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Seasons of the Spirit 
is based on semi-

continuous readings of the Revised 
Common Lectionary.

Lection Connection 
links current events 
with this week’s 
scriptures. Go to www.
seasonsonline.ca and 
click on  the link.  

Unexpected Vulnerability
Leadership is a daunting task. Responsibility upon responsibility is overwhelming, and the desire 
to accomplish often threatens what is best for those whom we lead. It is natural to look at the 
examples of our heroes, but authentic leadership comes when the Holy Spirit guides us. Leadership 
is redefined when we follow first. 

2 Corinthians 4:13–5:1 What does it 
mean that we “carry Jesus’ death around 
in our bodies so that Jesus’ life is also seen 
in our bodies?” (2 Corinthians. 4:10, CEB) 
Certainly, there is much to unpack even from 
that single verse, but perhaps it is in part an 
expression of Christ’s leadership from within. 
As the psalmist sings of God’s willingness to 
enter the depths of our despair, so, too, does 
God enter our very souls, guiding us in and 
toward life. In dying to ourselves, we are 
raised in Christ so that the Spirit of God leads 
in all we do.

Mark 3:20–35 The dinner table is 
crowded, that one person is stirring the pot 
again by talking about politics and religion, 
and the family is embarrassed! Only here, that 
person is Jesus, and the discussion focusses 
on the reign of God. Jesus leads by teaching, 
and it points to his divinity. Jesus’ discourse 
on blaspheming the Holy Spirit connects the 
person of Jesus to the Spirit of God. From 
this, Jesus says that all who do the will of 
God are his family, not only those with whom 
he was raised. This larger circle indicates a 
willingness to disrupt human constructs and 
boundaries for the sake of a picture of the 
reign of God that includes all people. Again, 
we are presented with an example of God’s 
Spirit leading in ways that are subversive to 
human expectations.

• • • • •
The mark of God’s leadership seems to be 
a reversal of human ways. What does that 
reveal about your perspectives on leadership? 
Where do you see God’s upside-down work 
in the world?

Focus scripture
1 Samuel 8:4–11, 

(12–15), 16–20, 
(11:14–15)

Additional scriptures
Psalm 138
2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1
Mark 3:20–35

Almighty God, 
help us to follow 
you more closely. 
Grant us patience, 
grace, and mercy, 
and grant that we 
extend the same. 
In your Holy Spirit 
that lights the 
rockiest of paths, 
we pray. Amen.
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Israel is in a tenuous position; she is at odds 
with the waning, but current, leadership – and 
with God. The populist movement seeks to 
follow the pattern set forth by the surround-
ing nations. Despite Israel’s rejection of God’s 
plan for leading them, grace is extended. The 
people get their way, though God delivers a 
warning through Samuel. A king is chosen, 
and Israel moves forward as a monarchy.

The times are changing. The leaders have 
agreed that the government must change 
and have chosen a revolution of sorts against 
the existing order. For those living through 
moments of change, fear, anxiety, and 
insecurity often live side-by-side with hope 
and excitement. In this way, this change in 
Israel’s history is no different than any other. 
It comes for better or worse; often, it is both.

Though the united monarchy does not 
appear to be God’s initial plan, God allows its 
creation and, working through it, eventually 
anoints David from whose lineage comes 
Jesus.

In contrast to the selection from 1 Samuel, 
Psalm 138 praises God’s divine leadership. 
Through it, the psalmist rejoices in God’s 
unwavering guidance through every aspect 
of life. The psalm sheds light on the nature of 
God’s leadership through notes also heard in 
the Magnificat (Luke 1:46–55) and Psalm 23. 

God turns human social order on its head 
and is in the trenches when the walls are so 
high that to see over them is but a dream. 
God’s model of leadership is from the ground 
up. This is not consistent with human forms 
of control.

Focus scripture: 1 Samuel 8:4–11, (12–15), 16–20, (11:14–15)

www.seasonsonline.ca
www.seasonsonline.ca
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Before the session
q	 Read and prayerfully reflect on this 

week’s focus scripture, 1 Samuel 8:4–11, 
(12–15), 16–20, (11:14–15), and biblical 
background material (p. 11).

q	 Set a worship space with green cloth, 
candle, offering basket, Bible with 
bookmark placed in focus passage.  

q	 Bring basic supply kit (p. 2), matches, 
candle snuffer, and, if possible, Seasons 
Songbook (Volume 7), Seasons Music CD 
(Volume 7), and CD or MP3 player; 
downloadable sheet music and MP3 
recordings are available at www.
seasonsonline.ca.

