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As most of you know, last weekend the people of Canada 

became aware that at least 215 children from the Kamloops 

Residential School are buried on the site of the school. As the 

reality of this set in, people across Canada have been 

experiencing shock and grief and anger. There are so many 

questions… How could such a thing happen? How did they die? 

Why weren’t their families told? Why were they buried in 

unmarked graves? Why was this kept from the public? Over the 

coming years, these and other questions will need to be 

answered. 

 

In the meantime, I join with everyone else to express my grief 

and anger that such a thing has happened, and we at St. James 

stand side by side with our grieving indigenous brothers and 

sisters. 

 

Alongside my grief and anger is, for me, also a growing sense of 

how we must come to grips with destructive patterns in our 

western culture that lead to such injustice. You see, this sort of 

tragedy does not happen just because of one or two bad people. 

This sort of tragedy can only happen when we allow a system to 

be in place that supports and enables such injustice. When a 

system is in place that is based on some people being better than 

others; based on huge power imbalance; and marked by a lack of 

public accountability - then that is a system that supports and 

enables evil actions. That is a system that allows evil to quietly 

grow in dark corners.  

 



Every organization in our society is susceptible to this. 

Corporations, social agencies, the police and military, the 

churches, the social media companies, the entertainment 

industry… every single organization can become dangerous if it 

sees some people as more privileged than others and 

untouchable; dangerous if it functions with huge power 

imbalances; dangerous if there is no public accountability. The 

Prophets of the Old Testament and Jesus himself warned of 

those groups who see themselves as better than others and 

warned of how they hurt those who are most vulnerable. 

Centuries ago, the Prophet Isaiah wrote: 

Woe to you who make iniquitous decrees, 

   who write oppressive statutes,  

to turn aside the needy from justice 

   and to rob the poor of my people of their right, 

that widows may be your spoil, 

   and that you may make the orphans your prey! Isaiah 10:1-2 

If our church and our society at large is to become a land that is 

marked by justice, then this is a lesson we must learn and 

enforce. We all must make a solemn commitment to shine a 

bright light on any organization, that is not learning this 

lesson…including ourselves. 

 

 

 


