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Different 
 
 
GOD STORY 
James’s Letter 
James 1–2 
 
KEY VERSE 
You are God’s chosen 
people. You are holy and 
dearly loved. So put on 
tender mercy and kindness 
as if they were your clothes. 
Don’t be proud. Be gentle 
and patient.  
Colossians 3:12 (NIRV) 
 
LEADER TIP 
This series focuses on 
James’s letter. The letters in 
the Bible (aka the Epistles) 
have a lot going on in them, 
and there are many things 
you could highlight. That’s 
why we have a Big Idea for 
each lesson. It emphasizes 
one thing that we really want 
the kids to learn, understand, 
and apply to their own lives. 

My Story 
 
1   |   CONVERSATION STARTER   (2 minutes) 
Chat about some of the differences in the kids’ lives to lead into the lesson. 
 
2   |   INTRO ACTIVITY   (5 minutes) 
Challenge the group to think of different ways to do common tasks. 
 
 

God Story  |  Life Story 
 
3   |   WEEKLY VIDEO   (12 minutes) 
Watch the video, which includes host, God Story, Key Verse, and Life Story 
segments. Recap and discuss the teaching together. 
 
 

My Story 
 
4   |   SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY   (12 minutes*) 
Draw pictures to reinforce today’s lesson and Big Idea. 
 
5   |   WRAP-UP ACTIVITY   (8 minutes) 
Practise saying the Key Verse for this series. 
 
 

Our Story 
 
6   |   DISMISSAL 
Connect with parents and give them take-home materials. 
 
 
*Extend as needed and adjust the timing for other activities. 
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My Story    
 

1  |  Conversation Starter 
 
SUPPLIES 
• None 
 
LEADER TIP 
• This is meant to be a casual conversation as the 

kids arrive. Move on quickly to the Intro Activity 
so you have enough time for it before the 
teaching video. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. As the kids arrive, welcome them and gather 

everyone together. 
b. Ask:  

• What’s one thing you do differently than most 
of your friends? For example, do you put 
ketchup on something others find strange? Or 
do you carry around an unusual object? 

• What’s one thing that you do differently from 
your friends who do not follow Jesus? (e.g., go 
to church, read the Bible, pray) 

c. Depending on the size of your group, have the 
kids share their answers with the people sitting 
closest to them or with everyone. 

  2  |  Intro Activity 
 
SUPPLIES 
• None 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Guide the kids to spread out in an open area. 
b. Introduce today’s Big Idea: Living for Jesus means 

living a different way. 
c. Explain that you’re going to describe and show 

the group some common tasks. The kids should 
think of ways to do them differently. 

d. Direct everyone to squat down. When someone 
wants to suggest a different way to do  a task, 
they can pop up and wait for you to point to them. 

e. Read the following ideas and do the actions, then 
encourage the kids to share their ideas: 
• This is how I greet someone on the street 

(Wave and say, “Hello!”) 
• This is how I stretch (Stretch your arms) 
• This is how I talk with a silly voice (Say 

something in a silly voice) 
• This is how I show someone I love them (Share 

a way you show love, such as saying “I love 
you” or giving someone a card or a hug) 

f. Come up with your own ideas to engage the kids. 
Continue for as long as time allows. 
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God Story  |  Life Story    
 

3  |  Weekly Video 
 
SUPPLIES 
• Video file 
 
LEADER TIP 
• Sit with the kids and encourage them to focus on 

the video. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Play the video. It includes: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (James’s Letter, James 1–2) 
• Key Verse segment 
• Life Story (Stephen studies drama and ballet 

in college. In that “me-centered” world, he 
tries to live for God, not himself.) 

b. Discuss: 
• What was the Life Story about in today’s 

video? 
• What was the God Story about? 
• How do you think these two stories and 

today’s Big Idea (Living for Jesus means living 
a different way) connect? 
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My Story 
 

4  |  Small Group Activity 
 
SUPPLIES 
• Bibles 
• Craft sticks 
• Cardstock 
• Markers 
• Glue sticks 
• Big Idea labels 
 
LEADER TIP 
• Make sure everyone’s names are on their crafts. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Gather your small group to sit together. 
b. Make sure that everyone has a Bible. Share them 

if needed. 
c. Guide the kids to look up James 1:22–25. Show 

them the table of contents, then navigate to 
James together. Explain that the big numbers are 
chapters and the following, smaller numbers are 
verses. 

d. Read the passage out loud. 
e. Discuss: 

• What do you think these verses mean? 
• How would it compare knowing that Jesus 

wants us to love our enemies but not doing it? 
• What else do we learn from Jesus that we may 

know but we don’t actually do? 
f. Give each person four craft sticks and a piece of 

cardstock. 
g. Place the glue sticks, masking tape, and markers 

where everyone can share them. 
h. Direct the kids to draw a picture showing them 

doing something differently for Jesus (e.g., 
spending their allowance on socks to give to 
people who live in a shelter). 

  i. Guide everyone to glue their craft sticks onto their 
picture to create a frame. 

j. Give them each a Big Idea label to stick on their 
craft. 

k. Invite the kids to show their creations to the rest 
of the group and share how they are (or could) live 
differently for Jesus. 

l. Gather everyone into a circle. 
m. Pray that the kids would remember the incredible 

ways they can live differently for Jesus! Invite 
everyone to pray for the person to their right. 
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My Story   Our Story 
 

5  |  Wrap-Up Activity 
 
SUPPLIES 
• Key Verse sign 
• Wall-safe tape 
 
BEFORE THE ACTIVITY 
• Place the Key Verse sign where everyone can see 

it easily. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Gather everyone back together. 
b. Review Colossians 3:12 sentence by sentence. 
c. Discuss: What does it look like to “put on tender 

mercy and kindness”? Imagine putting on a pair 
of socks. How is this the same? Different? 

d. Divide the kids into two groups. 
e. Instruct the groups to line up across from each 

other while leaving a couple of metres (about six 
feet) between them. 

f. Lead one group to point at the other group and 
say, “You are God’s chosen people.” 

g. Lead the other group to point back and say, “You 
are holy and dearly loved.” 

h. Instruct the first group to pretend to put on 
clothes as they say, “So put on tender mercy and 
kindness as if they were your clothes.” 

i. Instruct the second group to put a hand on one 
hip, shake a finger, and say, “Don’t be proud.” 

j. Direct the first group to take a deep breath and 
say, “Be gentle and patient.” 

k. Direct the second group to open their hands like a 
book and say, “Colossians 3:12.” 

l. Repeat steps f–k. Challenge the kids to speed it 
up if they can! 

  6  |  Dismissal
 
SUPPLIES 
• Crafts 
• Take-home cards 
• Key Verse cards 
• Key Verse colouring pages 
 
LEADER TIP 
• Organize the take-home materials so they’re easy 

to access. It may be helpful to sort them before 
the lesson, then set out any crafts later. Consider 
having one leader focus on handing out 
everything. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their kids. 

Take a moment to share a highlight or two from 
your time together today. 

b. Give everyone a weekly take-home card as well as 
the monthly Key Verse card and colouring page. 

c. Remind the kids to take their crafts. 
d. Make sure their security numbers match before 

they leave your group’s space. 

 