Gather
q	 Bring a small bell or “singing bowl.”

q	 Bring, if possible, the “Circle Song” (p. 10 
in Seasons Songbook, Vol. 7; #11 on Seasons 
Music CD, Vol. 7).

Engage
q	 Bring this week’s resource sheet  

“We Want a King.” 

q	 Research group: copies of section “Who 
does what?” (p. 15)

The Focus for Ages 5–12

Children as young as five and six years 
old have an understanding of what it 
means to be a leader. Younger children 

in this age group are still developing their 
listening skills. They may be joining teams 
or other groups where they have to listen 
carefully to instructions or coaching. Older 
children in this age group are beginning to 
experience the leadership of their peers at 
school and in the community. Whether it is 
the division of labour among siblings com-
pleting a weekend’s chores, or the shared 
workload of a group project at school, many 
children in your group will be having expe-
riences both of leading their peers and being 
led by other children. Sooner or later, this may 
include experiences where work is unfairly 
distributed among the group, or where one in 
a position to do so takes advantage of a lead-
ership role unfairly.

 In this week’s scripture reading we 
explore a story of listening and of leader-
ship. Children will hear about Samuel who 
listens well and about the elders who are 
impatient in their listening and want what 
they want when they want it. Older children 
in this age group probably have ideas of how 
things should be done, and enjoy exercising 
their decision-making powers. Your encour-
agement and willingness to include their 
ideas can help them develop their ability to 
plan activities and set goals. Pray for the chil-
dren in the group, that each will know that 
they will be listened to with respect, and that 
the group will be a place where leadership is 
expressed with kindness and fairness.

Respond
Choose one or more of the following 
activities and bring materials to set up the 
chosen zones.

q	 Drama zone: copies of this week’s 
resource sheet “Drama”

q	 Craft zone: assorted colours of yarn, pipe 
cleaners (cut in half)

q	 Game zone: envelopes, resource sheet 
“What Makes a Great Leader?”; follow 
preparation instructions

q	 Art zone: mural paper, art supplies 
(pastels, paints and brushes, used 
magazine with lots of photos)

Bless
q	 Bring resource sheet “Sign Language”  

(p. 117).

q	 Bring, if possible, “p. 26 in Seasons 
Songbook, Vol. 7; #19 on Seasons Music CD, 
Vol. 7).

q	 Bring copies of resource sheet  
“Letter to Families” (p. 115) for 
newcomers.

Prepare

June 6, 2021
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Unexpected Vulnerability

Welcome the children as they arrive. Introduce 
newcomers to the group. 

Call to gather Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as 
a signal to gather in the worship space. Invite 
a child to light the candle. Point out the green 
cloth, the colour for the Season after Pentecost. 
It reminds us of growing – both in the natural 
world and in our own lives.

Sing, if possible, the “Circle Song” (p. 10 in Sea-
sons Songbook, Vol. 7; #11 on Seasons Music CD, 
Vol. 7).

Pray the following prayer, inviting children to 
respond with the phrase, “Thank you, God.”

For this time to be together we say, Thank 
you, God.
For our friends and family we say, Thank 
you, God.
For our church family, we say, Thank you, 
God. Amen. 

Receive the offering. Extinguish the candle to 
signal that the opening ritual has ended.

Connecting with the focus
Lead the group members in a game of “Follow the 
Leader” (either with movement or facial expres-
sions). Encourage all who wish to take turns as 
Leader with the rest of the group as Followers. 
After the game discuss together which actions 
were easy to follow and which ones where 
harder. What made the difference? Explain that 
in today’s Bible story the people of Israel made 
a choice about what kind of leader they wanted 
to follow.

FOCUS To explore listening and leadership in a story about Samuel

June 6, 2021

Gather

Scripture 

1 Samuel 8:4–11, 
(12–15), 16–20, 
(11:14–15)

Engage
Preparing for the story
Invite a child to bring the Bible from the wor-
ship table and use the bookmark to open it to 
this week’s focus passage. Explain that there 
are two books in the Bible that describe the life 
of Samuel, an important leader of the people of 
Israel, and tell stories about the people of Israel 
and their kings. 

