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James’s Letter 
 
 

1  |  Hangout 
 
SUPPLIES 
• None 
 
LEADER TIP 
• If the kids can spread out, complete the 

challenges together. If your space is limited, do 
the challenges one person at a time. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Guide the kids to line up against one wall in an 

open area of your group’s space. 
b. Challenge them to travel over to the opposite wall 

in these different ways: 
• Move without touching your feet on the floor 
• Move with your elbows on the floor at all times 
• Move with your head between your knees 
• Move flat on your stomach 
• Move with your legs crossed 

c. Congratulate the kids on doing a great job!  
d. Introduce this week’s Big Idea: Living for Jesus 

means living a different way.  
e. Discuss: What does our Big Idea mean to you? 
f. Watch this week’s video from the Now Playing 

Kids playlist on the One Story YouTube channel. 

  2  |  Hear
 
SUPPLIES 
• Bible 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Let the kids know that today’s God Story is from 

the book of James in the New Testament. Jesus’ 
brother James wrote the book. It is actually a letter 
to Jewish Christians. In it, James talks about how 
living for Jesus means living a different way. 
Challenge the kids to listen carefully for ways that 
Jesus’ followers live differently.  

b. Look up and read James 1:2–11. 
c. Recap that James teaches we should have joy 

when we have troubles in life because problems 
test our faith and make us stronger.  

d. Discuss: How is having joy when faced with 
problems a different way of living? 

e. Highlight that James also teaches that we should 
ask God for wisdom. 

f. Discuss: How might God’s wisdom help us live 
differently from others who don’t know him? 

g. Point out that in God’s kingdom, poor people are 
honoured and wealthy people are humbled (or 
brought low). 

h. Discuss: How is this way different from how the 
world usually works? 
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3  |  Huddle 
 
SUPPLIES 
• Paper 
• Pens 
• Markers 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Tell the kids about an age-appropriate example of 

a time when you were challenged to live 
differently as you followed Jesus.  

b. Brainstorm ways our lives look different because 
we follow Jesus. Challenge the kids to think about 
ways that a Jesus-centred life might look different 
at school, at home, and in other activities. For 
example, how does following Jesus change the 
way we treat others while playing sports? How 
does following Jesus change the way we act when 
we see someone bullied at school? 

c. Give each person a piece of paper. 
d. Place some writing and drawing supplies where 

everyone can share them. 
e. Encourage your group to draw or write about one 

way they feel challenged to live differently 
because of Jesus.  

f. As they work, discuss: It is easy to live for Jesus in 
a different way than the people around us live? 
Why or why not? 

g. Emphasize that we can always ask Jesus for the 
help we need to live for him! 

h. Invite the kids to pray with you.  
i. Pray, “Thank you, Jesus, that you show us what it 

means to live in a different way. We ask for your 
help when being loving is difficult. [Pray for any 
specific situations the group shared.] Please bless 
these awesome kids [mention each one by name]. 
Amen.” 

   

 



Way Maze

Big Idea: Living for Jesus means living a different way.  

Find your way through the maze to the finish. Now find a different way!

Kids

Finish

Start Start


