
HOME CHURCH 

Discussion 
Two good ways to start each week: 
1– Discuss general thoughts about the passage(s) and message. 
2– Discuss what words or ideas God spoke to you through in the songs and 
worship. How did it tie in with the message? 
 

Discussion for this week  
 

1) Our world is better off now than at any point in 
human history, but at the same time things have 
never been worse. It’s a contradiction that presents 
us with a seemingly unresolvable conundrum…
Things are too good for us to change it all, yet too 
bad for us to leave anything as it is. This is the 
great paradox of modern times. 

 
i-Discuss the quote above. Do you feel the 
tension described in it? In what ways do you think we are better off now than at any 
point in human history? Are there ways in which you could agree that things have 
never been worse? 
 
ii–  Pax Romana suggested that the culture was in a good and peaceful place. Yet 
the empire contained conquered and oppressed nations, poverty and food scarcity, 
persecution of Jews and Christians, and bread and circuses to keep people 
distracted and appeased in the midst of trying times. Do you draw any similarities 
to our culture 
 
2– When Jesus said peacemakers, peace did not JUST mean peace. 

Basically the Old Testament word for peace, shalom, means completeness, 
soundness, well-being. It is used when one asks or prays for the welfare of another, 

when one is in harmony or concord with another, when one seeks the good of a city or 
country. It may mean material prosperity or physical safety. But also it may mean 

spiritual well-being. Such peace is the associate of righteousness and truth, but not of 
wickedness. In classical Greek eirene in the New Testament has the full content of 

shalom and nearly always carries a spiritual connotation.    
New Bible Dictionary– Tyndale 

 
Discuss how these explanations of biblical peace help you to think about and 

understand the seventh beatitude in Matthew 5:9 

 

3) Jesus says the sons and daughters of God are those who make good around 

them. Good with God, others, creation and themselves. Emotional, social, physical 

and spiritual good. Sons and daughters of God make things better. Think about 

the different areas of your life, and talk about practical ways that your presence, 

prayers, actions and words can make things better.  

Examples of areas you may want to discuss: 
 

Home  *  Neighbourhood  *  Work  *  School  *  Church  *  Family  *  Errands  

Local needs  *  Global Needs  *  Needs of extended family or friends 

June 6-12, 2021 

Passages: 
+ Matthew 5:9 

+ Jeremiah 29:7 

+ Psalm 122:6 

+ Romans 14:9 

+ James 3:18 

+ Colossians 1:19-20 

+ Romans 5:1-11 

 

The Beatitudes:  

Matthew 5:1-12 

 

Fort Langley E-Free Church 

Kingdom Reversalist: 
The Beatitudes 
 

Passage: Matthew 5:9 
This Week: Make Good 
Speaker: Pastor Jason 
 
Songs:   
Amazing Grace 
Build My Life 
Oceans 
Mighty to Save 

And Holy, there is no one like you 
There is none beside you 

Open up my eyes in wonder 
And show me who you are  
and fill me with your heart  

and lead me 
In your love to those around me  

 

*Lyrics from Build My Life* 

The Hebrew word SHALOM means more than “peace” but implies health and wholeness 
between: 

*God and people*                
*people and each other*         

*people and creation* 
*and even people and their own selves* 

In its fullest sense, shalom is really what God through Jesus is seeking to restore in our 
world. It is another way of talking about the Kingdom of God or Eternal Life. 

Ken Esau, Old Testament Scholar- Columbia Bible College, Abbotsford 