The Bible story
Use the resource sheet “We Want a King” to tell 
the story based on 1 Samuel 8:4–11, (12–15), 
16–20, (11:14–15).

n	 What reasons do the people give for wanting 
a king?

n	 What did Samuel say to try and talk the 
people out of wanting a king?

Invite children to imagine that they are Samuel, 
listening to God and to the people. 

n	 What was different about the way Samuel lis-
tened and the way the people listened?

Then invite them to imagine that they are Saul 
listening to the people asking him to be king. 

n	 What do you think Saul might be feeling as he 
becomes the king?

Exploring the story further 
(To enable the children to explore the scripture reading 
further, according to their own interests and abilities, 
explain the two options and have each child select one.)

Listening group (for younger children) Invite 
children to sit quietly and listen. What do they 
hear? What are some things they love to listen 
to? What are some of the things that help us to 
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resource sheet “What Makes a Great Leader?” 
to name the most important qualities for a 
leader. How could your group use these quali-
ties to be leaders in their community and the 
church?

q	 Art zone: Gallery The people of Israel saw much 
to admire in the kings who led other nations. 
In our own lives, we may have many mentors, 
coaches, teachers, and advisors that we respect 
and admire. Encourage group members to 
name some special leaders in their lives. Dis-
cuss together what makes those individuals 
great leaders. Then have them use the art sup-
plies to create collages of images of words that 
describe a good leader. Create a gallery of the 
collages.

q	 Dialogue zone: The people of Israel 
wanted the leadership of a king. Form 
two groups: monarchs or rulers (i.e., 
kings or queens), and citizens. Have the groups 
create a “dialogue” between the people and 
the rulers (with costumes if desired), discuss-
ing issues such as community safety, homes, 
enough food, and care for the earth. Where do 
the people and the ruler agree? Where do they 
disagree? Encourage all to participate in the 
discussion. 

q	 Drama zone: Skit Acting out a story 
brings it to life and helps us remem-
ber what we learned. Becoming a 
story character helps us practice our 
listening skills. Distribute copies of 
the resource sheet “Drama” and invite volun-
teers to present the skit. Then invite children 
to create their own skits: form pairs to role play 
situations such as listening to a parent or to a 
coach or other instructor. Present skits for each 
other. 

q	 Craft zone: Reminder tassels (for younger chil-
dren) Invite children to make tassels for their 
shoes as reminders that, like Samuel, we are 
called to listen to God. Have them choose col-
ours of yarn and cut these into twelve 20 cm/ 
8 in lengths, tying a small knot at both ends 
of each piece; lay these lengths together, place 
a piece of pipe cleaner across, and fold the 
lengths of yarn in half across it. Twist tightly 
the ends of the pipe cleaner to grip the yarn; 
cut another length of yarn and wrap it around 
the tassel just below the chenille and tie ends 
together. Repeat to make a second tassel each 
and have them attach these to their shoelaces 
using the pipe cleaners.

q	 Game zone: Leader qualities (for older chil-
dren) God knew that people needed special 
skills to become leaders such as kings. Review 
the instructions for playing the game on the 

listen? Sometimes God can speak to us when we 
listen to people who want to help us. Who are 
some people, like Samuel, who can help us listen 
to God?
Research group (for older children) Remind the 
group that Samuel was a prophet and a judge. As 
a judge he had different kinds of jobs. Distribute 
copies of the section “Who does what?” (p. 15) and 
have participants fill in the check marks. Which 
people today are acting as both prophet and chief-
tain in their job?

Reporting Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as a 
signal to gather as a whole group again. Invite 
each group to share responses to the last question 
discussed together.

The Bible story and us
Samuel listened to the people and listened to God. 

n	 What are some places where we can be quiet to 
listen to God? 

Samuel also helped the people to find someone to 
be the first king. Invite the children to name times 
when they have been leaders at school, on a team, 
or among their friends or siblings. 

n	 What special skills for leadership do you think 
God has given you?

