
SUNDAY, JUNE 6th, 2021 

THE UNITED CHURCHES OF WATERLOO  

CELEBRATE THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 

 

 

Prelude   “All Are Welcome”  (M. Haugen, arr. M. Hayes) 

Welcome and Introductory Remarks 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

Prelude   “All Are Welcome”  (M. Haugen, arr. M. Hayes) 

The Reverend Harry Disher – First United 

We Gather in the Spirit 

Call to Worship   

One:  Through Jesus, God has invited us to faith, to share the adventure of finding 

our Christlikeness, to help all creation find fullness of life.  “X” is the first letter of 

the word for “Christ” in Greek. The oval rim around the X that includes our motto 

and the name of our denomination is taken from the early Christian symbol of the 

fish which early believers traced on each other’s hand or drew in the dirt to 

indicate they were followers of Christ’s Way.  We gather today as twenty-first 

century followers of Jesus. 

All:  We bring the fire of our passions for witness and for justice, our heritage 

from our Presbyterian ancestors.  

One:  We bring our need for the breath of the Spirit who forms us for holiness and 

right relationships, our inheritance from our Methodist ancestors.  

All:  We bring our attentiveness to God’s Word, that it may become embodied 

through us, our heritage from our Congregationalist ancestors.  

One:  We bring our previous experiences of sharing faith and mission in unity, for 

that is God’s vision from the beginning of creation until the consummation, for 

before our denomination came into being there were already some union 

congregations in existence on the prairies.  



All:  We come together to celebrate and worship as one people of God, 

honouring diversity in unity. 

 

The Reverend Rose Ann Vita – First United 

 

Prayer of Approach  

Hymn of Praise:   “We Are One”  (vs. 1, 2, and 4)                                      VU 402  

We are one as we come, as we come joyful to be here, 

in the praise on our lips there’s a sense that God is near. 

We are one as we sing, as we seek, we are found; 

and we come needful of God’s grace  

as we meet together in this place.  

We are one as we share, as we share brokenness and fear; 

in the touch of a hand, there’s a sense that God is here. 

We are one as we care, as we heal, we are healed; 

and we share warmth in God’s embrace 

as we pray together in this place.                                                                                     

We are one as we hear, as we hear, heart and hand unite; 

in the word we receive there’s a sense that God is light. 

We are one as we leave, as we love, we are loved; 

and we seek justice in God’s ways 

as we move together from this place.                                                               

Scripture:   John 17:13-26  (Inclusive Bible) 

The Vision, Part One 1925-1944  

 

The Reverend Joe Gaspar – Parkminster United                               

We Grow in the Spirit 

Hymn:  “And On This Path”     (MV 8)   



And on this path, the gates of holiness are open wide, 

and on this path, the gates of holiness are open wide, 

and oh this path, the gates of holiness are open wide! 

Open wide!  Open Wide!  Open wide!  The gates are open wide! 

So enter in, the gates of holiness are open wide, 

So enter in, the gates of holiness are open wide, 

So enter in, the gates of holiness are open wide! 

Open wide!  Open Wide!  Open wide!  The gates are open wide! 

Scripture: James 2:18-26 

The Vision, Part Two 1945-1964    

  

Prayer    

 

The Reverend Harry Disher – First United 

 

 We Mature in Spirit 

 

Hymn:  “We Have This Ministry”  (vs. 1 and 2)                                                  VU #510 

We have this ministry, and we are not discouraged, 

it is by God’s own power that we may live and serve. 

Openly we share God’s Word, speaking truth as we believe, 

praying that the shadowed world may healing light receive. 

We have this ministry, O God, receive our living. 

O Christ, the tree of life, our end and our beginning, 

we grow to fullest flower when rooted in your love. 

Brothers, sisters, clergy, lay, called to service by your grace, 

different cultures, different gifts, the young and old a place. 

We have this ministry, O God, receive our giving. 

Scripture:  I Corinthians 12:4-13        



The Vision, Part Three 1965-1984  

Affirmation of Faith (UC Creed) 

We are not alone.  We live in God’s world. 

We believe in God who has created, and is creating; 

who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new; 

who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

We trust in God. 

We are called to celebrate God’s presence; 

to live with respect in creation; 

to love and serve others; 

to seek justice and resist evil; 

to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 

We are not alone.  Thanks be to God. 

                                                                     

The Reverend Jenn Hind-Urquhart – Emmanuel United 

 

We Expand in the Spirit 

 

Joint Choir Anthem:  “Sing a New Church” (D. Dufner, arr. J. Honore)   

Scripture: Galatians 3:25-29     

The Vision, Part Four 1985-2004 (A recap of highlights during these 20 years) 

Prayer 

 

The Reverend Andrea Allen -  Westminster United            

 

We Stretch Out in the Spirit 

 



Hymn:  “We Are Pilgrims”         VU 595 

We are pilgrims on a journey, fellow travellers on the road; 

we are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load. 

 

Sister, let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too. 

I will hold the Christ light for you in the nighttime of your fear; 

I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear. 

 

I will weep when you are weeping, when you laugh, I’ll laugh with you; 

I will share your joy and sorrow, till we’ve seen this journey through.            9 

 

When we sing to God in heaven, we shall find such harmony 

born of all we’ve known together of Christ’s love and agony. 

 

Brother, let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too. 

 

The Vision, Part Five 2005-2021 and beyond   

Prayer 

 

Adele Halliday - United Church Anti-Racism and Equity Officer 

Scripture 

Sermon/Message:   Adele Halliday - United Church Anti-Racism and Equity 

Officer 

 

The Reverend Harry Disher – First United 

We Move Out in the Spirit 

 



Closing Hymn:   “Though Ancient Walls”  (vs. 1, 3 and 5)                                VU 691    

Though ancient walls may still stand proud and racial strife be fact, 

though boundaries may be lines of hate, it’s gospel that we lack.   

Walls that divide are broken down; Christ is our unity! 

Chains that enslave are thrown aside; Christ is our liberty! 

The truth we seek in varied scheme, the life that we pursue, 

unites us in a common quest for self and world made new.           

Walls that divide are broken down; Christ is our unity! 

Chains that enslave are thrown aside; Christ is our liberty! 

This broken world seeks lasting health and vital unity. 

God’s people by God’s Word renewed, cast off all slavery! 

Walls that divide are broken down; Christ is our unity! 

Chains that enslave are thrown aside; Christ is our liberty!                         

Commissioning 

Blessing 

Postlude  “In Christ There is No East or West”  (arr. Dale Wood) 

 


