that	time,	Archbishop	Fred	Hiltz	said	this:	
	

“I	confess	our	sin	in	failing	to	acknowledge	that	as	First	Peoples	living	here	for	
thousands	of	years,	you	had	a	spiritual	relationship	with	the	Creator	and	with	the	
Land....	I	confess	our	sin	in	demonizing	Indigenous	spiritualities,	and	in	belittling	the	
traditional	teachings	of	your	Grandmothers	and	Grandfathers	preserved	and	passed	on	
through	the	elders.	I	confess	the	sin	of	our	arrogance	in	dismissing	Indigenous	
Spiritualities	and	disciplines	as	incompatible	with	the	Gospel	of	Jesus,	and	insisting	that	
there	is	no	place	for	them	in	Christian	Worship.	I	confess	our	sin	in	acts	such	as	
smothering	the	smudges,	forbidding	the	pipes,	stopping	the	drums,	hiding	the	masks,	
destroying	the	totem	poles,	silencing	the	songs,	stilling	the	dances,	and	banning	the	
potlatches.	With	deep	remorse,	I	acknowledge	the	intergenerational	spiritual	harm	
caused	by	our	actions.	I	confess	our	sin	in	declaring	the	teachings	of	the	medicine	wheel	
to	be	pagan	and	primitive.	I	confess	our	sin	in	robbing	your	children	and	youth	of	the	
opportunity	to	know	their	spiritual	ancestry	and	the	great	wealth	of	its	wisdom	and	
guidance	for	living	in	a	good	way	with	the	Creator,	the	land	and	all	peoples.	For	such	
shameful	behaviours,	I	am	very	sorry.”	

	
Those	are	the	words	of	two	former	primates	of	our	Anglican	Church,	words	that	have	much	to	
offer	us	now.	But	at	a	time	like	this	we	need	to	listen	deeply	and	intently	and	hear	from	
Indigenous	voices,	not	only	from	settlers.	
	
Archbishop	Mark	MacDonald,	National	Indigenous	Archbishop	recently	said	this:	
	

“I	once	heard	someone	say	that	Jesus,	who	died	on	the	Cross,	also	died	in	the	Holocaust.	
If	that	is	true,	they	will	find	him	among	those	children	(buried	in	Kamloops).	But	we	
who	have	seen	him	die	on	the	Cross	and	suffer	with	us,	know	that	this	is	not	the	end	of	
the	story.	He	came	back	to	us	whole	and	sound,	in	a	Resurrection	body,	from	the	World	
to	Come.	A	world	that	he	said	we	could	start	living	in	now,	through	love,	through	prayer,	
through	the	Sacred	Circle,	and	through	his	Body	and	Blood.	His	justice,	his	truth,	his	
love,	is	walking	in	us,	and	through	us,	towards	that	day	and	we	have	seen	it.	It	will	rise,	
is	rising,	with	those	children	and	with	a	truth	that	could	not	be	hidden.”	
	

This	is	a	time	to	listen.	To	listen	to	the	voices	of	First	Nations,	Inuit	and	Métis	peoples.	To	listen	
to	their	pain,	their	truths,	their	voices,	their	understanding.	To	listen	to	how	we	live	into	
reconciliation	not	with	words	alone	but	actions	that	build	hope	and	compassion	and	new	life.		
	
To	listen	and	find	a	way	to	keep	moving	forward	on	this	path	to	reconciliation.	Chief	Robert	
Joseph	once	said,	“True	reconciliation,	fundamentally,	is	about	relationships.	It	means	that	you	
and	I	can	coexist	in	mutual	respect	and	all	of	us	can	afford	each	other	dignity.”		
	
May	we	live	into	this	hope,	aware	of	the	harm	and	violence	that	has	taken	place	but	seeking	
true	reconciliation	by	listening	and	responding	with	action.	
	
	



With	this	in	mind	Kukpi7,	Rosanne	Casimir,		
(Chief	of	the	Tke̓ mlúps te Secwépemc pronounced:	T'kamloops T'swepm(u)c))		
	
On	May	31st	Media	Release	urges…	
	

“all	Canadians	to	reacquaint	themselves	with	the	Truth	and	Reconciliation	Commission	
Final	Report	and	Calls	to	Action–upholding	the	heavy	lifting	already	done	by	the	
survivors,	intergenerational	survivors,	and	the	TRC.	In	addition,	to	show	your	solidarity,	
we	encourage	you	to	wear	an	orange	shirt	and	start	conversations	with	your	
neighbours	about	why	you	are	doing	so”	

	
May	God	guide	us	to	move	forward	in	ways	that	honour	renewed	relationships	and	with	
determination	that	there	must	be	a	change	in	how	we	share	this	land	with	Indigenous	people,	
how	we	uphold	with	respect	and	resolve	the	United	Nations	Declaration	on	the	Rights	of	
Indigenous	Peoples,	the	Truth	and	Reconciliation	Commission	of	this	country,	the	Anglican	
Council	of	Indigenous	Peoples,	Residential	School	survivors	and	those	who	have	much	to	teach	
us	about	living	out	the	gospel	of	grace	and	love.	
	
May	God’s	blessing	be	on	all	of	us	in	this	crucial	time	in	the	history	of	this	church	and	this	
country	of	Canada.	
	
Bishop	John	Stephens	
	
	
A call to the faithful resistance of evil in history.  
Amen	
	
Link	to	the	full	letter	here:		

https://churchos-uploads.s3.amazonaws.com/2021/06/04/10/43/09/3e81b444-
b1cf-4098-a08b-4f1d5ba29424/06-02-
2021%20Pastoral%20Letter%20III%20full%20text%20with%20links.pdf	

	
 