Respond

June 6, 2021

Invite the children to select a zone and work with the materials there.
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Gather in the worship space and relight the candle. 
Teach the sign for “God” (p. 117) and use it during the 
prayer.

Pray O God, we pray for leaders everywhere. 
We ask for your help for times when we are 
leaders too. Amen. 

Sing, if possible, “May You Find Peace” (p. 26 in Seasons 
Songbook, Vol. 7; #19 on Seasons Music CD, Vol. 7).

Blessing Send children out with these words, “Remem-
ber that God is always with you, helping you to be good 
leaders.” 

Distribute copies of the resource sheet “Letter to Fam-
ilies” (p. 115) to those who did not receive it last week. 

In what ways did children see themselves as leaders? In what ways might you help them grow in their understanding 
of their choices of those to whom they might listen? 

Bless

Reflect

June 6, 2021

Who does what?
Put a tick in the column that best describes each job.

Makes decisions in legal disagreements

Listens closely to God

Acts as a military leader

Brings God’s messages to the people

Helps people follow God’s ways

Helps to protect people from enemies

Samuel’s jobs          Prophet               Chieftain
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Long, long ago there was a man called 
Samuel. Samuel had grown up in a 
temple, where he learned about God 

from a wise old priest named Eli. Samuel grew 
up to be very wise too, and he became a judge. 
Judges in those days were like priests, helping 
people to live in God’s way. Judges were also 
like chieftains. The people came to Samuel 
with their questions and Samuel helped them 
know what to do. 

One day, when Samuel was an old man, a 
group of people came to visit him. They had 
something they wanted to say.

“We are worried about what might 
happen to us.”

“We don’t think your sons will look 
after us like you do.”

“We want a king like the people in other 
countries.”

Samuel wasn’t happy with this. Samuel didn’t 
think it was a very good idea to have a king. 
He thought about what the people said and 
then prayed to God. God said to Samuel, 

We Want a King
(based on 1 Samuel 8:4–11, (12–15), 16–20, (11:14–15))

“Listen to what the people have to say. They 
are unhappy with me, not with you. They 
don’t want to listen to me so they won’t listen 
to you. So go back and listen to them again, 
and then warn them. Tell them how it will be 
if they have a king.”

Samuel went to the people and told them 
everything God had said. “If you have a king,” 
said Samuel, “the men will have to go and 
fight in the king’s armies. The women will 
have to work for the king. You will have to 
give the king the grapes and grains from your 
gardens. And sometimes the king will take 
things that belong to you. You might start to 
feel sad and frustrated. I don’t think this is a 
very good idea and God doesn’t think this is a 
very good idea.”

But the people did not listen. They called out 
to Samuel.

“We don’t care what you say!”

“We want to be like people in other 
countries!”

“We want a king! Give us a king now!”

“OK,” said Samuel to the people. “Come with 
me. We will choose a king.”

So all the people went with Samuel to a place 
called Gilgal. There they chose a man named 
Saul to be the king and to lead them. Samuel 
anointed Saul with special oil. Then they had a 
big party to celebrate their new king. 

Invite the children to participate 
by repeating each line of  

the bolded lines  
after you. 

Resource Sheet June 6, 2021
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Resource sheet • June 26, 2011Resource sheet • June 19, 2011Resource Sheet June 6, 2021

DramaDrama
(based on 1 Samuel 8:4–11, (12–15), 16–20, (11:14–15))

Cast: Samuel, Storyteller, God, three people 

Staging notes: 
q Invite volunteers for the reading parts 

so that those who participate are 
comfortable reading. 

q If time permits, children can take 
turns with the parts until all who 
want to have had a turn.

q Consider using some simple props 
and costumes. 

q Encourage the children to add 
dramatic movements as they speak. 

Person 1: Hurry, hurry! We have to talk to 
Samuel!

Person 2: Yes, let’s go!

Person 3: We have something important to 
say!

All people: Samuel! Samuel!

Samuel: Here I am. 

Person 1: People in other countries have 
kings.

Person 2: We think we should have a king, 
too.

Person 3: Yes, we should have a king too.

All people: We want a king – now!

Storyteller: Samuel felt sad at what the people 
said. He decided to talk to God.

Samuel: God, the people say they want a 
king.

God: Listen to the people. They are mad 
at me, not you. You need to warn 
them what will happen if they 
have a king.

Storyteller: Samuel listened to God. He went 
back to the people and told them 
what God had said.

Samuel: If you have a king, the men will 
have to fight in the king’s army. 
The women will have to work for 
the king. 

All people: We want a king to look after us. 
We want a king – now!

Storyteller: Then God told Samuel to listen to 
the people and help them find a 
king.

Samuel: Come with me, everyone. We will 
choose a king.

Storyteller: So all the people went with 
Samuel. They chose a man called 
Saul to be their king.

All people: Hurrah! Hurrah for King Saul!
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Resource Sheet June 6, 2021

What Makes a 
Great Leader?

Preparation:
1. Make a copy of this page; if the group is large, make a copy for each group of two to four people. 
2. Cut apart each set of nine “leadership quality cards” and place in an envelope.

Leadership quality cards

Instructions for playing the game:
1. Sit in circles of two to four people and give each 

group an envelope.
2. Empty the envelopes in the middle of the group and 

mix the cards up in a pile.
3. Take turns picking up the cards and reading aloud 

the qualities and their descriptions. 
4. Have each person choose one card that they think is 

an important quality for a leader, and be prepared to 
explain their choice to the rest of the group.

5. Work as a group to choose the three leadership 
cards that you think are the most important 
qualities for a leader to have.

6. Think of an example for what each leadership 
quality might look like in action. 

7. If there was more than one group, have each group 
share their lists of three, and then, as a whole 
group try to agree on a final list of the three most 
important qualities. 

Perseverance
I finish what  

I start.

Excellence
I do my best 
in everything 

I do.

Reliability
You can 

count on me.

Fairness
I treat all 
people 
equally.

Understanding
I listen closely 

before 
deciding.

Patience
I take my 

time.

Trustworthiness
You can trust 
me to follow 

the rules.

Courage
I’m not 

afraid to face 
challenges.

Love
I treat others 
with care and 

gentleness.
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Letter to Families
Dear Families,

Welcome to the Season after Pentecost. This is the longest season of the church year, a time for 
exploring the work of God’s Spirit, alive in us and in the world. Where do you see signs of God’s 
presence in your life? How might you help your child to discover a sense of God’s presence? The 
following action poem can help children begin to understand the abundance of God’s love and 
presence.

God’s love is…
Higher than the highest mountain. (Raise hands way up high.) 
Deeper than the deepest sea. (Make a rolling wave motion with arms and hands.) 
Bigger than the space around us. (Twirl around.)

Brighter than a starry night. (Wiggle fingers above head.) 
Stronger than a solid rock. (Stomp feet.) 
Wider than the universe. (Stretch hands out wide.) 
(Invite children to make up more lines and actions.)

During the first half of this season we will explore a story about Isaiah’s call to be a prophet and 
stories from the first book of Samuel about David, who would be the future king of the people of 
Israel. During these weeks, children will also hear several stories from the gospels about Jesus 
and the disciples, including the familiar story of the young boy’s gift of a loaf and some fish and 
the miraculous feeding of a large crowd.

You might like to read to read some of these stories together at home: Isaiah 6:1–8, 1 Samuel 
15:34—16:13, Mark 5:21–43, and John 6:1–21. Reading the Bible together at home suggests 
that these stories are important to you. 

Six of the sessions during July and August will focus on the letter to the Ephesians. During this 
time the children will learn about the first Christians, who gathered in house churches to learn 
how to be a community living in God’s way. Through the stories of the early church, children 
will have an opportunity to learn more about their own faith community.

At home you might want to continue the conversation about the nature of community. Consider 
reading the newspaper together and talking about some of the things that are happening in your 
local community and in the world. You might discuss the following question together: In what 
ways is our family living out God’s ways of love, hope, and compassion? 

We will be praying for each child in our group during these seasons. We ask that your family 
also include us in your prayers as we explore God’s Spirit alive in the world thousands of years 
ago and today.

Sincerely,

 Suggested resources: Read, Wonder, Listen by Laura Alary and Lectionary Story Bible, Year B, by Ralph 
Milton are available from the publisher of Seasons of the Spirit; visit www.woodlakebooks.com

www.woodlakebooks.com
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courage

Sign Language

do

hear

joy

glory

gospel

God




